
A Ride on the Train

Last issue of the newsletter I told you about our trip to Muchenje Lodge in Botswana.  Following our stay we 
headed off to Victoria Falls Town to stay there a night.  Returning to Livingstone we did more touristy things 
including a trip on our Steam Train – The Royal Livingstone Express.  

The train now is parked along the main road near ZRA in the new Bushtracks Station.  It is makes Livingstone 
look very special to see the train on full view for everyone to see.  Previously it was behind the yellow and 
black painted gate in a back ‘alley’ and we couldn’t see it clearly when passing.  

The Royal Livingstone Express has special rates for Zambians so do give them a ring to fi nd out a price – it is 
a very exciting trip and well worth the money.  

There are now two different routes.  The original route is along the Mulobezi line and into the Mosi-oa-Tunya 
Park but recently Bushtracks has decided to take the train onto the Victoria Falls Bridge.  This is a totally 
different experience – a historical tour.  

We joined the train for a ride to the bridge.  After arriving at the Bushtracks Station we walked to the train on 
the red carpet and were given a welcoming glass of something – 
beer, wine or soft drink.  The train was full-ish and we joined all the 
other guests in the carriages.  As soon as we were all aboard the 
locomotive pushed the train in to Livingstone main station and then 
down the line towards the Victoria Falls.  

I just love steam trains – I can remember riding in them when I was 
young – yes, I am old, now.  I enjoy the sound of the locomotive as it 
belches smoke from its funnel and the smell of the coal as it burns, 
heating up the water into steam to drive the engine.  

All along the route Peter Jones regaled us with stories of the train, 
Livingstone and Zambia in the old days.  As we all know, Peter is 
quite a story-teller and loves his history.  He was rushing from one 
carriage to the other to keep us all entertained.  

Dear All

My header is, of course, some buffalo - one of our amazing sightings in Chobe National Park while we were 
staying at Muchenje Safari Lodge.



Meanwhile the waiters kept our glasses 
replenished as we rattled along the tracks.  

When we arrived at the bridge we all got off to 
have a walk.  The spray from the Victoria Falls 
was billowing up from below the bridge – just as 
Cecil Rhodes had wanted.  The road and tracks 
were wet.  Some of the guests, including our 
visiting Londoner, Rob, were allowed to get into 
the locomotive and see the inner workings.  

Re-boarding the train we trundled back up the 
track for a while and then the train stopped so 
that we could enjoy our dinner.  It was getting 
dark then and the waiters rushed around 
serving our dinner.  

The food is prepared at the Royal Livingstone Hotel and brought 
onto the train for fi nal touches.  It really is excellent, of course.  The 
wine and conversation fl owed.  All too soon the train continued its 
journey back to Livingstone and the ride came to an end. 

 A very enjoyable outing.  Try it.

Council Inner Workings

I have been going in to the Council offi ces recently to sort out a land issue.  I had been writing letters for over 
a year and had no response but last week I decided that I had to bite the bullet and do whatever it took to get 
the necessary permissions.  I think I have done well and am almost complete but it has taken a visit to Council 
every day.  While being in attendance at one of the offi ces I listened to other frustrated Livingstonians as they 
tried to fi nd their way through the maze of papers, people and desks.  One poor lady was beside herself as it 
seemed that her previous paperwork was missing and she was advised to start the process all over again.  

As I drove through the suburbs of Livingstone I could see so many new homes and wondered how many of 
them have the necessary planning permission.  Probably, not many.  I have listened to other people and their 
tales of woe about getting the necessary paperwork.  I have heard of a ‘fast-track’ system which I won’t go 
into.  I have heard of people using consultants to get their permissions …

The Livingstone City Council 
is there for the purpose of 
overseeing the running of 
Livingstone.  It is operated by 
people of Livingstone.  It is run 
by an administration made up of 
Livingstone people.  It is overseen 
by Councillors of Livingstone who 
are elected by us.  So, why are 
things so diffi cult?

I really don’t know but I do feel 
that we need to do something 
about it.  I managed to fi nd a 
copy of the names and cellphone 
numbers of our Councillors and 
I do feel that we should all take 
it upon ourselves to help the 
Council to become more people-
friendly and effi cient.  

If we do not complain they won’t 
get better.  

Name Ward Cell

Saxon Simachembele Freedom 0977 800 836

Mathews Jere Mwalibonena 0977 821 764

Reuben Kakwasha Libuyu 965/0977 878 254

Friday Nkonde Kariba 0977 143 213

Milford Maambo Simonga 0977 787 060

Mary Kaimba Kasiya 0977 822 165

Fennix Liandisha Namatama 0977 897 796

Likando Liswani Dambwa Central 0977 446 855

Steven Simasinti Shungu 0977 303 436

Frank Kalindima Nansanza 0977 539 731

Stanley Ngoma Mubitana 0977 744 613

Aggrey Njekwa Lizuma 0977 800 473

Philemon Musonda Zambezi 0977 233 089

Patrick Makala Mulungushi 0979 197 298

Ziwa Ziwa Musi O Tunya 0977/0966 857 624

Moses Sibaya Maramba 0977/0966 611 084

Frederick Sikazwe Akapelwa 0977/0955/0966 788 077



� � � � � �
More roads for Western Province

In a report in the Post we are told that the road 
construction from Sioma to Kalongola has been given 
to China Geo and that the design for the road from 
Matabele to Shangombo is ready.  

We know that the road from Katima Mulilo north has 
been done and that a new bridge is being constructed 
across the Zambezi River just below Ngonye (Sioma) 

Falls 
which will connect to Senanga on the eastern side of the river.  
At the moment the road travels north from Ngonye Falls to 
Kalongola where there is a ferry.  If I remember correctly, the 
bridge should be completed this year.  

The Shangombo road will be interesting as it takes us to the 
Angola border.  A few weeks ago it was reported that the 
Kwando River was being dredged to allow the use of a boat.  
I wondered then if it would be a pontoon which would allow 
vehicles to cross into Angola.  

