
Dear All

My header is from Protea Hotel, Livingstone.  More of the story later ...

Spar

I like to pop into Spar at least once a week, especially to see what vegetables there are.  
Spar buys more of its vegetables locally so I know that they will be fresher and, also, the 
carbon footprint of my shopping is less.  I avoid buying vegetables from South Africa - I 
think of the fumes that have been belched by that truck as it plied its way to Lusaka 
from Johannesburg and then down to Livingstone.  In the old days we used to buy what 
was available locally and when caulifl ower was not in season, we ate something else.  
Nowadays, we expect to be able to by them all year round.  Shocking mentality ... but we 
all suffer from it.  
During the week, while I was there, I asked Roshan what he did with the fruit which could 

not be sold because it had become too soft.  
He told me that it is thrown away ...  I asked 
him if I could buy some for my birds.  He said 
I could have it for free, quite happily.  A few 
days later I was phoned to say that my fruit 
was ready ... please could I come and collect 
it.  I arrived to fi nd two huge boxes of squishy 
fruit.  I took delivery ... and where is it now?  It 
is on my bird tables in the garden, of course.  And my birds are loving it.  



Lunch at Protea Hotel

Many of us drive past Protea Hotel several times a week.  We 
know that the car park is used for Car Boot Sales.  Some of 
us too have been for meetings in the Conference Rooms.  I 
had never been for a meal there so when Tanya Stephens, 
the manager, asked me to try out their lunch it was a good 
opportunity to sample their food.  I must say it was very good.  
It was a buffet with an extraordinary array of different salads, 
meats, vegetables … followed by some mouth-watering 
sweets.  I ate far more than I would usually at lunchtime 
because it was impossible not to.  

While I was there I chatted to Tanya about the hotel.  I always 
think of Protea as a Conference Hotel, but actually it is popular 
with Internationals as well as locals.  The business market, 
though, is good for Protea; their conference facilities have a 
capacity of 130 people.  There was a conference on while I 
was there.  The dining room was full of delegates taking lunch 
between their meetings.  

Protea has, apart from Livingstone, four hotels in Lusaka, one 
in Chingola and one in Chipata.  People know exactly what 
to expect when they book into a Protea.  They know that the 
hotel will be clean, effi cient and friendly.  They also know that 
the price will be good; Protea fi ts into the middle bracket of 
hotels in Zambia. It fi lls a very important niche in the market, 
promoting domestic tourism as well as international.  

I asked Tanya about the hotel’s Corporate Social 
Responsibility Programme.  She told me that they were 
really happy at Livingstone Protea to be in the top ten of all 
Protea Hotels (of which there are 114) for their work with the 
community.  Her staff, she told me, really get involved with the 
projects and know that it is part of their work to help those who 
are less fortunate.  

Recently, Protea has been taken over by Marriott International.  
This is an enormous company based in US.  They own over 
4,000 hotels.  Protea, though, will continue to be Protea and 
offer the same service and price as they have always done.  

For me, what I really like about Protea is that they have done 
such a great job with their gardens.  They don’t have much 
space and it is close to the main road from Livingstone to the 
Falls.  But they built up the soil between the entrance and 
the main road and have planted it with some beautiful shrubs 
and trees.  It hides the hotel but gives it privacy.  (Hence my 
header this week).

Next door to Protea Hotel are the self-catering Victoria Falls 
Apartments.  These, too, are very popular with many guests 
there walking over to the hotel to have a meal instead of 
cooking the food themselves.  Together these two facilities 
form a very important place in Livingstone’s tourism.   

Lunch is excellent too for Livingstonians.  Try it.  



One Dead and Thirteen on the Run

According to a report in the Times of Zambia, Botswana’s Department of Wildlife and National Parks want to fi nd 13 
Zambian men who were seen in Chobe National Park.  The Botswana Guards shot dead one of the poachers but 
the others managed to get back into Zambia, via Kazungula, it is thought.  After the shoot-out the guards recovered 
ammunition, 34 elephant tusks, 3 axes, 4 elephant tails, game meat and … a digital weighing scale …

Zambia Wildlife Authority is working with the Botswana authorities.  

ZAWA News

THE Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) has deployed offi cers to control hyenas that were reportedly spotted in Lunyika 
area  of Chipata District in Eastern Province.
The offi cers were sent as soon as the matter was reported two weeks ago and they have been on the ground since then. 
One hyena has so far been found and controlled.
The challenge that ZAWA is facing as rightly observed by Paramount Chief Mpenzeni in today’s Post Newspaper, is that  
it is diffi cult to trace the exact where-about of the hyenas as they do not stay in one place. Also, Lunyika is located close 
to the Malawi boarder (sic), where the terrain is very hilly making it diffi cult to fi nd them. 
And since the village is close to the border it is likely that the animals may have crossed into Malawi and ZAWA’s mandate 
ends at the border and cannot go beyond.
However, ZAWA would like to re-assure the residents and Chief Mpenzeni that the offi cers are already on the ground and 
are doing everything possible to assist with the situation.

ZAMBIA

That ZAWA Gate

The issue of the new ZAWA Gate on Sichango Road continues to rumble.  When I visited the gate prior to the last news-
letter, the offi cers told me that we were now free to go to the businesses inside the area without paying park fees; only 
if we wanted to go into the wildlife section, were fees payable.  He failed to tell me that as soon as the offi cers see a 
foreign-registered vehicle their ticket books came out.  So it would appear that free access is limited ...  I have offered all 
the reasons why fees should not be payable to anyone passing through this gate previously, so I won’t go into it again ...

Those Drains

Occasionally we see a vehicle which has toppled into our roadside drains.  
Recently Arthur from Zambezi Nkuku sent me a photograph of his car when he 
found himself and his car sideways in one.  

I would hate to think how many people, while walking at night, fall down them.  
We need big drains because when the rain comes it comes all of a woosh.  I 
have even seen these drains overfl owing.  

Surely, though, we should make safety arrangements.  The drains should be 
covered ...



