
Dear All 

 

My header is our famous baobab with a platform.  It is just up the road towards Mukuni village from Sun International.  A 

Livingstonian phoned me to say that there was a problem.  Water was running all the time from a broken pipe.  If the 

baobab was left in a waterlogged state it would soon die.  The tree must be at least 1,000 years old.  It would have been sad 

if, in our lifetime, we caused its death.   

 

When we did a bit of investigation we found that a water pipe had been laid to the site so that the grass around it could be 

kept green.  But someone had stolen the tap …  When I went to visit I found a minibus driver using the free water to wash 

his vehicle … 

 

After a few emails the situation was resolved and National Heritage sent their plumber to close the pipe.  So now we won’t 

have a green lawn around the baobab but at least it will live.   

 

 

My Cuckoo 

 

In the last issue I told you of my cuckoo who had been raised 

by a babbler.  The babblers continued to visit my bird bath 

over the weeks with their cuckoo offspring.  Then I noticed 

that the cuckoo had flown the coup and was alone … 

I am sure that the babbler ‘mother’ can now have a bit of a 

rest … 

 

 



LIVINGSTONE 
Youth Community Training Centre (YCTC) 

 

I went to have a look at the training centre in Libuyu which is run by the Catholic Church.  I was lucky to find a graduation 

ceremony going on.  A year ago, 20 ladies who had found themselves on hard times and were forced into working on the 

streets, were given a second chance.   

 

These women were given free training and supported by an NGO called Kwenuha.  By the end of the year in which they had 

spent 6 months in class and 6 

months on attachment, only 3 of 

them had dropped out.  As you can 

probably imagine the pressures on 

the women to earn money to look 

after themselves and their families 

were great.  So it was very 

rewarding for everyone to see these 

17 women graduate.  Rotary, 

represented by Anthony Ranjan, 

presented each of them with a new 

sewing machine and promised a 

start-up capital for their business of 

K1,700.   

 

YCTC also offers training courses for orphans in bricklaying, tailoring, catering and plumbing.   

 

Munga Eco Lodge 

 

I went to have a look at Munga Eco Lodge … just so that I 

could know a bit about it.  And I thought many of you might 

like to see some pics too.  The road to the lodge is good 

dirt, signposted on the other side of the Falls Road from 

Courtyard Hotel.  It is hidden away in the woodland away 

from the noise of the road in fairly thick (and regenerating) 

bush.  Being an eco-lodge the landscape is natural with tall 

yellowing grass; herbs and wild flowers poking though.     

 

I was given a tour by Miriam, the manager, to see the 

natural pool and the chalets.  The natural pool is one ‘to die 

for’.  I want one!  The pool is surrounded by a trough of 

stones and plants which act as a natural filter.  There are no 

chemicals in the pool …  

 

There are four double chalets and one family chalet.  The 

chalets are not just chalets they are rooms around a 

courtyard.  One enters onto the courtyard which has a 

sitting-out area, a bit of lawn or gravel and a slab on which 

to place a bed if you want to sleep under the stars.  I could 

actually imagine the slab being used for a special candlelit 

dinner for those romantically inclined.   

 



Off the courtyard one enters the bedroom area which has 

its own bathroom and through another door from the 

bathroom one goes to the outside shower.    All the rooms 

are basically the same … but different in decoration and 

use of materials.  The chalets reminded me of the ones at 

Stanley Safari Lodge.   

 

The main area is open onto the bush.  As I sat and chatted 

with Sam and Joan Sikaneta, the owners of the lodge, we 

watched the butterflies flitting in and out of the tall grass 

and the trees.   

Sam and Joan have retired to Zambia; Sam a ex-doctor and 

Joan an ex-accountant.  It wasn’t a magical decision to retire 

to Zambia because Sam is Zambian.  He did, however, say that 

they wanted to retire to a place which was a bit more scenic 

than Ndola, his old stomping ground.  Livingstone seemed to 

be the ideal place. 

