
 

Dear All 

 

My header is from Kariba Bush Club on the lake shore.  I had gone to visit for a few days.  The lake still has some way to rise, 

I assume; the rains from Angola and northern Zambia are still finding their way down the Zambezi River.  The Victoria Falls 

are full. 

 

LIVINGSTONE 
Parking Fees 

From Livingstone Council 

 

The Livingstone City Council has introduced parking fees with immediate effect. Motorists will be required to pay K2 and a 

further K2 will be required for those parking for more than one hour. 

Reserved parking for corporate institutions will be K108 per month per slot. 

 

I had a rather concerned email about this new fee.  The email commented that there were no signs on the road to say that 

parking fee was applicable.  Also, there was no time indicated on the receipt for the K2 – how were the ‘meter maids’ going 

to know how long the car had been parked?  The other concern raised was the fact that a beggar seemed to be following the 

‘meter maid’ and was begging for any change … 

 

I asked Council about this and they said that they hoped to 

reduce parking congestion in town with the parking fee.  We all 

know that parking there can be difficult.  However, I still think 

that parking would be easier if we did not allow so many taxis.  

I can remember when the taxi drivers went on strike it was a 

real pleasure to drive through town and there was plenty of 

parking places to be had! But that is me writing as a driver, not 

as a person who needs a taxi … 

 

I seem to think that this parking fee is applicable on Mosi-oa-

Tunya Road and along John Hunt way, but I am not sure.  

Anyhow, K2 is not a major drama for parking and that we should accept it.  However, there are obviously going to be some 

teething problems …   

 

 

 

 

 



                                                         Cuckoo 

The Cuckoo 

 

The other day I was listening as the babblers came down to the 

garden for a drink and a bath.  I then heard a different call.  After 

watching for a while I noticed a bird together with the babblers – it 

was a young cuckoo.  What fun.  For those of you who don’t know, 

cuckoos do not build their own nests.  They find a nest from 

another species and lay their egg inside.  The cuckoo hatches in this 

nest and grows up with a different species.   

 

 

A New Mayor 

 

The Mayor was installed after 

elections in Council Chambers 

during the past two weeks.   

 

The new Mayor is Milford 

Maambo; his deputy is Fred 

Sikazwe.  I was unable to attend 

because I was away, but I thought 

you would like to see a photograph 

(given to me by Public Relations, 

Livingstone Council). 

 

 

The picture shows Milford 

Maambo, Chief Mukuni and the 

Minister of Southern Province, Daniel Munkombwe.   

 

 

Shungu Namutitima (Smoke That Thunders) International Film Festival 2014 call for entries 

From ScreenAfrica 

 

Vilole Images Productions (VIP) announces that the Shungu Namutitima (Smoke That Thunders) International Film Festival 

of Zambia (SHUNAFFoZ) invites local and international filmmakers to submit documentaries, short films and full-length 

feature films to submit entries.  

 

SHUNAFFoZ runs from 28 July to 2 August in Livingstone in Zambia with various activities including screenings at the theatre 

and in surrounding partner communities and adjacent villages. … 

 

Contact the Festival Director / Coordinator for additional information:  

The Festival Coordinator … 

Email info@viloleimages.com, festdirect@viloleimages.com or e.d@viloleimages.com or visit www.viloleimages.com. 

 



 

New Hotel and Conference Facility for Livingstone 

 

THE Zambia Institute of Chartered Accountants (ZICA) has acquired 48 hectares of land in Livingstone for the construction of 

a multi-purpose conference facility and five star hotel at a cost of US$300 million. 

The convention centre will have the capacity to accommodate 2,000 people. 

Speaking  when he laid a foundation stone  at the project site on Saturday, ZICA chief executive officer Hapenga Kabeta said 

finding  suitable conference facilities in Livingstone to accommodate 1,000 people is a challenge. 

“Livingstone is the tourist capital and people want facilities outside Lusaka, the planned conference centre will seat at least 

2,000 people comfortably. The project is not for ZICA but a contribution to the tourism facilities in Livingstone,” Mr Kabeta 

said. 