Conservation Lower Zambezi

This month, CLZ celebrates the one year anniversary of our Village Scout patrols. 
We are proud of this partnership with the Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) and 
the Community Resource boards (CRBs), and funding from USFWS, we recruited, 
trained and equipped a team of Village Scouts to support ZAWA and provide extra 
manpower for the tough job of protecting the Lower Zambezi’s wildlife. Our VS 
Programme has provided employment and training for young men and women from 
the Game Management Areas around the National Park. Not only do the Village 
Scouts work to protect wildlife and deter illegal activity, but thanks to ZAWA and 
funding from the International Elephant Foundation, we were able to place a team in 
the Chiawa GMA to help protect farmers’ crops and deter human-wildlife confl ict.

Zim-Zam Football
From The Post

SHIWANG’ANDU area member of parliament Stephen Kampyongo says the Zambian parliamentary football team was 
not focused when they played against their Zimbabwean counterparts.
In an interview after losing 2-0 to the Zimbabwean lawmakers at the Victoria Falls Power Station Sports Club in 
Livingstone on Sunday, Kampyongo, the Zambian football team captain, said Zambia learnt a lesson that it needed not 
take things to chance.
“It was just basically underrating the team, underrating our opponents before we could even know how they play. We have 
learnt lessons that when we have a game like this we need to be focused,” Kampyongo, who is also home affairs deputy 
minister, said.
And Southern Province minister Daniel Munkombwe, who at one point during the match was seen pacing up and down 
the touchline in anger at the poor performance of the Zambian MPs, said Zambia should have beaten the Zimbabweans.
“We were just careless all the same, we are neighbours and it is balanced in that our ladies beat them,” he said.
The female members of parliament beat their Zimbabwean counterparts 5-3 in netball.
And Speaker of the National Assembly Dr Patrick Matibini said Zambia looked forward to reversing the results in a return 
match in Harare.
“The games are good for cementing the bilateral relationships between the two countries and more particularly the two 
parliaments,” he said.
And Zimbabwe’s National Assembly football team captain Trevor Saruwaka, who is area member of parliament for Mutasa 
Central Constituency said he looked forward to a time when the entire SADC region would host a sports tournament for 
members of parliament.He said through sport, one could hardly tell between an opposition member of parliament or one 
from the ruling party in all the teams.



Parts of Nsumbu and Mweru Wantipa National Parks to be Degazetted

In an article in the Times, we are told that parts of two northern parks are to be degazetted.  As the population had 
increased, villages had spread into the parks.  The people were therefore always having run-ins with ZAWA offi cers.  In 
order to sort out the problem, government has agreed to degazette parts of the parks and allow the people to continue to 
live there.  However, the government is stating that the people must now respect the new borders of the park.  Professor 
Nkando Luo, Minister of Chiefs and Traditional Affairs, also said she was worried about the number of guns in the area.   
The article does not say how much land will be given to the people or where these sections are but I would guess that 
they are along the shore of Lakes Mweru Wantipa and Tanganyika where the people can fi nd fi sh to eat and water to 
drink.  

There are also concerns about the water levels in Lake Mweru Wantipa.  The lake is very shallow, almost just a marsh, 
and seems to be drying up.  In an attempt to redress the situation, government intends to plant trees around the shore.  
We are also told that the two parks – Nsumbu and Mweru Wantipa – will be re-stocked with wildlife.  

This story led me to have a look at the area – an area I know nothing about.  It seems that few tourists visit.  There are 
little or no tourism facilities within the parks except on the shore of Lake Tanganyika.  

However, let us use one of Zambia’s favourite words – ‘potential’.  And the area does have potential, if only it can be 
realised.  

Lake Mweru Wantipa 
is a Ramsar Site and 
an Important Bird Area 
(IBA).  Further south, 
Lusenga National 
Park is also an IBA.  
According to the 
information, fl amingoes, 
pelicans and shoebills 
are to be found in the 
park.  

The two rivers, Lufubu 
and Kalangwishi have 
beautiful waterfalls 
along their route.  You 
can fi nd these listed in 
Guide to Little-Known 
Waterfalls of Zambia 
by Quentin Allen, Ilse 
Mwanza and Heather 
Chalcraft.  

From Zambia Tourism:
Mweru Wantipa National Park, adjacent to the lake, used to harbour vast herds of elephant but poaching however has 
depleted most of the wildlife although there are still some small herds of buffalo. There are no tourist facilities but it is 
possible to camp along the lakeshore.

Zambia Tourism had no description of Nsumbu.  I looked at the ZAWA website and it only told me that you can catch fi sh 
in Lake Tanganyika.  I then went to Wikipedia which told me that we can fi nd the following wildlife in the park:
Fauna: Crocodile, Hippopotamus, Bushbuck, Warthog, Puku, Roan Antelope, Sable Antelope, Eland, Hartebeest, 
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Buffalo, Zebra, Spotted Hyena, Side-Striped Jackal, Serval, Impala, 
Waterbuck, Reedbuck, Elephant (occasionally), Lion (occasionally), 
Leopard (occasionally), Blue Duiker (rare), Sitatunga (rare).
Birdlife: Flamingo, African Skimmer, Spoonbill, Whiskered Tern, 
Storks, Ducks, Herons, Grey-Headed Gull, Lesser Black-Backed 
Gull, White-Winged Black Tern, Whiskered Tern, Fish Eagle, 
Palmnut Vulture (occasionally), Pel’s Fishing Owl (occasionally).

Lusenga Plains National Park, Zambia Tourism states, is in Luapula 
province in the North of Zambia. This park has not been operational 
for many years but it is now being restocked. Impala and zebra have 
been released, and soon wildebeest . Sabi Sands in SA is working 
on a project to relocate between 300 and 500 elephant from Sabi to 
Lusenga Plains and Sumbu NP in May 2009.  
I wonder if this happened ...  Maybe ZTB should update their 
website ...

So, having read all I can fi nd on these two parks it is fairly obvious 
that there is not a lot going on there.  That the government has 
decided to degazette parts of the park is a practical solution to what 
is actually on the ground.  I don’t think it could have been avoided.  

Without tourism these parks are dying.  

In my opinion, they need to be made into public-private partnerships 
if we are going to protect these environments for future generations.  
But who in the private sector would want to take on such a 
challenge?   