As you can see from the map this area of Angola is a protected 
area.  I doubt that there is much wildlife left in there but as Peace 
Parks are working on the Kavango-Zambezi Conservation Area 
we can but hope that in the future we will have more wilderness 
areas to investigate. 

TWO SUSPECTS ARRESTED IN THE DEATH OF DEXTER CHILUNDA, HEAD OF LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AT LIUWA PLAIN NATIONAL PARK, ZAMBIA
From African Parks

Two men have been arrested in connection with the killing of Dexter Chilunda, the head of law enforcement at 
Liuwa Plain National Park. Dexter was shot by suspected poachers while investigating gunshots heard by park 
rangers in the park on Friday, 23 May 2014.

The men were apprehended in the town of Lukulu, 35 kilometres from the park on Sunday, 1 June 2014, and 
are to appear in court at a date that has not yet been established.
The arrests resulted from the combined efforts of the Zambian police, ZAWA and fi ve Liuwa Plain law 
enforcement offi cers following leads by supportive local communities who were devastated by his death. 

An experienced ranger and law enforcement offi cer with more than 20 years’ experience, Dexter Chilunda was 
on secondment to Liuwa Plain National Park from ZAWA. He was buried on Monday 26 May in Kaomo (250 
kms from Liuwa). He leaves a wife and seven children who will be fi nancially provided for in terms of a life 
insurance policy put in place by African Parks.

“The combined efforts of the Zambian police, ZAWA and 
the Liuwa Plain law enforcement unit that resulted in the 
arrests are to be commended, said African Parks CEO, 
Peter Fearnhead. “In addition, we are appreciative of the 
overwhelming support from local communities who assisted 
the investigating team. The arrests also send a strong 
warning message to poachers about the consequences of 
their activities.”



ZAWA News

Orphaned Elephants taken to Kafue National Park

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) and Game Rangers International (GRI) would like to announce the 
successful translocation of two elephant orphans, Maramba and Kavalamanja, which were being kept at Lilayi 
Elephant Nursery,to Kafue Release Facility in Kafue National Park(KNP).  This is the fi rst step on their journey 
to being released back into the wild in Kafue 
National Park since they were found abandoned 
and brought to Lilayi Elephant Orphanage two 
years ago.

This is also the fi rst time that elephants are being 
moved from the nursery to the release facility which 
was established in 2008, for elephant maintenance, 
treatment and care.
Maramba, now aged four and Kavalamanja, aged 
three and half years were two years ago found 
wandering alone in Maramba Village in Livingstone 
and Luangwa District respectively. Kavalamanja’s 
mother is said to have been killed by poachers. 

On Monday, June 9, 2014, Maramba and 
Kavalamanjawere transported to KNP by an 
experienced team of elephant keepers, Ivan Katongomala and Foster Sitali based at the Nursery, under the 
supervision of Head of Veterinary at ZAWA, Dr. David Squarre and Dr Mutinta Haachilala, who is a private 

veterinarian. 
On arrival at the Kafue Release Facility, Maramba 
and Kavalamanja joined the other seven elephants 
that are being kept there.  The facility was 
established in 2008 to care and treat elephants 
before they are fi nally released into the wild.

The ultimate release of the elephants depends on 
individual needs, behaviours and probably occurs 
between the ages of 10-12years.

ZAWA is grateful to GRI, the David Shepherd 
Wildlife Foundation, International Fund for Animal 
Welfare, ZANACO, who are the sponsors of 
Maramba, and Elephantopia, the sponsors of 
Kavalamanja.

Zambian Poacher Killed in Botswana

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) has received information from its counterparts in Botswana that Wildlife 
Offi cers in that country’s Chobe National Park last week intercepted fourteen suspects believed to have 
entered that country on a poaching spree from Zambia.
One of the fourteen, identifi ed as Bornface Ndauze, 41 of John Laing in Lusaka, was shot and killed after an 
exchange of fi re between the offi cers and the suspects.  The body of the deceased has since been repatriated 
back to Zambia, while the thirteen other suspects managed to escape and are currently on the run.

Recovered during the incident which happened on June 3, are 10x.375 live ammunition, 34 ivory tusks, four 
axes, four elephant tails, 12 bags of assorted game meat and a digital weighing scale.

In another incident, the Zambia Revenue Authority (ZRA) has intercepted a 33 year old businessman for being 
in possession of four pieces of ivory, weighing 19Kgs at Kazungula border post. Oliver Muchimba, of house 
number A41 in Livingstone, was intercepted on June 13, 2014.



From the Zambia Weekly

Traffi c Cops
The traffi c section is so attractive that police offi cers even volunteer to use their personal cars to chase after a 
traffi c offender, but when it comes to other crimes like armed robberies, even the police cars are not available. 
Is there something special about this section?
MMD Ikeleng’i MP Elijah Muchima suggesting that the traffi c section is the most corrupt in the police (Daily 
Mail 19).

Don’t take our water
A coalition of civil society organisations in Northwestern Province have objected to Kansanshi Mine’s 
application to the Water Resource Management Authority (WARMA) to abstract two million litres (2,000 
cubic metres) of water a day from the Solwezi River. The water will be used for unspecifi ed recreation. The 
coalition’s spokesman, Luckson Mulumbi, pointed out that Solwezi River is the only source of water for people 
in Solwezi, and that the water in the river has diminished over the years. He explained that Northwestern 
Water and Sewerage Company abstracts 2,000-4,500 cubic metres of water a day in the dry season, against 
a total capacity of 5,000 cubic metres, meaning there could be a defi cit. The coalition also argued that 
Kansanshi had not followed the procedures of the WARMA Act of 2011, as mines only can apply for water 
for mining purposes and not for recreation. It further suggested that Kansanshi should focus on developing 
external rather than internal recreation for the benefi t of all people, highlighting the Kifubwa Monument.