 

They did the wise thing and employed an architect to design 

the lodge.  It has taken them 2½ years to build … and they still 

have lots of plans of things to do …   

 

Like all lodges, it is a never-ending process of improvement 

upon improvement.  This lodge, though, is one which has to 

be seen to be appreciated.  So, Livingstonians, go down and see it for yourself.  The restaurant is open for non-residents and 

they are happy for people to swim as long as it is not ‘one of those busy times’.  Contact them on 327211 or 0971 836340. 

 

I know I have been gushy about the lodge, but its construction is so sensitive to the environment that I have to be gushy.  I 

always get upset when I see lodge owners trying to fill their gardens with roses when we have so many of our own plants 

which love our weather and soil.  We should use them more.   

 

 

Chief Mukuni’s New Car 

From The Post 

 

SENIOR chief Mukuni has bought himself a Lincoln Royale 

Town Car limousine from the US at a cost of US$200,000 

(K1.2 million). 

He has further ordered a boat also worth US$200,000. 

In an interview yesterday at Lumpasa Palace in Mukuni 

village in Livingstone, chief Mukuni said the limousine was 

a 2012 make and he bought it three months ago. 

He explained that he also wanted to leave a legacy by 

purchasing a private jet in the next 12 months. 

Chief Mukuni said the limousine had an inbuilt intercom, a 

fridge, television, a transparent retractable roof, as well as 

a state-of-the-art music system. 

He said the vehicle was not a guzzler and, in fact, consumes less fuel than his BMW. … 

 

 



 

Mukuni Big 5 

 

In March I went for a walk around Mukuni Big 5.  The 

operation is found on the newly-tarred road to 

Mukuni village.  I found that the lions were out for a 

walk and the elephants were having a day off and 

had been taken to the bush to forage.  So I was taken 

on a tour of the pens which house the caracals and 

cheetahs.   

 

The cheetahs had just returned from their morning 

walk and were relaxing in the shade.  The caracals 

were chatting to each other.  I have never seen 

caracals in the wild; they are such pretty animals.  In 

South Africa many farmers consider them pests 

because they eat domestic animals.  But, for us, they 

are quite a rarity. 

 

Mukuni Big 5 has 4 caracals, 9 lions and 10 cheetahs.  

They are still young but, as time goes on, they will need 

larger enclosures.  The company has acquired 80,000 

hectares north of Mukuni village where they are going to 

provide the facility.  The plan is to start off with 10,000 ha 

and then work on the rest at a later date.   

 

As I left I noticed a huge hole being constructed and was 

told that the company was preparing it for some 

crocodiles.  So this is a place to see many predators – the 

animals all kids love to see.   

 

Children under the age of 12 can visit the operation for 

free.  Parents pay K55 each.  However, if it is a school 

group, teachers are also free.  Phone them on 322268.   

 

 

ZAMBIA 
 

Elephant tusks found 

 

According to a report in the Post, a truck driver was found with 16 pieces of ivory in his truck: 

 

A Choma truck driver travelling from Botswana has been arrested after alert Zambia Revenue Authority officers detected 16 

pieces of ivory hidden in his cabin at Kazungula.  Southern Province police commissioner Mary Chikwanda named the truck 

driver as 31-year-old Matekenya Matekenya of Macha road area in Choma. … 

 

According to a ZRA source, the ivory, which was hidden in the driver's cabin, was detected by the scanner. 

"A truck driver has been arrested after we discovered 16 pieces of ivory hidden in his cabin. He was coming from Botswana 

carrying salt and when we sent the track for scanning, our scanner was able to pick up the hidden ivory. Right now he is in 

police custody and our superiors here (Kazungula) have since alerted ZAWA who are sending officers from Livingstone," the 

sources said. … 

 

 

 



More towns to be connected to the National Grid 

 

According to a report in the Lusaka Times Mufumbwe, Zambezi, Kabompo, Chavuma and Mwinilunga districts will be 

connected to the national grid.  The project will be undertaken by Eltel Networks of Sweden and will be completed in the 

next two years.   

 

Up until now these districts have been running on diesel generators.  The cost is said to be around US$8 million every year 

to keep these generators going.  The cost of the work to connect these districts to the grid will be US$163 million.   