Sadly I feel that this is just the thin end of the 
wedge and that, in years to come, more and 
more of the park will be degazetted as the human 
population increases ...
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Wildfoto

Because I had no knowledge of this area of 
Zambia, I headed towards Stephen Robinson’s 
website: www.spirit-of-the-land.com.  If you 
want to dream of a visit to Zambia’s wild areas, 
check it out.  The photographs are inspiring.   

Stephen Robinson is a photographer with a 
passion for Zambia’s land, its wildlife and its 
people.  His website does so much to promote 
Zambia’s tourism potential and shows the world 
what we have to offer.  

His photographs are mostly done in panoramic style and make excellent gifts for those special occasions.  It is coming 
up to the time when you need to think about Christmas presents ...  



Lozi myths, legends and realities (by Lawrence Flint)

Part 4 – Inauguration of the Kingship – Muyunda Mwanasilundu (Mboo)
In Mbuywamwambwa’s place, the Luyi ‘elected’ the fi rst king or ‘Litunga’ meaning ‘keeper/guardian of the earth,’ called Muyunda 
Mwanasilundu, commonly known as Mboo, a nickname given to him by the councillors (Indunas). Mbuywamwambwa, meanwhile, lived 
on into the reign of the second male ruler, her eldest son, Inyambo. Mboo, it seems, was chosen for his skills, both in leadership and as 
a renowned hunter, being in the habit of going out and bringing meat for the palace and the Indunas. He was the second eldest of his 
mother’s children, chosen over his elder brother. The Indunas had come to respect Mboo.  To the people he was friendly, respectful and 
courageous and as a result was ‘loved’ by all. To some, Mboo was the son of Nyambe. To most others, however, he was the second 
son of Mbuywamwambwa. A great deal of signifi cance is attached to Mboo. His nickname means shyness or embarrassment, this being 
ascribed to his overdue birth, for overstaying in his mother’s womb. The name Mwanasilundu means ‘a huge mass when born’. According 
to some Lozi historians, Mboo knew that he was someone who had to be loyal to the Luyi people out of respect to his mother whom he 
had inconvenienced by his late birth. A different version, found at Libonda, meanwhile, says that Mboo’s full name described his bravery 
and wisdom. After being elected to lead, Mboo moved fi rst to Libonda, which he made his capital (although Jalla claims that he built fi rst 
at Ikuyu), and then to Ikatulamwa, situated on the banks of the Zambezi (also known as Kambai – meaning face of the Chief),a village 
that disappeared (but was rebuilt elsewhere) as the course of the river migrated.

Mboo soon set about subduing other groups in the area (near to present day Kalabo) who may have competed for supremacy 
at this time, specifi cally, according to the missionary, Adolph Jalla, the Mishulundu, Namale, Imulangu, Upangoma, Liuwa, Muenyi and 
Mambowe.  Evidence of all these names can be found in the Kalabo district where the Luyi fi rst came to stay.  The parent group of the 
Luyi now became known as Mbowe or Mambowe.  In much of the tradition on Mboo, mention is also made of the ‘Andonyi’, an enemy 
that came from the west that proved a formidable foe. The notion of enemies and bad witchcraft emanating from the west was to become 
a recurring theme during this era. As in so many of the Lozi myths, this threat to the well-being of the Luyi could only be overcome with 
the help of magic, usually supplied by a ‘doctor’ from the ‘south’ meaning the southern portion of Bulozi. 

Jalla’s account speaks of the way that Yeta, who was a son of Mwambwa, and had been given the responsibility of guarding 
fords across the ‘river’ (Zambezi), was withdrawn. Maybe Yeta had not served the purpose with which he had been entrusted although 
no direct criticism is made and Yeta was to become the third Lozi King.  The ‘doctor’ in this case instructed that a young girl had to 
be fetched who had to pound the doctor’s medicine in a mortar and pointing the pestle in the direction of the Andonyi, cursed them, 
comparing them to a variety of trees which were known to die (this is very interesting as virtually no trees were to be found in this part of 
the plain), presumably of old age. The Andonyi, with whom the Luyi must have clearly been in some sort of attritive confl ict, now started to 
be seized by fever and this rendered them powerless, permitting the Luyi to kill them in large numbers.  Thus the Andonyi were repulsed 
from the Luyi homeland although they retreated only as far as the western boundary of the fl ood plain, where the Lukona forest begins, 
from where they continued to harass all those who passed through.  The Andonyi might have been the Mbunda who were to share much 
of Luyi/Lozi history in ensuing years. Meanwhile all peoples from the west were referred to as Wiko or Mawiko, a term (sometimes used 
depracatingly) in use up to the present day as far east as Kaonde.

Mboo appears in Luyi tradition as a particularly inspired leader. An example is a seat he had made from reeds and Makenge 
roots called Lubona, which was peculiar in that it was so designed that when Mboo sat on it his feet could not touch the ground but would 
need to be rested on some sort of support.  Another is the creation of the Nalikwanda (Litunga’s barge).  One of the prime reasons for 
making the change from a female to a male ruler, it is said, was to deal with the threat from the annual inundation which killed most of 
the Luyi livestock and drowned people and villages alike.  Mboo came up with the idea of a boat or rather a barge with which to transport 
people and valuables to higher ground.  The fi rst barge, called Njonjola, was constructed of local reeds called Mefalingi, which were sewn 
together using Makenge roots and fi bres.  It was, it is said, constructed in parts, the sides fi nally being attached to the base.  Clearly, this 
sort of craft was not very sturdy or long-lasting and soon the need for wood was realised.  The sort of wood that was desired was that 
from which planks could be made and three sorts were chosen as suitable, Mulombe, Muzauli and Munyonga.  The latter was chosen 
specifi cally for the base due to its low density, providing good fl oatation properties.  The origin of the technology of using planks is a bit of 
a mystery as it does not seem to have been employed before. This question is intriguing and no answer is readily available.  