Kariba Dam

We have heard over the weeks that Kariba Dam Wall needs work.  The plunge pool below the wall had been 
gouged out to a depth of over 80 metres.  If left to continue the structure of the dam may be compromised.  

Recently the Engineering Institution of Zambia (EIZ) stated though its Vice President, George Sitali:

The present spillway gates do not allow the emergency operation in cases when the downstream gates fail to 
close, due to deformities over the years.  The effects of alkali aggregate reaction are volumetric expansion of 
the concrete leading to deformation in the spillway gate built-in parts leading to gate operation problems. The 
proposed remedial and plunge pool enlargement works and modernisation of the monitoring equipment need 
to be implemented in the shortest possible time to guarantee continued dam safety.

The team from EIZ recommended that large concrete structures, while operating safely, are characterised 
by cracks of one form or the other.  The cracks on the Kariba Dam are due to shrinkage of concrete and 
temperature effects, over the years. Surface cracks are mainly caused by alkali aggregate reaction and are 
prominent on the secondary concrete on the structure. Secondary concrete is used mainly to attain particular 
installation requirements, which in this case, was for embedded parts.

ZRA (Zambezi River Authority) has endeavoured to foresee operational challenges that would arise from the 
gate operations.  The proposed installation of the emergency spillway gate and gantry is a proactive way of 
introducing fl exible operation of the spillway facility, thereby, improving reliability and safety of the dam under 
varying hydraulic conditions.

Among the signifi cant external activities likely to cause concern on the integrity of the dam are the drill and 
blast operations currently taking place on the Kariba South Bank.  Drill and blast operations have recently 
successfully been implemented on the North Bank during the extension works of the power station. Drill and 
blast activities cause vibrations and shock waves and must be capped at certain thresholds.

These statements were included in an article in The Post.  I am not sure that I understand it all, but thought 
other readers might …



Lozi myths, legends and realities (by Lawrence Flint)

Part 1 – Creation myths

The Luyi believed in the existence of one great God, Nyambe ‘who was conceived of as the creator, the merciful, 
the almighty and the giver of all things. He was, by nature, without fl esh and bones.  Prayers were said to him 
in the mornings and evenings and offerings made of seeds, hoes, spears and cattle. Here we can again see 
‘spread-eaglism’ by which the creation of the universe is correlated with the origins of the Barotse Kingship which 
claims divine paternity from the time that Nyambe was on earth, typical of the behaviour of a splinter group bent 
on asserting its own autonomy and separate identity. 

According to one version of Lozi creation myths, Nyambe (‘one who does not speak’), was living in the Libonda 
area with his wife, Nasilele (‘one associated with long things’), and mother, Ngula (‘mother’ or ‘pregnant’), both 
of whom he had made along with the earth and all other living things including the river (Lyambai now Zambezi) 
and the plain (Ngula now Bulozi). Included amongst living things was Kamunu (‘man’) who quickly distinguished 
himself from other animals, for example by learning from and copying Nyambe.  While impressed by Kamunu’s 
intelligence, Nyambe disliked the constant copying of virtually everything he did and became increasingly 
disappointed by the behaviour of Kamunu to the other living things that he had created.  Kamunu went hunting 
and killed animals for food with a spear he had forged and Nyambe would punish him.  Every time Kamunu killed 
an animal, it seemed that some misfortune would befall him such as his cooking pot breaking or his dog dying. 
One day Kamunu killed an elephant, whereupon his own child died only to be seen later at the home of Nyambe 
where Kamunu continually went in order to report his misfortune and ask for forgiveness, medicine and help. 

Exasperated, Nyambe moved several times to try and escape the pestilential Kamunu until, in desperation, he 
crossed the Lyambai (Zambezi), presumably from the west where the early Luyana settled, arriving fi rst on an 
island. Yet Kamunu carved a canoe and found his way to the island and regularly brought Nyambe animals and 
fi sh, presumably as tribute or for food as the story goes that Nyambe accepted these but refused to eat them as 
‘they were his children’.  Later, Nyambe fl ed to a mountain but even there, Kamunu found him.  Finally, Nyambe 
crossed the river again and met with the animals, telling them they must be afraid of Kamunu before ascending 
to Litooma (heaven) on a spider’s web.  The eyes of the spider were put out on the advice of Nalungwana (a 
wagtail) so that it could not direct Kamunu who was bound to try and follow.  Kamunu was left alone to live and 
die in the earthly world after being refused medicine by Nyambe to prevent disease, destruction and death.  
Death thus became a divine punishment for Kamunu’s disobedient behaviour and for humans to achieve the 
right to reach the nirvana of heaven it may be necessary to die and be returned to earth several times in various 
forms (human, animal or bird).

Another version of events says that Nyambe and Nasilele had a daughter, whom they named Mwambwa. 
Indeed, Nyambe is said elsewhere to have created for himself many wives (this story certainly exemplifi es and 
legitimises polygymy) and had children by all of them.  Later on, Nyambe is said to have fallen in love with and 
had relations with Mwambwa whose name means ‘one who is being talked about’.  This caused a quarrel to 
ensue between Nyambe and Nasilele during which the enraged Nasilele beat her daughter.  Nyambe is said to 
have been so upset by this behaviour that he called his servant, Sasisho and announced his ‘return’ to heaven.  
Sasisho wondered how they would ascend but Nyambe asked a spider to spin its web so that he and his servant 
could climb to heaven leaving behind Nasilele, who died a few weeks later on earth.  