 

 

TOUR D’AFRIQUE BICYCLE DONATION  

Tour d’Afrique Bicycle Donation at The Victoria Falls Waterfront  

Tuesday 8 April 2014 

 

It was a festive afternoon at The Victoria Falls Waterfront as 66 

bicycles were donated by the Tour d’Afrique Foundation and 

distributed by The Happy Africa Foundation to deserving communities 

in Livingstone. As host of the event, The Waterfront provided an array 

of complimentary drinks to all present and Safari Par Excellence, Lion 

Encounter, Bungee and Livingstone’s Adventures donated a total of 16 

activity prizes whilst Zambian Breweries and Sunrise Beverages 

donated beers, soft drinks and wine to the delighted Tour d’Afrique 

participants as a gesture of appreciation on behalf of the grateful 

Livingstone community.  The event was officiated by Mr. Milimo, 

Standard Officer for Distance Learning from the District Educations Board (DEBS). 

 

The Canadian-based Tour d’Afrique is currently on a 121 day expedition from 

Khartoum to Cape Town cycling a mind-blowing 12,000kms. Every year, the Tour 

d’Afrique Foundation donates at least one new or refurbished bicycle per rider to 

health care workers, aid agencies, educational programs and community projects 

and to date, they have donated an impressive 1 500 bicycles to worthy causes. This 

is the fourth time the Tour d’Afrique Foundation has made a donation of such 

generosity in Livingstone and this year, 16 participants rode the final 50kms of the 

Lusaka to Livingstone journey on cargo-laden bicycles aptly named ‘The Phoenix 

Stage’ by the participants. Transportation of people and goods is a monumental 

challenge for developing nations and the ‘Phoenix’ is the typical bicycle of choice in 

Africa, a one-sized steel frame typically used to transport families and goods up to 

50kg in load.  

 

The Tour d’Afrique Foundation mission statement is clear; to give something back to 

the people and the communities of the areas frequented in their cycling tours and to raise consciousness about bicycles as 

an alternative and beneficial means of transport. The Happy Africa Foundation is an associated charity of African Impact, 

the largest on-the-ground facilitator of socially responsible volunteer projects in Southern and East Africa. The recipients of 

the donated bicycles are several secondary schools within the Livingstone District and the Linda Farm community for 

disabled persons. The bicycle donation will aid those school children whose performance and attendance levels are directly 

affected by the long distances walked in order to attend school, in some cases up to a staggering 18kms per day. This 

donation will be an investment not only into their education but into their future; words spoken by the children in an 

entertaining skit performed to the delighted crowd. For the community of Linda Farm, the bicycles will enable them to 

attend market and generate income that will benefit the community as a whole. In order to ensure the long-term 

sustainability of the donation, The Happy Africa Foundation will work with the recipients to ensure maximum productivity 

of the 66 bicycles.  



Mulobezi Railway Line 

From The Post 

 

ZAMBIA Railways Limited chief executive officer Professor Muyenga Atanga says the company requires about US$100 

million to fully rehabilitate the Mulobezi-Livingstone rail line. … 

He said ZR was currently rehabilitating the line by laying new rail sleepers. 

"Mulobezi was run by a private contractor and we took over in January. 

We will need an average of US$100 million to be able to get that track to a level where if you are moving from Mulobezi to 

Livingstone over that distance (164 kilometres), it should take you six hours, currently it is taking close to 28 hours to move 

from Mulobezi to Livingstone because the line is in a bad state. It is an old line," Prof Atanga said. 

He said ZRL had managed to have four trains servicing the route every week and was expected to commission new 

passenger coaches by next month which would have better facilities than the main line.  

 

 

ZAMBIA 
School Club Zambia 

 

While at Kariba Bush Club I went to visit the nearby school which is 

being supported by School Club Zambia.  I am a trustee of School Club 

Zambia and wanted to see what they were up to.  School Club Zambia is 

helping schools to earn money through projects in which the parents 

can become involved.     