Three carvers were sought by Mboo for the Njonjola which was constructed at a village called Liaylo at the place of a man called 
Akabeti. Spears (mbinji) were sought from people living in the forest (mushitu) east of the plain (where iron working had been known for 
centuries past) and these were used to make holes in the planks using fi re and through these holes were passed Makenge fi bres (roots), 
which were used to join the planks together.  Bitumen-like glue called Lingongwe (made from the bark of certain trees) was then used to 
seal the holes.  Paddling sticks were made under the supervision of Mukulwembowe, the Chief Rainmaker at Nakato village.  These early 
barges were decorated with vertical dull scarlet and creamy white stripes using dried clay and chalkstone or dried Makenge root for the 
creamy colour.  The object was to create shades of light and dullness, which were to resemble the designs on the altars used to worship 
the Luyi God, Nyambe.  Later, the stripes changed in colour to black and white and were said to resemble a zebra’s stripes but this was 
not the original purpose. Thus the early Njonjola was decorated to look like a giant altar.

Finally, the chief carver, Induna Nambayo would be called to supervise all the carvings and to launch the barge for testing.  The 
Njonjola became also known as Linene meaning ‘a wide thing’ and later as Nalikwanda, the name by which it is known today.  This latter 
name means ‘for the people,’ meaning that it was for the use of all those who could paddle and who lived in vulnerable low areas where 
the annual fl ood known as mezi a lungwangwa (water that consumes everything) rose too high.  The purpose was to transport people to 
higher ground for safety.  Later, the Nalikwanda was for the sole use of the King who led a train of barges and canoes in the procession 
known as Kuomboka (to get out of water), which heralded the move to higher ground of much of the Lozi nation any time between early 
March and mid-April depending on the height of the waters.  In the pre-Makololo era this migration did not take place to any particular or 
regular location, it could be to any higher ground that was deemed safe.  Later, when the use of the plain margins was included, families 
had regular fl ood-time homes where they took their cattle, and Kings would also choose their own Kuomboka destination.  It was only 
during the time of Yeta III in the twentieth century that a fi xed destination was set.  Kuomboka remains a potent symbol of Lozi culture and 
identity stemming from the reign of the fi rst Lozi male monarch, Mboo.



Domestic Tourism

From The Times of Zambia:
The call by Tourism and Arts Permanent Secretary, Stephen Mwansa, to the private sector to help make local tourism 
affordable is a timely reminder of how the sector can rake millions into the economy as much from locals as the foreign 
arrivals. …

Like the Zambia Tourism Board (ZTB) director for Domestic Tourism, Doris Kofi  said, Zambians need to appreciate 
tourism products that are right in their backyards, sometimes unknown to them.
“It is possible to take a bus and visit the Victoria Falls. It all starts from there. We should not look at tourism as a lofty 
thing,” she said.

Ms Kofi  gave an example of South Africa where domestic tourism was bigger than international tourism saying that could 
be possible for Zambia, as the country was endowed with tourist attractions like culture and wildlife. …

I looked at a survey done in South Africa on domestic tourism in 2011.  The survey covered anyone who travelled away 
from their home and stayed overnight - this was termed domestic tourism.  It stated that most South Africans travelled 
to ‘Visit Friends and Family’ (70%).  Next on the list were those travelling for a funeral – 11%, and those travelling for a 
‘holiday’ was 9%.  Many South Africans who travelled for ‘holiday’ went to the beach.    

It is also interesting to see the demographics of the people in the survey:

Population Group Number 
(‘000)

Percentage

Black African 7,958 71.0

Coloured 1,870 7.8

Indian/Asian 389 3.5

White 1,987 17.7

Total 11,205 100.0

I feel sure that if the same survey was done in Zambia the results would be very similar.  If we take the same defi nition 
of domestic tourism and include, in our evaluation, anyone who travels away from home, we can get benefi ts.  When 
people visit friends and family they are likely to go out for a meal or go and visit a local attraction.  For us in Livingstone, 
of course, they will visit the Victoria Falls.  This is still ‘domestic tourism’.  I am sure if we were not land-locked we could 
get Zambians to go to the beach.  

But will black Zambians visit our parks?  I looked at the statistics from SanParks.  It stated: Black guests comprise a total 
of 31.3% of total South African day visitors and 8.0% of total South African overnight guests. 

It would seem that the black people in South Africa are not the main visitors to their parks; the visitors are mainly white.  
This is not a racial thing, it is a cultural thing.  For some reason, and I don’t know why, it is not in the culture of black 
Africans to go into the parks.  As you know I have visited parks throughout this region for many years and I rarely see 
black visitors to them.  The last time I was in Hwange I met a black family at Nyamandhlovu Pan.  I was so pleased to see 
them and chatted to them for quite a time.  They were not staying in the park, but outside in Ganda Lodge.  

Let us look at the demographics of Zambia and other southern African countries:

Country  Total Population  White Population 

South Africa          52,000,000 4,600,000 

Namibia            2,100,000 75,000 

Zambia          13,000,000 120,000 

Zimbabwe          13,000,000 130,000 

Botswana 2,100,000 60,000

If you take the white populations of South Africa, Namibia and Zimbabwe those people are South Africans, Namibians or 
Zimbabweans.  If we take the white population of Zambia, those people are, I would guess, 90% ‘foreigners’ on permits.  I 
am sure Botswana is the same; there are only a few white Batswana.

Let us look at the park fees.  I hope I have them right and have converted them all to US$ so that we can compare:

Citizens Residents SADC International

Zambia 4 15 15 20

Zimbabwe 3 3 8 10

South Africa 6 6 12 24

Namibia 3 3 6 7

Botswana 1 3 13 13



So, what conclusions can we draw from this information?  And how can Doris Kofi   help to promote domestic tourism?  
She wants Zambians to visit our parks, but, if we look at statistics from South Africa, the black people there are not the 
major visitors to their parks … and their park infrastructure is so much better than ours in Zambia … In Kruger National 
Park, for example, some of the roads are tarred.  

So, what do we do to increase tourism in our parks in Zambia?  For a start we have to stop charging Zambian residents 
such high rates.  We need to get them into the parks.  If our parks are priced reasonably the Zambian resident population 
will visit more often and bring in friends and family to visit.  And, then, we have to encourage foreign tourism.  The parks 
are not going to be fi lled with Zambians and their families – the example of South Africa should show us that.  

Having said that, of course we need to provide accommodation within the parks that Zambians are happy to use.  As 
I said in the last newsletter, the old government accommodation has been handed over to ZAWA to use as Scout 
Camps.  This accommodation was affordable by everyone.  In South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia their government 
accommodation is still intact and is widely used for domestic tourism.  