Yet another version claims that Nyambe was the fi rst person from whom all Luyis originate, whose village 
was Litoma-ndi-wa-Nyambe (heaven, the home of Nyambe). Mwambwa is said to have been the fi rst wife of 
Nyambe and the fi rst Luyi chief, the origin of Mwambwa being unclear here. The Barotse royalty are said to 
originate from Mwambwa as do all the Luyi. Mwambwa was given the title Njemakati (‘a woman from whom 
the Kingdom originates’). Mwambwa is credited with giving birth to nine children. Shortly after Nyambe’s ascent 
to heaven, Mwambwa gave birth to a daughter who was called Mbuyu or Mbuywamwambwa (literally ‘Mbuyu 
of Mwambwa’) despite lacking male friends suggesting the child may have been Nyambe’s.  The relationship 
between Nyambe and Mwambwa here might have been brother-sister, which would correlate again with Lunda 
customs where incest between royal males and their queen-sisters was a common enough habit. Mwambwa 
had two villages – Sifuti in Nyala (Kalabo) district and Sangaulu located in the fork between the Zambezi and 
Kabompo rivers, which is where, it is claimed, Mwambwa eventually died.  It is said that Mwambwa brought the 
Luyi to settle in Bulozi, the fi rst settlement being at Sifuti and the second at Imuba erected on a large termite 
mound that the Luyi built up.  From these two villages, the Luyi spread into the plain although Mwambwa and 
her child remained at Sifuti. 



� � � � � � � �
Bulawayo to Promote Tourism

From the Financial Gazette we are told that the Bulawayo City Council is keen to promote tourism and will be 
having meetings to discuss tourist venues …

Bulawayo, most of us know, is a terrifi c historical town.  Wide roads designed for the original oxcarts, many 
Victorian buildings, museums, art galleries and a beautiful fountain in its park.  Sadly, though, Bulawayo is now 
rather shabby.  On top of that there is a crime element.  Because of the high unemployment in the town, crime 
has gained strength and the police cannot or will not deal with it.  Personally I do not like to park my car in 
town – I had my tyres slashed once – probably because my car had foreign number plates – an easy target?  I 
am happy to walk around the town during the day, but would not do it in the dark.  

Many of the streets are dirty as the informal traders operate selling fruit, vegetables and other bits and bobs.

My suggestion to Bulawayo City Council is to clean up the streets … maybe like Victoria Falls Town – get a 
refuse truck or two.  And make the streets crime-free.  Only then will tourists increase.  

NYANYANA SELF CATERING LODGE & CAMPSITE situated on Lake Kariba shoreline

Bookings for Lodge No. 1 situated at Nyanyana Parks & Wildlife Authority Offi ce and Campsite, can now be 
made directly through Parks and Wildlife Authority in Kariba, unlike before where bookings were centralised at 
Central Booking Offi ce Harare.

Lodge No. 1
This Lodge has been just been repainted along with ongoing refurbishment and soft furnishing upgrades
The comfortable, clean and air conditioned self catering lodge consists of – Lounge, Kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
toilet, bathroom/bath & shower and  accommodates  6 people.
Lodge rate - US$90 for Foreigners and US75 per night for locals

Camping sites 
The Ablution Block for the Camp sites is currently receiving a repaint and will soon have electric lighting

Contact details for bookings are as follows:

Nyanyana Camp +263772191441
Kupamupindu +263772743620
chararasafari@gmail.com;
Chibaya +263773507436  chibaya6@gmail.com

Electricity in Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe is having huge problems with its Power Stations.  Many businesses and homes are without power 
more than with.  Here is a bit of a report from Bulawayo 24:

HARARE - Power generation unit Zimbabwe Power Company sent out 2 150,33GWh of power in the fi rst four 
months of the year, 3.56% down production targets, due to reduced capacity at most power stations.

In an update, ZPC managing director Noah Gwariro said generation was affected by system disturbances, low 
availability of boiler plant at the small thermal stations, shortage of feed water at Harare Power Station, as well 
as load control at Kariba Power Station.

“Towards the end of February this year, we lost Hwange Power Station as a result of an earth fault resulting in 
the loss of station transformer two,” he said.

Gwariro said a maintenance team at Hwange had managed to bring back the station, but the company was 
still waiting for the new transformer to be delivered so that it could be reinstalled at the station. …



Victoria Falls Hotel and The Boma

Two special eating treats in Victoria Falls Town are to go for afternoon tea at the Victoria Falls Hotel, a colonial 
affair, and to go to The Boma for a traditional experience.  While our visitors were here we had to do both.  

We had left Muchenje Lodge, Botswana, in the morning and headed to Zimbabwe.  It was a pleasant drive 
through the park and spent some time in Kasane shopping.  Then it was over the border at Kazungula and 
into Zimbabwe.  Again we were in protected areas – fi rstly Matetsi Safari Area and then Zambezi National 
Park.  We didn’t see much along the road but it is 
so pleasant to drive through ‘wilderness’ rather than 
villages.  

Victoria Falls Town is about 60-70 km so it didn’t 
take time and we headed straight up to Victoria 
Falls Safari Lodge and their lodges at Lokuthula 
where we were booked.  The lodges are ideal for 
families and groups.  They have three bedrooms, 
kitchen and lounge.  The lounge opens up onto a 
patio - great for morning coffee.  It was perfect for 
us.  

Having off-loaded our bags we got back into the 
car and off to Victoria Falls Hotel for afternoon tea.  
Our waiter was Wilbert who offered us one or two 
‘tiers’.  Not sure what we were getting we ordered 
two.  While waiting for our tea we toured the hotel 
looking at all the old photos, the tram and the view 
…  All so historic.  

Our ‘tiers’ arrived and we found that they were 
stacks of plates covered with tiny sandwiches, 
scones and cakes.  Because we were on holiday 
and did not care about putting on weight we tucked 
in.  Wilbert had also brought us some Tanganda tea 

which he praised to the heavens telling us that it 
was grown in Zimbabwe.  