 

At Kariba South 

Basic School they 

have started two 

projects.  One is a 

tailoring centre 

where the 

mothers are 

making chitenge 

bags which are 

sold to tourists.  School Club provided the sewing machines. 

 

The other is a garden where vegetables are grown for sale.  School 

Club gave the school an overhead tank and drip irrigation pipes. 

 

The income from the projects is held by a Committee which then 

decides how to spend the money.  The committee at Kariba South has decided recently that they want footballs!  And, 

other sports equipment, of course.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bridges 

 

On the road to Kariba Bush Club I was amazed at the number of 

bridges which the road had to cross.  So I looked at a map … 

 

The road goes through the Escarpment, so all the rivers should 

not be a surprise, I suppose.  All the rivers shown on the map are 

seasonal.  During the rains these rivers collect the water and take 

it down to the lake.  The river may only run for an hour or they 

may run for several days depending on rainfall.  But, because the 

water comes all of a woosh bridges are easily taken out.    And … 

they may stay like that for several years … 

 

I know I am looking at this one area, but there are places like this 

all over Zambia. 

 

I was also told that at many schools, schooling is said to be 

seasonal.  The children are unable to get to school because there 

is no way to cross rivers.   

 

It seemed to me that many bridges are not major construction 

dramas and could easily be done by Roads Department with 

some local help.  Surely with all the expertise we have in the 

Roads Department we can keep these bridges up and running so 

that vehicles and people can move around … especially to allow the children to go to school … 

 

 

David Lemon on the way again … 

 

From Kariba Bush Club I travelled to Siavonga to chat with 

David Lemon who was returning to Zambia to complete his 

Zambezi Trek.  It was an all-day journey from Kariba Bush Club 

because we had to go back to the main Livingstone-Lusaka 

road and then travel down again to the Lake.  Wouldn’t it be 

nice to have a road which runs along the lake … or even a boat 

which could take people and vehicles along it … 

 

We arrived to find David sitting with all the revelers at the 

Siavonga Music Festival, so we joined him.  Unable to hear 

ourselves think, we moved a bit away from the stage.  David 

has been in Zambia for a while, giving talks and promoting his 

book.  Now it was time to continue the trek.  He felt fully fit and 

ready to start … but a little bit nervous.  He said he would be all 

right once he got going.  Now aged 69, David wanted to 

complete the trek before he reached 70 years.   

 

For the first two days of the trip he was accompanied by friends 

and family.  Two of his grandchildren were there to walk with 

him.  Also to walk for the first two days were a friend, Dawn, 

from Cape Town and Alex, one of Zambia’s 

artists/conservationists.  Alex is the one responsible for the 



wonderful wire sculpture outside the Council buildings in Livingstone and is being filled with litter.   

 

The following morning after a cup of tea we joined the team as they went to the starting point on the Siavonga-Chirundu 

Road.  There were a few photo opportunities and David was off again … He had people to chat to and, more to the point, he 

was not carrying his backpack.  Andy Taylor was there from Cowbell, the sponsors of the trek.  Andy was following behind in 

his car and giving the backpack a ride … 

 

David’s journey will take him to Chirundu and then over the Kafue River via the pontoon and then into Chiawa Game 

Management Area.  From the border of Chiawa he will have to be accompanied by a ZAWA scout until he finally leaves 

Lower Zambezi National Park near to Luangwa.  At Luangwa he will cross the Luangwa River to Zumbo in Mozambique.  

David has a Mozambique visa, so he is confident that he will not be faced with a ‘brick wall’ as he was when he tried to 

enter Angola.   

 

Once in Mozambique I doubt that we will hear much of his exploits.  David has no idea either how he will manage, but he 

knows that people are generally very kind and will help him on his way.   

 

 

More illegal timber impounded  

From the Zambia Weekly 

 

Thirty-five trucks have been impounded at Livingstone, Kazungula and Sesheke – after trying to sneak out of the country 

with timber illegally cut in Southern and Western Provinces, Minister of Lands, Natural Resources and Environmental 

Protection Mwansa Kapeya told the Daily Mail. 

Earlier this year, In February and March, respectively, government impounded 10 and 7 trucks laden with illegal timber from 

Luangwa District. 