To expect the private sector to provide budget accommodation in Zambian parks, I’m afraid, is not an option.  Running a 
lodge in a park in Zambia is extremely expensive when you take in the lease fees, taxes and levies.  Add to this the fact 
that many lodges can only operate for 6 months of the year because of fl ooding during the rains.  In order for a lodge to 
break even or to make a profi t, it has to be upmarket.  However, if government builds and runs camps, it won’t be subject 
to all the taxes, levies and lease fees which are imposed on the private sector.  Hence the reason why the camps in 
Namibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa are successful.  

But Doris Kofi  can promote domestic tourism by looking at what Zambians enjoy doing and to include any travel away 
from their immediate environment.  Zambians do like to travel but they are more likely to travel to visit friends and family; 
or to go shopping; or to go to a sporting event or, fi nally, to go to traditional ceremonies.   

I think we have good shops now in Lusaka, but what about sporting events or traditional ceremonies?  If we look at the 
infrastructure and the promotion of these events, we can get Zambians out of their homes and visiting different places 
… and spending their money …  but to expect them to visit our wonderful parks, I’m afraid, will probably not happen, 
however much we ask them to go there.  

Fascinating memoir is both a paean and a dirge for the great Zambezi
Tony Weaver, Cape Times

For the past couple of years, I have been having a delightful sporadic email 
correspondence with retired biochemistry professor, David Whitehead, who has 
worked at universities across Africa after graduating from Oxford.  
Our connection came about after I had written several columns on my travels in 
Zambia, and when I previewed a trip I did in 2012 to Barotseland, Liuwa Plains, the 
Kafue and the Busanga Plains.  

David, it turned out, was born and grew up in Barotseland.  He is a walking 
encyclopedia on the area, and one of the mails he sent me was what he called 
“my limited Silozi vocabulary”, a list of common words and phrases, and notes on 
pronunciation which proved invaluable in some of the more remote parts of the region.  
And that, really, brings me to the point of this column: David has written the most 
delightful memoir about his life in Barotseland, and his lifelong fascination with the 
Lozi people and the Bulozi kingdom.  Titled Inspired by the Zambezi, and subtitled 
Memories of Barotseland and a Royal River – the mighty Liambai, it is one of those 
gems that anyone travelling to the regions simply has to beg, borrow, buy or steal – 
preferably buy, as all the proceeds from its sale are going towards building a school 
near Makusi Village on the Zambezi in Sesheke District.  

It was a remarkable upbringing, all the more so given that David went to Oxford University as a Rhodes Scholar, studying 
under Nobel laureate, Prof Hans Krebs – even I knew who Krebs was, having learnt about the “Krebs cycle” in high 
school biology.  
As he says in his memoir about growing up in Bulozi, “relating my experiences in Bulozi will, I hope, serve to illustrate how 
lucky I was to grow up in such a magical, friendly world dominated by the fantastic Zambezi River.  We lived amongst an 
amazing tribe, the Malozi, from whom I learned many lessons while imbibing their colourful language as if it were my own.  
I even used to dream in Silozi; and sometimes I still do.”
The books is populated with colourful characters, some of whom went on to become household names in southern Africa 
– the Meikles brothers, after whom the famous Meikles Hotel in Harare is named, the Susman brothers, founders of the 
modern day Woolworths, and the various members of the royal families of both Bulozi and Lesotho (Constantine Seeiso, 
later to be King Moshoeshoe II, was his Oxford tennis partner). 
The moving preface to the memoir is written by Akashambwata Mbikusita-Lewanika, son of Litunga (King) Mbikusita 
Lewanika II, and grandson of one of the most famous of all the Lozi kings, the Litunga Lubosi Lewanika (1842-1916) who 
had the great foresight to declare one of Africa’s gems, Liuwa Plains, a protected area in the 19th century.
Mbikusita-Lewanika writes in the preface that “this story specifi cally belongs to the fraternity of all those of us who 
care passionately about thinking, seeing, living, serving and loving Africa’s Barotseland … (David is) a member of this 



The David Lemon Walk

David Lemon has had a bit of a hitch in his quest to walk the length of the Zambezi River.  The last time I told you of 
his progress he was 180 km along Cabora Bassa.  That was several weeks ago.  And then I got the dreadful news that 
he had been whisked off to hospital in South 
Africa.  I imagined the worse, of course, but 
fortunately, it wasn’t all bad.  David had got 
malaria.  His legs gave way just before Tete 
and he knew that something was wrong.  A 
well-wisher searched his cellphone for contacts 
to fi nd someone to phone - they got hold of his 
daughter.  Panic stations.  Arrangements were 
made to fl y him out of Mozambique and to 
South Africa where he was treated.  The doctor 
told him that he must rest for two weeks.  So, 
as I write, David is in Ndola ‘resting’.  

I phoned him in Ndola to see how he was.  I’m 
fi ne, he told me.  Just following the doctor’s 
orders.  I will be going back to Tete to restart 
the journey as soon as I can.  

He told me that he had had a wonderful time walking through 
Mozambique.  He had walked along the trail which David Livingstone 
had walked along the southern side of the lake and the river.  He 
didn’t think that anyone had used that trail since David Livingstone’s 
time.  He met up with villagers who ran away as soon as they saw 
him - they had never seen a white man before.  He would sit quietly 
and eventually the fear of the villagers was overcome by curiosity; they 
came back to see him.  Communication was a bit of a problem, but 
with a bit of Shona, English and some hand signals he managed to get 
his message across.  No doubt we will  hear all about it when David 
writes the book of this part of his travels.  

David has also found two friends, Moffat and Isaiah, who have been 
walking with him.  They want to continue the trek to Chinde to help 
him; they will carry the rucksack!  This last part of the journey is 420 
km and he hopes to complete it in 4-6 weeks.  Please remember that David will be 70 years old in December - this is no 
mean feat ...