Feeling very full of tasty treats we headed back to 
Victoria Falls Safari Lodge for a sundowner!  We 
sat out on the deck and watched the sun set as 
elephants, kudu, warthog and marabou storks 
entertained us at the waterhole.  As soon as it was 
dark Sue noticed a hyena below the deck.  This 
was an animal we had not ‘ticked’ off on our trip, 
so an important sighting.  The hyena had come to 
snack on any bones left over from the vulture lunch 
– the hotel feeds the vultures every day at 1pm with 
leftover meat from the kitchen.  

After sundowners it was time to prepare for dinner!  After a quick shower we walked over to The Boma and 
joined many, many others who had come to participate in the traditional meal and entertainment.  

The Boma is a large thatched restaurant.  It can serve over 350 
guests at one time.  The evening we were there, the waiter told 
me they had 215 guests … when they have a full house, they 
have to open the second kitchen.  Opening the second kitchen 
happens between July and December, he told me.

First we were offered some chibuku, … we all duly took a sip 
and then gave the mugs back to the waiter.  Thank you, but no 
thank you, we all decided.  A starter was brought, mine was pork 
knuckle terrine.  Nice.  Then it was time to join the queue for the 
main course.  Many chefs were behind fi res, turning all sorts of 
meat.  Apart from the usual beef and sausage, there was kudu, 
warthog and impala meat.  After loading our plates with meat we 



moved on to the pots of rice, mealie meal, potatoes and 
lots of sauces.  
There was also table covered in salady stuff.  

While we tucked into our meal, a dance troupe came 
onto the fl oor to entertain us.  I was not sure what tribe 
they were supposed to be – looked to me a bit of a mix 
of Matabele and Tonga.  Most of the diners seemed to 
enjoy their performance which included a mock fi ght.  

After our main meal had fi nished a drumming group 
arrived on the fl oor – the highlight of the show.  Possibly 
a hundred drums were given out to the guests who were 
to have a drumming lesson.  Taking them step by step, 
the drummers-to-be were shown various techniques.  It 
was lots of fun for everyone.  It made the evening one to 
remember.  

Sadly, after 
all our dining 
that day we 
did all go over 
to the cake, 
pudding and 
sweets table to 
indulge … ooo 
… what a day 
of food … I will 
have to diet for 
a month to get over it all …

Satellite Phones 

In a report in New Zimbabwe, a Russian man was arrested in Victoria Falls when he was found with a satellite 
phone and paramilitary clothing.  He tried to cover his entrance into Zimbabwe saying that he was a tourist, 
when, in fact, he was a journalist working for Russian Geographic Society.

He was wrong to lie but what interested me is that satellite phones are illegal in Zimbabwe unless you have 
a ‘radio station licence’.  So, if you are going to Zim, make sure you keep your sat phone out of sight, or just 
don’t take it. 

Land for Development near Victoria Falls Town

A report in The Chronicle states that 274 hectares of land will be made available for development near the 
airport.  The development will include hotels and conference facilities, according to Walter Mzembi, Minister of 
Tourism.



Batawana to sue govt over Moremi Game Reserve
From the Ngami Times

Batawana on Monday resolved to go the legal route in their efforts to stop government, through the land 
board and the Offi ce of the President, from disposssesing the tribe of one of its prized assets – Moremi Game 
Reserve.

The tribe has been seeking to dialogue with government since the latter’s intentions of dispossessing them of 
their land surfaced. The tribe’s resolution comes in the wake of government’s unilateral move in February 2014 
to go ahead with transfering Moremi Game Reserve, and 13 other tourist sites, from the Tawana Land Board to 
central government.

As Batawana paramount chief, Tawana Moremi explained to the kgotla meeting on Monday: “After several 
letters to the Offi ce of the President (OP), we had hopes that our prayers would be answered last year when 
they replied that they will positively respond, but to our surprise we discovered in TLB’s minutes that on the 
other side the government has no intentions to communicate with us as they are taking total control of our 
tourist site through a Presidential directive.” ...

A bit of background ...
Moremi Game Reserve is a Game Reserve 
and not a National Park for a reason.  Below 
is part of its history, written by by Jean 
Kreiseler

In 1962 the District Commissioner, Maun, 
in what was then British Bechuanaland, 
stated there was a remote possibility that 
the Batawana Tribe might agree to a Fauna 
Conservation Society in their land, but their 
agreement to a Game Reserve was ‘as 
impossible as a thirteenth moon’. 

The story begins in the late 1950’s with 
a couple living and running an electrical 
business in the Southern Province of 
Tanganyika. Robert and June Kay became 
disillusioned with their way of life, sold their 
business and home and bought a D.U.K.W. 
(amphibious craft used in the last war) from 
England, and had it converted to a dwelling 
and shipped out to them. They named it 
Shaka Zulu, and in 1960 loaded it with their 
three children and assorted animals, and set 
off to travel through neighbouring countries, 

ending up in 
the Okavango 
Delta. 

The following 
three years 
saw them 
spending all 
their time in 
the Delta and 
the Khwai 
River area, where Shaka Zulu came into its own for exploring the waterways. 
They both became passionate and knowledgeable about the animals of 
that region, so much so that early in the 1960s they helped Gerald Durrell’s 
Deputy Zoo Director capture a selection of animals and birds for the Jersey 
Zoo. During their third year, desperate to continue their way of life, they 
occasionally earned money from crocodile hunting, selling the skins to dealers 
for the manufacture of shoes and various articles.

BOTSWANA



The Kays were increasingly horrifi ed by the wholesale slaughter of prime animals which they could see were 
the Tribe’s inheritance. In those days safaris were organised trips for trophy hunting parties or individuals, 
mostly from Europe and South Africa, bent on securing the biggest and fi nest animal, with the best antlers, 
horns or heads to display on the walls and fl oors of their homes. Culling of the best of the big predators 
created an imbalance and led to increased numbers of the likes of impala and zebra. 