 

 

Siavonga Music Festival 

 

Having arrived at Siavonga to see David Lemon I could not 

leave without witnessing some of the bands and songsters 

at the festival.  I thought at my age that it would all be a lot 

of noise for me.  I was pleasantly surprised.   

 

The festival was taking place at two venues – Eagles Rest 

and Lake Safari Lodge.  At Eagles Rest the stage overlooked 

the beach so all the dancing and watching was done from 

the sand with the waves gently rolling in.  At Lake Safari 

Lodge the stage was smaller set up on the helipad.  The 

music started each morning at 11 am and continued until 4 

am.  The bands followed each other in quick succession, with 

some DJs taking up any slack.   

 

I was staying at Eagles Rest in a tent and, although I went off 

to sleep early-ish, I could still hear the music booming out.  I 

did manage to sleep, though.   

 



I visited Lake Safari Lodge early on the Saturday morning.  It 

was just getting started but people were already there 

enjoying the guitarist – quiet country music.  Meanwhile 

people were out on the lake on jet skis.  A ferry was taking 

music lovers by boat from one venue to the other.  It was all 

organised so well.   

 

Well done, Siavonga.  And, thanks to Eagles Rest for my stay.   

 

I will be there next year, I hope.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MFUWE STUDENTS FLY THE FLAG FOR ZAMBIA IN AUSTRALIA 

 

The Zambian Flag is flying in Adelaide, South Australia to welcome ten Zambian 

students participating in a world first International Conservation Education 

Exchange. 

 

The ten students, all from Eastern Province and 

attending Mfuwe Secondary School are 

Conservation Club members. The clubs are run by 

a small Zambian registered charity, Chipembele 

Wildlife Education Trust. 

 

Selected from over 60 secondary school 

conservation club members, the ten young people 

have worked hard for their trip of a lifetime. They 

have conducted conservation campaigns, written 

conservation-based essays and given 

presentations. They are the most dedicated young 

conservationists in Chipembele's Conservation 

clubs.  

 

In June 2013, 15 young people from Pulteney 

Grammar School in Adelaide, South Australia 

visited the South Luangwa National Park as part of the International Conservation Exchange. The Zambian students will be 

visiting South Australian conservation projects, participating in cultural and community activities and spending four days in 

South Australia’s premiere wildlife destination Kangaroo Island. Pulteney Grammar School has hoisted the Zambian flag on 

campus in Adelaide in preparation for the visit. … 

 



Wots on 

 

Thursday, 1 May.  Labour Day.  Public 

Holiday. 

 

Friday, 2-3 May.  Fun Enduro.  Vic Falls 

Town. 

 

Wednesday, 14 May.  Full Moon. 

 

Saturday, 24-26 May.  Kasanka Bike 

Challenge. 

 

Thursday, 5 June.  World Environment Day 

 

Saturday, Sunday, 7-8 June.  Polocrosse.  

Lusaka South Tournament 

 

Wednesday, 11-15 June.  Mountain Bike 

Challenge.  Vic Falls Town. 

 

Friday, 13 June.  Full Moon 

 

Thursday 26-28 June.  Put Foot Rally.  

Waterfront.   

 

Wednesday, 9-13 July.  Nyaminyami 

Festival.  Kariba Town. 

 

Saturday, 2-8 August.  Blue Cross Rally.  

Zimbabwe.  

 

 

Stephen Robinson Photographs 

 

Stephen who lives in Kitwe is one of Zambia’s well-known photographers.  Many of his photographs are shown on the 

website: www.wildfotoafrica.com 

It is amazing to see some of the places we have in Zambia – places I have yet to visit.  I particularly liked the aerial views of 

floodplains, also those of our waterfalls.  Check it out.  I think you will agree.   

 

 

ZAWA NEWS 

 

April 23 

Mr Xenophon Emmanuel Vlahakis’ contract as interim Director General at 

the Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) came to an end on April 22, 2014.  