Throughout the journey, David has been supported by Cowbell.

fraternity.  He inherits a custodianship of his subject – the land, the River, and heritage of the Barotse experience …
“Like the Zambezi River, this book does not only belong to Barotseland.  It also refl ects lives, livelihoods and (the) ecology 
of neighbouring Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe and Mozambique.  What the Zambezi gathers on its journey to 
the Indian Ocean contributes to the rest of the world’s ocean waters and the shores of the world they touch.  So it is with 
this book.”
And that, really, is what lies at the core of this memoir: it is both a paean and a dirge for one of the great rivers of Africa 
and of the world, and a river about which I am personally passionate, the Zambezi.  
Interspersed among the childhood reminiscences and fascinating history of the settler life in Mongu, are observations 
on the environment and early warning signals of long term environmental degradation.  I learnt here that the devastating 
spread of the south-eastern Brazilian aquatic plant, salvinia molesta – Kariba weed – which has wrought havoc on Lake 
Kariba, in the Okavango Delta, and the Kwando, Linyanti and Chobe rivers, was caused by just one person tipping the 
contents of their ornamental fi sh tank into the Zambezi near Kazungula in 1948 or 1949.
The book is self-published and will be sold through lodges in Zambia, or contact David on whitehead@new.co.za.



ZIMBABWE

Kariba Flights to be Resumed

Air Zimbabwe is to start fl ying to Kariba Town again  in August.  This will be a welcome relief for tour operators in Kariba 
who have been asking for this for many years.  The hopes are that it will revitalise tourism in the town.  
The schedule for fl ights is:

Wednesday, Friday and Sunday
Harare - Kariba      0930-1020
Kariba - Vic Falls   1050-1210
Vic Falls - Kariba    1400-1520
Kariba - Harare       1550-1640

Kariba Animal Welfare Trust

Kariba Animal Welfare Trust is starting their programme of feeding 
the animals on Antelope Island.  If the animals are not given 
supplementary food during the dry season they will starve.  It 
is a massive operation undertaken by KAWFT, ZimParks and 
volunteers.  Farmers send feed; transporters bring the feed to 
Kariba; the grass on the airport is cut and bailed; the food is taken 
by boat to the island every day.  

For any donations, help offer, more info, or information on 
injured animals please contact below
kawf2011@gmail.com
Phone numbers 
Cavan Warren 0772 690 915 - KARIBA
Nick Grant 0772 607 214 - HARARE
Debbie Ottman Land Home 061 2342 Work 2764  Cell 0773 996 
487- KARIBA
Sonya Mc Master Land Home 061 2488 Cell 0772 874 352 
FACE BOOK - www.facebook.com/KaribaAnimalWelfare-
FundTrustKariba

More Cyanide Poisoning; this time in Zambezi National Park

Four elephant carcasses have been found in Zambezi National Park.  They died from 
cyanide poisoning.  ZimParks has started ground and air searches in order to fi nd the 
poachers.  

The article stated that Zambian poachers were suspected of the crime and this is quite 
possible as we have that reputation.  However, the cyanide will probably have come from 
Zimbabwe.  I don’t think we have easy access to cyanide in Zambia. 



VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MATUSADONA WILDLIFE SURVEY:8-13 AUGUST ! 
Friends of the Zambezi Society may remember the volunteer  wildlife surveys that the Society 
successfully organised at in 2007 and 2008 in the Matusadona National Park in collaboration 
with the Zimbabwe Parks & Wildlife Management Authority .  
 
We are planning another such event over the Heroes Day weekend in August 2014, 
in order to survey for evidence of wildlife and the illicit removal of wildlife in the 
Matusadona National Park.
 
The dates are Friday 8th August to Wednesday 13 August 2013.
 
We are looking for 7 volunteer teams to assist in this exercise. Each team needs at least 2 to 3 people who are fi t, can 
map read and use a GPS, are fully self contained to camp and walk in the bush for 4 days and have 4 wheel drive 
transport. Each team will be accompanied by an armed National Parks offi cer.
 
This is an important exercise, but also a chance to have a real wilderness experience while contributing some skills and 
support to the Matusadona National Park.
 
If you are interested, please can you communicate urgently with Frances Morris or Pete Musto as follows:-
Frances Morris +263 772 308172, franlovemore@gmail.com
Pete Musto *263 772 249434, petemusto@gmail.com

ZIMBABWE’S NEW RAMSAR WETLANDS SITES - INFORMATION FACTSHEETS PRODUCED

Last year, seven important wetland sites in Zimbabwe were newly added to the RAMSAR Convention’s List of Wetlands 
of International Importance.  The seven are :-
 
- Victoria Falls National Park, 
- Mana Pools National Park, 
- Monavale Wetland, 
- Lakes Chivero and Manyame, 
- Driefontein Grasslands, 
- Chinhoyi Caves, and 
- Cleveland Dam. 
 
Accession to the RAMSAR List is recognised by conservation organisations and governments worldwide as an important 
step in helping to protect these vulnerable wetland areas into the future. 
 
Another important step is education:  To this end, a series of information factsheets for each of these important sites has 
been produced by a committee of public and private stakeholders, which includes The Zambezi Society, and will shortly 
be available to the public.  The Factsheet about the Mana Pools RAMSAR site was prepared by the Zambezi Society, and 
we thank our Education Offi cer, Leslee Maasdorp, for her hard work in completing this. 
 
PROTECTING THE RIVERS OF MANA POOLS - RAMSAR ASSISTANCE SOUGHT
In the meantime, the Zambezi Society, through the National Wetlands Committee, is preparing a proposal to the RAMSAR 
secretariat’s Small Grants Fund for assistance with gather information about the biodiversity of two important river 
systems in Mana Pools National Park - the Ruckomechi and Chitake rivers - and identifying threats (such as mining and 
wildlife poaching) faced by these important watersources.

Other stories in the July Newsletter:

Protecting the rivers of Mana Pools - RAMSAR assistance sought
Chitake Spring, Mana Pools:  Guidelines for respecting this wonderful wilderness (and attached)
Chirundu: residents consulted about planning
More wildlife outreach for rural schools
What is driving the current demand for rhino horn?
Find it on: http://www.zamsoc.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/BULLETIN-July-2014.pdf



NAMIBIA
Desert elephant controversy

From Informante

The trampling of a Namibian trophy hunter by an elephant has reignited the heated debate around hunting permits issued 
for the country’s gravely endangered desert elephants.
In a strange twist of fate earlier this month, a young bull elephant in the far north of the country trampled a Namibian 
professional hunter assisting a German trophy hunter who is allegedly “licensed to shoot and kill elephants in the 
conservancy”.
The bull was subsequently shot by wildlife authorities, making it the second elephant to be killed in the region in recent 
weeks.