In their view the creation of a fauna protection society and eventually a game reserve was the only way 
forward. They became friends with members of the Batawana Tribe who led the safaris, in particular Jack 
Ramsden, son of an Englishman and a Herero woman. Jack quickly understood what was at stake and worked 
hard to convince others. Most importantly, Elizabeth Moremi, widow of Chief Moremi III and her son Crown 
Prince Letsholathebe also realised the seriousness of the situation and became determined to see the setting 
up of the society followed by a game park in the Tribal lands. 

At the fi rst meeting in July 1962 permission was granted for a Fauna Conservation Society. Jack Ramsden 
was appointed Chairman with June Kay Secretary and Publicity Offi cer, which meant the word was spread. 
Soon the whole world heard about the Okavango Delta, many for the fi rst time. Support came from Europe, 
America, Australia and within Africa. Both the World Wild Life Fund and (Sir) Peter Scott gave their support. 
Over the next months there followed the fi ght for the creation of the Game Reserve and eventually both the 
British High Commissioner, Sir John Maude, and the District Commissioner came on board. 

On the 15th March 1963 a Kgotla (Tribal meeting) was held at the Batawana Administration Offi ces in 
Maun, led by Regent Elizabeth Moremi, representing the Crown Prince, who was at university in England. 
Mrs Moremi gave her blessing to the formation of a Reserve in the Tribal Lands, to be named after her late 
husband. Jack Ramsden was appointed 
Chief Game Warden. So safaris as we 
know them today came into being. This 
magical place, encompassing 3900 sq.kms 
of the central and north eastern side of the 
Okavango Delta, became the fi rst reserve 
in Africa to be set up by a local Tribe. The 
future of the wild life of that corner of the 
Delta was secured, with no need for a 
‘thirteenth moon’. 

This unique sandy land-locked delta is 
formed from the waters of the Okavango 
River which rises in Angola to the North, 
and to a lesser extent those of the River 
Khwai. The summer months of December 
to February, are very hot and rainy. 
Floodwaters then overfl ow from established lagoons and waterways and creep slowly southwards, until they 
sink below the surface on reaching the Kalahari Desert. From March the weather gradually cools down into 
May with chilly autumnal nights and warm days, and then becomes increasingly wintery. The coldest months 
are mid June to mid August, when the nights are bitter (especially if sleeping in a tent as I know) but the days 
pleasantly warm. A good time for observing the wildlife. From October to November the temperature rises 
sharply and the land dries out. 

Protected for ever, the Delta is a wilderness of fl ood plains, wet or dry depending on water levels. In a day’s 
drive one can explore grasslands and scrubland, where zebra, impala and blue wildebeest graze, and 
woodland where giraffe and elephant are found, and there is always the hope of seeing an elusive cheetah or 
leopard. Large birds of prey soar over all. Marshes are the place for water birds; pools and waterways lined 
with tall reeds and dense papyrus hide a heronry like no other. In places only accessible by boat, marabou and 
yellow billed storks, herons, ibis, spoonbills and egrets and the like gather to mate, nest and rear their young. 
Lagoons are covered in water lilies where crocodiles lurk and hippos keep their beady eyes just above the 
surface. At dawn one leaves camp, treated to a glorious sunrise, returning in a glowing sunset, followed by an 
evening around the camp fi re beneath the stars. 

How do I know the history of this special place? I have had the good fortune to travel on my safaris with 
Joseph Ramsden, Jack’s youngest son. Joe grew up in the village of Khwai near to the Eastern entrance 
of the Reserve. Throughout his childhood he accompanied his father and older brothers on explorations 
throughout the Reserve and surrounding lands, and has a deep understanding and abiding love for the place 
and the wild life. He is an articulate and inspirational guide with a great sense of humour, and a fund of stories 
to tell around the fi re.



Bwabwata - Namibia’s Fifth Ramsar Site
From Informanté

The designation of the Bwabwata-Okavango River as Namibia's fi fth Ramsar Site of International Importance, 
has offered recognition of the ecological and conservation value of the rapidly-fl owing section of the Okavango 
River, its islands and the importance riparian forest on the banks of the river, says a Namibian wetlands 
biologist.
Shirley Bethune, who is also a lecturer in the Department of Nature Conservation at the Polytechnic of 
Namibia, said the forest on the bank of the Okavango River has the highest tree biodiversity in the country, 
according to the Namibia Tree Atlas.
Bethune said the Okavango River supports a community or rheophilic fi sh associated with the rapids, as well 
as birds such as the critically endangered Pel's fi shing owl, as well as the critically endangered wetland birds 
that include the endangered rock pratincole that lives and feeds on the rapids.
“It provides an important link to the existing Ramsar Site, the Okavango Delta Ramsar Site in Botswana and 
is in fact a corridor through which the panhandle in Botswana and Namibia. It is hoped that this international 
recognition of this wetland will promote ecotourism in the north-east and provide much needed income to 
communities living there and our parks,” said Bethune.
The Bwabwata-Okavango Ramsar Site was offi cially launched by Environment and Tourism Minister, Uahekua 
Herunga on 14 February at Mahango Park of the Bwabwata National Park in Kavango.
The site covers the lower Okavango River and its associated woodlands in the Bwabwata National Park 
(Mahango and Buffalo Core Areas) and has a size of 46 964 hectares. Before the designation of the lower 
Okavango River-Bwabwata National Park, Namibia had four Ramsar Sites of International Importance: the 
Orange River Mouth, the Sandwhich Harbour, Walvis Bay Lagoon and Etosha Pan. ...