 

 

 

From the UK Telegraph 

 

This picture captures the moment an African 

elephant steps out onto a tree branch to 

forage for food. The male elephant from South 

Luangwa National park, Zambia, climbed a 

giant termite mound to access the fruit in a 

nearby tamarind tree. Photographer Bryan 

Jackson, 61, captured the image while working 

as a wildlife guide for Remote Africa Safaris. 

Picture: BRYAN JACKSON/ CATERS NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bridge over the Kafue River to Lower Zambezi 

 

According to a report in the Daily Mail, the bridge over the Kafue 

near Chirundu will be completed by the end of June.  The bridge is 

being called the Chiawa Bridge as it crosses over the river into 

Chiawa GMA.  The bridge cost K53 million.  It was funded by the 

World Bank.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

David Lemon 

 

David has crossed over into Mozambique.  I hope to 

get a few photos for you next issue.  For those of you 

who have forgotten or just never knew, David is 

continuing his walk along the Zambezi River.  He re-

started at Siavonga on Easter weekend.  Since then 

he has walked north and then east through Chiawa 

Game Management Area and Lower Zambezi 

National Park.  So, 5 weeks later, he has reached the 

end of his journey in Zambia.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Tanganyika 

 

Part of Lake Tanganyika is in Zambia.  Most of it, though, is in 

Tanzania and DRC (Congo).  Part is also in Burundi.    

In a news report we are told that Tanzania has identified areas in 

the lake for exploration of oil and gas.   

 

I was interested in this article because I am wondering if Tanzania 

has strong Environmental Authorities to make sure that there is 

no pollution during this exploration.  If pollution does occur, it will 

affect all countries.  And we know that Lake Tanganyika supports 

many people who live on its fish and bordering farms.   

 

From: www.livemint.com 

 

New Delhi: ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), the overseas arm of state-

owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp. Ltd (ONGC), is likely to bid for 

deep-sea oil and gas blocks in Tanzania as it looks to expand its presence in energy-rich Africa. 

Tanzania is offering eight blocks in its fourth Offshore Licensing Round, bids for which close on 15 May. 

“We are examining the blocks on offer. Based on our evaluation we will decide to place bids for one or more blocks,” OVL 

managing director S.P. Garg said.  

The bidding round includes seven deep offshore blocks and the Lake Tanganyika North Offshore Block. … 

 



ZIM-ZAM 
Zambezi River Authority in Paris 

 

A large delegation from both Zambia and Zimbabwe has been in 

France and Italy attending meetings.   The Kariba Dam was designed 

by French engineer Andre Coyne.  The dam was constructed by 

Impresit of Italy.   

 

The cost of construction of the dam in 1955-9 was US$135 million.  

Now Zambia and Zimbabwe are looking for help to repair the dam. The 

plunge pool has reached 81 metres because of erosion while the 

floodgates have been open.   

 

Diagram from International Rivers 

From Nam News: 

… (Zimbabwean Energy and Power Development Ministry Permanent Secretary Partson) Mbiriri said the rehabilitation works 

on the Kariba Dam were expected to cost about 220 million US dollars. Mbiriri said once funds were mobilized, the 

rehabilitation works would last two years. 

 

He said since the Kariba Dam was constructed in the 1950s, the six spill gates had not been replaced. “It is for this reason 

that the rehabilitation works will include replacement of the spill gates, and remodeling of the plunge pool at the dam”, he 

said. 

 

Also on the agenda of the delegation was discussion on the proposed Batoka Dam.   

From the Daily Mail: 

Zambezi River Authority (ZRA) board chairperson Partson Mbiriri says there is progress in the public tender process for the 

construction of the Batoka hydro-electricity project.  Mr Mbiriri says the results of the feasibility studies are expected to be 

submitted by the end of this year. 

“Those are important documents going forward in terms of engaging potential contractors,” he said. 

Mr Mbiriri was speaking in an interview with journalists from Zambia and Zimbabwe in the French capital Paris yesterday. 

He added that ZRA has already called for expressions of interest and 25 companies applied for the tender process out of 

which nine were shortlisted…. 