Conservationists have been outraged over the government’s issuing of permits to hunt desert-adapted elephants found 
in Namibia’s northwestern reaches. Renowned conservationist Garth Owen-Smith recently highlighted the dwindling 
numbers of these unique creatures, saying ‘this population of between 120 and 150 elephants that live most of their lives 
in the northern Namib are of enormous value to the country and the world’.

According to sources on the ground, of these 120-odd animals, only 18 are mature bulls – a fact which has enormous 
implications for the breeding potential – and 
ultimately survival – of the group. ...

Suzi Van De Reep, co-owner of the Kunene 
Region’s Huab Lodge,said, “I am horrifi ed by what 
is happening. At the start of the century, we had 13 
bulls who used to visit regularly – we could virtually 
set our clocks by their arrival to dig waterholes in 
the dry riverbed. 
Then, within a space of three years, we lost every 
single one of them to the gun – simply and solely 
because of hunting permits issued by the MET. And 
the tragedy is, it’s not stopping. The government has 
to realise that these elephants are not replaceable.”

Photograph from Namibia Tourism, taken by 
Norbert Schuster

Community Conservancies

Namibia’s Community Conservancies cover a wide area of Namibia.  Within the conservancies the communities are able 
to use the land for tourism ventures, be it photographic or hunting.  The conservancies are supported by The Namibian 
Association of Community Based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM).  

Two new conservancies have recently been announced by the government – Lusese and Nakabolelwa.  They are both in 
the Zambezi (Caprivi) region of Namibia.  I tried to fi nd out exactly where they are but cannot fi nd any defi nite information, 
so the sketch map shows a guess of where they are located.  

This brings the number of conservancies to 81.  The communities can, of course, decide how to utilize their conservancy 
- wildlife, forestry, tourism, fi sheries, etc, but, sadly, it 
seems that hunting is the main cash income for the 
communities.  The Regional Governor mentioning that it 
costs Nam$120,000 (US$11,000) to shoot an elephant. 

It seems such a contradiction when Botswana, just over 
the Chobe River has banned hunting and Peace Parks 
Foundation is trying to encourage the elephants to move 
across this area and into Zambia and Angola.  It will be like 
the elephants running a gauntlet through the area dodging 
bullets.  



WOLFGANG’S COLUMN
BUJAGALI – A STORY OF ENVIRONMENTAL DEGRADATION AND LOSS OF BIODIVERSITY 

Gill: The Bujagali Falls on the Nile have been smothered with water following the construction of a dam downstream to 
provide hydropower.  The whitewater below the Falls is no more, as is the tourist industry which provided rafting and 
kayaking to hundreds of tourists every year.  Our professional rafters from the Zambezi would often spend time in Uganda 
on this stretch of the river.  Now, the Uganda government is considering another dam further downstream at Isimba.  Over 
to Wolfgang:

Following a recent article here on the likely impact of the Isimba hydroelectric plant, should, 
as it is much feared, the maximum height dam option be pursued by the developers and 
fi nanciers, did a large number of comments and information hit my mailboxes, warning of 
the irreversible impact that project might have on the upper Nile valley. Those concerned and 
sharing their insights were in particular citing the example of Bujagali, where several years after 
commissioning the plant the downside of ‘development’ is becoming all too apparent. While 
it is clear that Bujagali, when it came on line, was a lifesaver for Uganda as far as available 
electricity is concerned – prior to the commissioning were Ugandans subjected to a crippling 
load-shedding regimes as a result of failed energy policies – it did NOT lower the tariffs as was 
promised and with the information now at hand one must ask, what mitigative measures, if any, 
have actually taken hold to protect the up-steam ecosystem. 

First to be affected were the adventure companies which offered rafting and kayaking along an exciting white water stretch of the 
river just below the Owen Falls dam. They were all based around the Bujagali Falls area and had to move their operation downstream 
at considerable expense, when the mighty roar of the river, rushing over the rapids and falls, was silenced by rising waters as the dam 
downstream was closed and the reservoir fi lled up. ...
What was once a rushing and gushing river and Uganda’s most visited site, with visitors from near and far fl ocking to Bujagali to see 
the white water close up and personal, watching the rafts fl y over the rapids and more often than not fl ipping in the air, with riverbanks 
teeming with bird life, today the mini lake has entirely altered the fabric of the area. 
Overfi shing has depleted this stretch of river of fi sh, with locals led to believe, or misled to believe, that there could be a new 
livelihood in fi shing, leaving the fi shing stations put up by the operators of the hydro-electric plant slowly fall into disrepair as the 
quantity of fi sh landed had declined to levels no longer viable for commercial purposes. The lack of fi sh has also led to an exodus of 
certain bird species, notably with few fi sh eagle breeding pairs left. In the past their calls echoed up and down the river, audible even 
over the roar of the water from the falls and rapids and today those calls have all but gone, leaving the silence at times quite deafening 
for those who were used to the sound from the river. 
Also by and large disappeared have the large number of fruit bats which were using trees on the many little islands in the river to rest, 
but when the islands got submerged and the trees died, so did the habitat of the fruit bats, incidentally a protected species in Uganda, 
not that it helped them in this case. 
Increased cultivation along the riverbanks has also impacted on the ecosystem and displaced wildlife and birdlife, leaving the area’s 
biodiversity poorer and the people living there not much better off either. The steady fl ow of income and of CSR programmes which 
benefi tted local schools and other facilities, has dried up at this part of the river, as the tourists are now arriving further downstream 
for their rafting, leaving their past stomping grounds less busy, with less employment and less income for the locals. Hopes of 
alternative attractions, including the formation of a leisure hub, have not materialized at this time and many Kampaleans asked cited 
the ugly sight of transmission lines at the other side of the river as a reason not to be too keen to support schemes fl oated to put up 
weekend estates, bringing to the forefront one of the biggest failures of the regulators and of government, to push the transmission 
lines back from the river front in order to allow for such 
developments. 
Additionally, and more worrying, do the waters of the river 
now move only very slowly, and the mini lake has become a 
breeding ground for bilharzia, something which was rarely 
found along the fast moving river before the dam went up. 
This prevented the emergence of alternative water sports as 
experts had suggested and locals hoped for, as the target group 
for sailing, boating and water skiing, mainly affl uent Ugandans 
and of course the expatriate community, have been warned of 
the emergence of waterborne diseases and subsequently stayed 
away.  …

Gill: I have highlighted the impacts of the dam in red in 
the hopes that our Environmental Agency will consider the 
same consequences with the proposed Batoka Dam. 