NAMIBIA

New Self-Drive Tourist Routes
From Informanté

The Deputy Minister of Environment and Tourism, Pohamba Shifeta offi cially launched three new self-driven 
travel routes across the lesser known areas of Namibia last week in Windhoek.
This development was funded by the Millennium Challenge Account Namibia (MCA-N) Tourism Project in 
support of the Namibian Tourism Board (NTB) with the aim of diversifying tourism products within Namibia 
whilst creating sustainability and directing tourists to communal areas to boost revenue. The routes, named 
Omulunga Palm Route, Arid Eden Route, and Four Rivers Route are aimed at unlocking tourism opportunities 
and to strengthen linkages with communal conservancies and to simultaneously enhance the benefi ts of 
tourism to rural communities adding value to the brand to form competitive advantages of Namibia as a tourist 
destination; “Tourists have been coming to Namibia, but had little chance to experience the rich cultural, 
historic and scenic attractions in the rural hinterland, but know they will be able to do so with clearly-designed 
maps,” chief executive offi cer of MCA-N Penny Akwenye added.
The Omulunga Palm Route mostly 
covers the northern parts of Namibia, 
while the Arid Eden Route stretches from 
Swakopmund to the Angolan border in 
the north which includes the previously 
restricted western area of the Etosha 
National Park, and the Four Rivers Route 
which falls along the sides of the Zambezi, 
Okavango, Kwando and Chobe Rivers.



Leonardo’s sailors: Seeking new solutions to SA’s rhino poaching crisis

From the Daily Maverick

http://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2014-06-12-leonardos-sailors-seeking-new-solutions-to-sas-rhino-
poaching-crisis/#.U5k9GhbE8Tt

It was Leonardo da Vinci, the great Renaissance-era mathematician, architect and artist, who said: “He who 
loves practice without theory is like the sailor who 
boards a ship without a rudder and compass, 
and never knows where he may cast.” It is this 
same rash approach that is being used by the 
proponents of trade in rhino horn, argues Professor 
Alejandro Nadal, in his co-authored critique of pro-
rhino horn trade literature. By IAN MICHLER.

Increasingly, scholars and conservationists are 
arguing that legalising trade will be a risky way of 
addressing South Africa’s rhino poaching crisis. 
And within the last few days, a fresh argument has 
come to light, with the release of a comprehensive 
independent review on the economic modelling 
used to underpin wildlife trade policies.

Published by Professor Alejandro Nadal and Francisco Aguayo through Manchester University, the peer-
reviewed report forms part of the working series of the Leverhulme Centre for the Study of Value. As was 
the case when Professor Nadal presented at the recently held London Conference and Aguayo at the 
OSCAP Conference in South Africa, their work is extremely critical of the current economics being used to 
support trade. “These models have been theoretically discredited beyond repair: they are not only a brutal 
simplifi cation of real-world economics, they are also a serious assault on logic,” claim the economists.

Much like the Economists at Large report, Nadal and Aguayo cover peer-reviewed articles in academic 
journals, technical reports, as well as the larger body of what they refer to as “grey literature”, which includes 
self-published articles and presentations. This latter component is included, as there has been so much of 
it in South Africa, and it continues to receive such wide coverage. But, caution the authors, “the quantity of 
grey literature should not be confused with the quality of its claims or with the amount of public support for a 
given policy option.” They go on the say that “advancing policy recommendations on the basis of inadequate 
command of economic theory is an act of recklessness.”

The Nadal and Aguayo report also addresses the demand side, a factor that most advocating a cautionary 
stance are extremely concerned about. “The literature recommending market-based policy instruments centres 
on the supply side of the equation. When it comes to the analysis of demand, we fi nd a very serious set of 
defi ciencies, both at the theoretical level, as well as the empirical dimension. In most studies the question of 
how demand responds to price variations is either ignored altogether, or treated superfi cially.”

None of this is good news for those advocating trade, and it is believed that further such independent 
assessments from economists will be appearing over the coming months. The important issue here is to 
proceed with caution where there is any uncertainty, believe the writers. As Professor Nadal says, “Paying due 
consideration to the law of unintended consequences is vital.”

The economics aside, there have been other recent developments of interest to the South African government. 
Firstly, in an interview conducted in March with John E. Scanlon, Secretary-General of CITES, he had the 
following to say when asked about poaching and trade in wildlife. “…Rhino horn, elephant ivory, and tiger 
parts should not be traded commercially in any circumstances. Here we see the involvement of trans-
national criminal gang networks.” Weaknesses in the economic modelling and the capacity to deal with trade 
mechanisms, both here and in market countries, are likely primary reasons, but the lengthy time factors at play 
if any pro-trade legislation is going to be entertained must also be considered.

SOUTH AFRICA



WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND ANTI POACHING SUFFERS SEVERE SETBACK 

The Kenyan government has done itself and wildlife protection in the country no favour when in a knee jerk reaction not too different 
from the recent FCO anti travel advisory, it in a sudden change of mind apparently banned the use of UAV’s aka drones to survey 
conservancies and private game reserves, citing once again obscure security reasons for the ban. 
A regular conservation source from Nairobi was swift to denounce the decision as paranoid and only benefi tting poachers: ‘Like the 
Brits over reacted two weeks ago with their ban on travel to parts of the coast so did our government here. We were all waiting 
to see how the trials on Ol Pejeta were going before deciding to move towards such surveillance equipment ourselves but from 
what we hear government has suddenly pulled the plug on this. I have no idea how much money Ol Pejeta has invested in this 
technology but the fact that KWS also talked of going that way and that other conservancies were closely watching until initial 
results were out speak for itself. The only benefi ciaries of such a ban can be poachers who must be celebrating this brainless 
decision by government. First, I know that Ol Pejeta has had some form clearance already from the military of the Nanyuki air 
base for the initial trials they did. Secondly, I am sure that the KCAA has also been involved because those things criss-cross the 
airspace over the conservancy and so do light aircraft, so there must be measures in place to make sure there are no incidents. But 
most important, it is only through the use of modern technology that intrusions can be detected in a timely manner and measures 
taken to intercept poachers, follow them and corner them. This stinks to heaven like Kimayo’s directive [Kenya’s top cop who in a 
shoot from the hip banned tinted windows on all cars only to have to withdraw the order shortly afterwards under the threat of legal 
action] to ban tinted windows. Security will be enhanced when responsible organizations use such technology, not put at risk. 
Whoever took that decision should be sacked for aiding and abetting poaching which the use of such contraptions was to reduce 
and prevent. The things done under the pretext of security in our country are making me shake my head. One wonders if those 
civil servants actually know how what they are doing or just blunder their way from one to the next’.