 

BOTSWANA 
Rhino Coordinator 

From the Ngami Times 

 

Minister of Environment, Wildlife and Tourism, Tshekedi Khama recently appointed 

Map Ives as the new coordinator of Botswana’s national rhino unit.  Previously, 

coordinators for the unit had been appointed within the ranks of the Department of 

Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP). 

 

The Ngami Times learns, however, the minister’s decision to appoint Ives was based 

on the latter’s depth of experience and levels of commitment to Botswana’s rhino 

populations.  Ives is also the founder and former chair of the Botswana Rhino 

Management Committee. 

 

Photo from Wilderness Safaris 

 

He will be working closely with the DWNP’s research division as well as the Botswana Rhino Management Committee. He 

will also be playing a secretarial role on maintaining the national database and representing Botswana on the Southern 

African Development Community-Rhino Management Group (SADC-RMG) and the IUCN’s African Rhino Specialist Group. 

 



 

Maun Caves 

Ngami Times 

 

This is what the so-called satanic caves beneath the 

old Maun General Hospital look like from the inside. 

 

The caves were used decades ago as a mortuary but 

now school children have in recent months been 

using the caves as a hideout in order to hold satanic 

worshipping ceremonies, according to local people. 

 

The police recently entered the caves and told the 

children to leave. 

 

The caves were last week opened to the public for 

religious services to release any alleged demons in 

the caves and the caves were then closed to the 

public. 

 

Pictures By: Bathusi Maipelo 

 

 

NAMIBIA 
Ambulance Boat for Katima Mulilo Area 

From New Era 

 

The custom-made boat, replete with beds for patients and other health essentials, cost government over N$1 million to 

modify. The boat can transport patients in emergency situations. The region received the ambulance boat from the Minister 

of Health and Social Services, Dr Richard Kamwi, last week Friday. In addition, two more hoover (sic) craft worth more than 

N$2 million were handed to the region to help with general transport in the flood-prone areas of Zambezi, especially in 

shallow waters. … 

The provision of the craft is a welcome shot in the arm for the communities in the eastern floodplains of Zambezi, where 

access to health services is severely limited particularly because of flooding that occurs annually and cuts off the 

communities from mainstream services. The only clinics in the flood-prone areas are found at places such as 

Schuckmannsburg, Impalila, Mbalasinte and Itomba. What further exacerbates matters is that the areas, estimated to hold 

well over 10 000 people, are sparsely populated. The distance to clinics can be as far as 10 kilometres in some areas. … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Land Row in Katima Mulilo 

 

Katima Mulilo is growing fast.  Land is becoming scarce and 

valuable since the construction of the bridge over the Zambezi 

in Zambia.  Once a forgotten outpost of Namibia, the 

government is now keeping a close eye on the town.   

 

According to a report in New Era Katima Mulilo Council has 

been moving onto land near the Wenela border post (near the 

bridge).  But government states that the land belongs to them 

and that they intend to put up a ‘green project’.   

 

From New Era: 

A deepening hostility between the two institutions entrusted 

with development in the region, the Zambezi Regional Council 

and Katima Mulilo Town Council have reached boiling point. 

 

The regional council led by Zambezi Regional Governor, 

Lawrence Sampofu, convened a meeting on Wednesday with 

Wenela residents and senior staff from Katima Mulilo Town 

Council who annexed for themselves large chunks of prime 

land at Wenela. The meeting was summoned to resolve the issue of residents who are residing in the area illegally and to 

make way for a planned green scheme project. 

 

At the centre of the row is a swathe of land in the vicinity of Wenela whose ownership has sown bad blood between the 

regional council on the one hand and the town council and Wenela residents on the other. Both the regional council and the 

Katima Town Council claimed ownership of the piece of land. 

 

Residents of Wenela who have teamed up with three town council employees were told by Zambezi Regional Governor 

Sampofu at the meeting that they should vacate the land occupied illegally, failing which they would be forcefully evicted by 

the police. 