One of my maps to show you where the 
Bujagali Falls used to be and also for the 

next story, the position of Hell’s Gate.



Date Event Place

Friday, 25 July - Friday, 8 August Walkers for the Blue Cross Chilo Lodge - Nyanga, Zimbabwe

Saturday 26 July - Sunday, 26 July Livingstone Polocrosse Chundukwa, Livingstone, Zambia

Sunday, 26 July Hollywood Chrismar Hotel

Sunday, 3 August - Friday, 8 August Off-road Cyclists for the Blue Cross Chilo Lodge - Nyanga, Zimbabwe

Monday, 4 August - Friday, 8 August Traditional Cyclists for the Blue Cross Chilo Lodge - Nyanga, Zimbabwe

Saturday, 10 August Full Moon

Sunday, 11 August Kariba Half Marathon Kariba, Zimbabwe

Saturday, 16 August Canoe Challenge Siavonga, Zambia

Wed, 27 August - Sat, 30 August Zambezi Classic Fishing Comp Katima Mulilo, Namibia

Friday, 24 October - Tuesday 28 October Kayak Festival Waterfront, Livingstone, Zambia

October Elephant Charge Lusaka, Zambia

CALENDAR

Hell’s Gate National Park, Kenya

National Parks, game reserves and national monuments and treasures are having a hard time anywhere to stand up against the so 
called ‘progress and development’ and East Africa is no exception. … 
A recent announcement that parliament has started the process of degazetting a section of the Nairobi National Park to allow for 
the legal construction of the fi nal link for the Southern Bypass Highway, is seen by many as opening the fl ood gates and setting the 
precedent for future land grab, be it for the new standard gauge railway, or yet another bypass highway or simply to satisfy the greed 
of developers who could get instant billionaires if they could carve out a corner of the park here and there and build a gated estate on 
such prized land. …
This article however is dedicated to the Hells Gate National Park, which like few others is not just in danger of having a section 
carved out for that nebulous concept of ‘progress and development’ but is in danger of being degazetted altogether, or just remaining 
with a small core area compared to the present size of some 68 square kilometres. (Gill: Mosi-oa-Tunya NP is 66 sq km). What is 
most intriguing though is that the guardians of Kenya’s wilderness areas, Kenya Wildlife Service, appears to have joined hand with 
developers to drive a hidden agenda and very covertly have measures taken which will irreversibly alter the fabric of Mt. Longonot 
and its surrounding area. …

The Star, one of Kenya’s daily newspapers, in May published an extensive article about the dangers Hells Gate National Park is now 
facing and courtesy of Tony Clegg-Butt, publisher of the Travel News Kenya, was the topic once again pushed to the fore, combined 
with his plea to get involved and help save this marvel of a park on the bottom of the Great African Rift Valley.

Hell’s Gate National Park is facing certain death as Kengen aggressively drills wells all over its body to generate electricity, experts 
have warned. 
They say half of the tiny park has already been paralysed by the wells, yet hundreds more and fi ve huge industrial parks have been 
planned. 
“Consultants told us it was time to consider de-gazetting the park as the development of hundreds of more wells was a certainty 
and the park could not exist,” says Simon Thomset, one of the Kenyans trying to save the park. 
Tour operators and hoteliers around Naivasha complain the world famous national park is fast losing its natural aura and 
changing into a factory.
Kenya Power Generating Company (KenGen) managing director Andrew Mugo confi rmed they will create fi ve “industrial parks” 
inside the national park where manufacturers can build factories and access cheaper electricity. …

Gill: This story has resonance with us in Zambia as we see the degazetting of parts of Nsumbu and Mweru Wantipa 
National Parks because of the pressure by population growth.  Our parks in Africa will continue to suffer from 
encroachment be it by people or the needs of industry.  

TAZARA GETS 80 MILLION DOLLAR INVESTMENT BOOST 

The Tanzanian and Zambian government have agreed to inject a further 80 million US Dollars in the TAZARA railway line, which is 

currently also receiving added support from China, which constructed the line some 4 decades ago to link Zambia with a reliable rail 

link to the port of Dar es Salaam as the option through Apartheid South Africa at the time was not viable. 

The decision was reportedly reached last weekend at a meeting of ministerial delegations, with some 9 million US Dollars disbursed 

immediately to pay for salary arrears and other operational expenses. …



The poinsettias have fi nished fl owering now.  They have given us an incredible display 
for the past month.  Now is the time to prune them.  They look a bit sad for a while, but 
soon they will send out fresh growth.  Don’t forget to do it now otherwise they start to 
send out new leaves and branches from the fl owering points and look a mess.  You 
can’t prune at any other time.  

These small succulents which, I think, are a type of 
kalanchoe, are starting to fl ower.  They sit ignored in the leaf 
litter all year round, not caring whether they get water or not; 
now they come into their own.  The do prefer shade, so let 
them snuggle under trees and shrubs.

Finally, the indigenous aloes, are coming in to fl ower now.  
These ones were moved at the beginning 
of the rainy season and have decided the 
spot I gave them in full sun is a good place 
to be.  I have mixed them in with lavendar 
and impala lilies which also like full sun.      

I have been in the bush and seen fi elds of 
these aloes - stunning.  

THE GARDENING BIT

EXCHANGE RATES

US$1 K6.12

P8.84

Nam$10.61

I’m 63 now. But that’s just 17 Celsius.

THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks

Gill

WEATHER

Min Temp Max Temp

16°C 23°C

It’s getting warmer ... woopee ...