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN

International momentum continues to gather against trade, with more nations committing to crush ivory 
stockpiles, and in what WWF has called a ‘turning point’, the Vietnamese government has introduced 
directives that prioritises wildlife crimes across all ministries. Meanwhile in China, an infl uential group of 30 top 
business leaders have taken a very public stand against the possession and trade of ivory.

These moves are no doubt linked to the mounting international political pressure, and the education, 
awareness and demand-reduction campaigns that are increasingly playing an infl uential role. In a major 
boost for the effi cacy of these strategies, a signifi cant decrease in the consumption of shark-fi n soup due to 
awareness campaigns and government action indicates what could be achieved with rhino horn use. On 9 
April, the South China Morning Post reported that exports of shark fi ns to mainland China from Hong Kong 
fell 90% in 2013. WildAid has been the principal organiser and orchestrator of these campaigns and they are 
due to open an offi ce in South Africa later this year. Other organisations such as the Wilderness Foundation, 
African Wildlife Foundation and WWF are all actively involved in demand-reduction campaigns as well.

There have been other initiatives too: Great Plains and & Beyond, two leading African ecotourism companies, 
are involved in moving signifi cant stocks of rhino to safer regions, and Warren Buffett, the well-known 
American businessman and philanthropist, recently committed $24 million to SANParks for the fi ght against 
poaching. And during April, the Peace Parks Foundation committed over $5 million to anti-poaching efforts in 
South Africa.

Given the growing reservations around the economic modelling, the mounting international opposition to 
trade, the positive developments around non-trade solutions and the near impossibility of removing current 
trading restrictions, where, then, does this leave the South African government? There is unlikely to be much 
disagreement between the trade and no-trade groups over awareness and demand reduction strategies and 
all the options relating to security, policing, prosecution and community involvement already on the table.

However, government will probably still be looking at the ‘sustainability’ principle, although it is unclear whether 
this will be achieved without establishing a market mechanism for trading horn or ivory. The country continues 
to receive signifi cant sums of money in assistance, which could provide leverage. The current direction and 
momentum of developments suggests that the challenge going forward will be for a coalition of conservation 
NGOs and respected wildlife specialists to work with government in seeking a third option. DM

Ian Michler has spent the last 24 years living and working across 15 African countries as a safari operator, 
specialist guide, consultant and environmental journalist. He works with the Conservation Action Trust.

Photo: A rhino that was dehorned by a veterinary surgeon and rangers to prevent poaching is seen with 
its calf at the Kruger National Park in Mpumalanga province September 16, 2011. South Africa loses 
hundreds of rhinos a year to illegal horn trade as high demand for rhino horn in the illegal market triggers an 
unprecedented poaching crisis. Picture taken September 16, 2011.  REUTERS/Ilya Kachaev



Victoria Falls Hotel

The Victoria Falls Hotel was 110 years old on 8 June.  Congratulations.  However, in an article in The Chronicle we are 
told:

... Some of the world personalities that have used Victoria Falls hotel as listed by Minister Mzembi are President Mugabe, 
former Presidents Joyce Banda (Malawi), Thabo Mbeki (South Africa), Mwai Kibaki (Kenya), Zambia President Michael 
Sata, Dubai Royal Family, preacher Joyce Meyer, Prince of Whales,  ...

THE SMILE

Have a good two weeks 

Gill

SERENGETI HIGHWAY CASE VERDICT DUE ON 29TH JUNE 

The long wait for a verdict by the East African Court of Justice in Arusha, pronouncing itself on the application to hand the Tanzanian 
government a permanent injunction to stop them from building a highway or any sorts across the Serengeti, is drawing to an end. 
Sources in Arusha have confi rmed that notice has been served on the plaintiff and the defendant that the court will announce its 
decision on the 20th of June this year. 
The Tanzanian government had tried in vain to have the case thrown out of court and when failing in the fi rst instance then moved to 
the appeals division of the East African Court of Justice where they again lost, having a panel of judged hear the application and then 
decide the fate of the Serengeti which is tied closely to the outcome of this case. 
Conservationists are now looking forward to the decision and while no one can presently predict the outcome are hopeful that 
plans to build a highway can be stopped. For more information about the case also visit the Save the Serengeti website via www.
savetheserengeti.org

UGANDAN SAFARI PACKAGES TO COST MORE AFTER NEW TAXES ON ACCOMMODATION 

The latest budget announcements, adding an 18 percent VAT charge on all accommodation for safari lodges and safari camps in or 
near national parks, have sent shockwaves down the spines of the tourism sector, which now has to charge clients the extra amount of 
money for safari packages come 01st of July this year. 
Two regular contributors and commenters were swift to voice their concern: ‘Going by the impact the VAT on tourism services had 
in Kenya since they launched these tax measures a year ago, this will be hard to digest. Let no one fool you, the down turn in 
Kenya’s tourism is not all about security. It is just as much for the reason of failed tax measures which made safaris and tourism 
services in Kenya more expensive at a time when the industry was already in decline. We in Uganda have been doing comparably 
better but the fact is that when Kenya is not doing well the entire region suffers as a result. If there are less people fl ying into 
Nairobi then less people will fl y from there into the region. I have said it last year and say it again, the government is making no 
sense when on one side they say tourism is an invisible export and then hit it with VAT. Exports are not taxed like that, tea is not, 
coffee is not. Why then is tourism taxed when it is supposed to be an export? Something does not add up. Have they organized for 
VAT refunds for tourists like they to in South Africa and other countries? Like in Kenya, give it a year and they will wake up to 
reality’ said one in a phone conversation ...