 

"This land was confirmed to belong to government. We want to start with a green scheme project that can address poverty 

and unemployment on a large scale. All the people who are here are supposed to move out. By 8 June you should have 

moved out. We don't want to involve the police. If you find government property, you don't just get in without following the 

right procedures. We want order," warned Sampofu. … 

 

 

Low water in the Zambezi this year 

From Informante 

 

Annual flooding usually affects the eastern part of the Zambezi Region heavily, but this year residents did not need to 

relocate to higher ground as was necessary in past years.  This according to councillor for Kabbe Constituency, Raphael 

Mbala, who described the situation as different when compared to previous years, especially 2004 and 2009 when there 

was heavy flooding in the region. He said this year’s flood was brought by heavy rain that fell during the end of December 

2013 to early January 2014. The water catchment areas feeding the Zambezi River lies in Angola, Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) and Zambia. Water in the Zambezi River rose to 6,23m at its peak and in April the water level started falling. … 

 

 

 



MOZAMBIQUE 
 

Oil prospecting may be re-launched in Zambezi basin, Mozambique 

MAY 9TH, 2014    NEWS 

From http://www.macauhub.com.mo/ 

 

Oil prospecting the Zambezi River delta, specifically in the regions of Micaúne and Luabo, in the Chinde and Marromeu 

districts of Sofala province, may be re-launched in 2015, said the chief executive of state oil and gas company Empresa 

Nacional de Hidrocarbonetos (ENH), Tavares Martinho. 

 

Oil prospecting in Micaúne, launched in the 1970s by US company Gulf Oil, was given up as no oil in commercial quantities 

was detected.  Tavares Martinho also told Mozambican daily newspaper Notícias that at the time a test well had been 

drilled in the Munguaia region, in Matotombo, which provided no results and led to Gulf Oil giving up on the project. 

 

“At the moment there are companies interested in returning to the region, as there are indications that there may actually 

be oil in commercial quantities,” said the ENH executive, noting that the main obstacles to the start of activities are a lack of 

access roads and a number of rivers without bridges. … 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
 

BUYING FROM HAWKERS MAY END TOURISTS IN JAIL 

 

After going into the bad books of global gay and lesbian groups a few months ago, when legislation was passed banning 

same sex encounters in Uganda – decampaigning of the destination appears to be an ongoing development over these laws 

– more fun was poked at our country over the so called ‘Anti Miniskirt Bill’, which too could end tourist wearing skimpy 

dresses or skirts in trouble after dozens of women wearing skimpy skirts were stripped by ‘outraged mobs’ with little police 

intervention at the time, seemingly to send a message that certain dress codes were no longer welcome in the capital city 

or beyond. 

Now the next threat of going to jail has emerged in Kampala, as KCAA personnel last week apparently arrested at least a 

dozen people for allegedly buying items from hawkers, themselves banned from city streets but still operating when the 

long arm of the law is not in sight. 

‘Some of our tourists in fact like to bargain a little over small items when they are approached by hawkers when they walk in 

the city. We normally take them to the National Theatre for the art and craft shops but then they go off into town and now 

imagine they might get caught by those strongarmed city askaris for buying maybe some bananas or a phone charger? If 

they would arrest a couple of tourists over such things our reputation may get a bad knock because it would sure be picked 

up by the international media. I wonder what Musisi [Jennifer Musisi is the Executive Director of Kampala Capital City 

Authority] might say then, probably in her usual style mouth off that law breakers must face the music or something of the 

sort. Tourists do not know that buying from hawkers is illegal and because hawkers still are around, they might get caught 

up in a swoop. Oh Uganda where are we heading with such things, keeping the city clean is one thing but that might be too 

much for our visitors to understand’ lamented a regular source who passed the information from home while this 

correspondent was on the road travelling through Kenya. 

All one can say is to warn visitors from abroad who come to Kampala to avoid buying from hawkers, no matter how nice 

they are and no matter what interesting items they have for sale, or else they might find their vacation enriched with the 

experience to go into the KCAA cells. Welcome to the Pearl of Africa but do read the fine small print to know what can and 

what cannot be done while here. 

 

 

This has been a short one because my old email address died.  Please make sure you contact me on 

gill@lowdownontravel.com 

 

Have a good two weeks 

 

Gill 