Mr Vlahakis who officially handed over today thanked government for the 

opportunity given to him to serve the Authority in the interim capacity. … 

 

April 25 

THE Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA)would like to re-assure residents of 

Mazabuka that the Authority is actively working towards the immediate 

translocationof the elephant which has been seen roaming NegaNega 

areato Kafue National Park (KNP). 

ZAWA has successfully mobilised assistance from stakeholders such as the 

International Fund For Animal Welfare (IFAW), Game Rangers 

International (GRI) and farmers in the area to assist with the exercise.  

A helicopter was hired to check the exact location of the animal and 

preliminary indications have shown that the animal is too large in size, to 

be translocated by a regular truck. The condition of the road was also too 

wet at the time for big trucks to move in.  

Hence, ZAWA has engaged a team with specialised equipment from 

Zimbabwe, which will be arriving in the country soon to translocate the 

animal.  

While ZAWA awaits this team, the elephant is being localised by supply of 

food and water to the area and the farmers there have indicated that 

they will help with the exercise. The supply of food is also meant to 

minimise the damage that the elephant may cause to the crops. The same 

community will also help mend the fence that has been destroyed. 

On the question of how the elephant found itself in this area, which is 

nowhere near a National Park that inhabits elephant, investigations by 

ZAWA indicate that the animal could have been part of a migrating herd, 

but it was left behind. It is also likely that at the time it strayed from the 

herd and into the area, it was just a baby elephant, and a nearby farm did not mind and was happy to feed and supply it 

with water.  But then over time, the elephant grew and left that particular farm and started entering other farms and this 

was unwelcome. 

ZAWA is therefore appealing to members of the community to report any sight of wild animals to ZAWA to avoid such 

inconveniences. 

The Authority is grateful for all the help being rendered, including that of area ward councillor and Mazabuka Deputy Mayor 

Skinner Tantamujulu, and the officer commanding of Mazabuka who have kept ZAWA, constant informed about the 

animal’s whereabouts. 

 

April 27, 2014 

The Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA) is urging members of the general public involved in private wildlife estates (game 

ranch owners, golf clubs and all business houses that keep wild animals in captivity) to submit their yearly returns and 

renewal of their certificate of ownership and permits to keep animals in captivity before the end of April, 2014. This is a 



legal requirement under the Zambia Wildlife Act No 12 of 1998 and Statutory Instrument No. 66 of 2004 for all private 

wildlife estates to renew all permits that pertain to keeping wild animals in captivity failure to which shall attract a penalty 

fee. 

 

April 28  

THE Zambia Wildlife Authority (ZAWA)is in the process of automating its revenue collection and licensing system which will 

soon be rolled out to National Parks countrywide. 

ZAWA has spent about $300,000 to secure and implement the systemaimed at ensuring transparency, efficiency and 

effective communication. The system will provide a data and voice network to all the National Parks. 

The Authority has since Friday concluded the two weeks training of members of staff on how to use the system, which is 

currently installed at Head Office in Chilanga in readiness for its implementation. 

Through the system, the Authority will be able to conduct e-payments for all entries to National Parks as well as enhance 

communication and security in all its operations. 

ZIMBABWE 
 

Zimbabwe: Hunting of Zim Presidential Elephants Reportedly Begins 

By Alex Bell, SW Radio Africa 

 

Fears about the future safety of the 'protected' Zimbabwe Presidential elephant herd have been further heightened, after 

reports of gunfire and suspected hunting activity at one of the herd's watering holes. 

 

The reports came from a nearby safari lodge, claiming that a man called Ruben Mkandla and two hunters were shooting the 

elephants this weekend. Mkandla is understood to be the brother-in-law of former Mines Minister Obert Mpofu. 

 

SW Radio Africa was unable to verify the reports on Tuesday. 

 

But the claims will do little to ease the fears of conservationists in and around Zimbabwe, because the reports follow just 

days after warnings that the elephants are under threat. 

 

Last week, Johnny Rodrigues the Chairman of the Zimbabwe Conservation Task Force (ZCTF), warned that the elephants 

faced being killed despite the Presidential decree meant to be protecting them. He told SW Radio Africa that the decision by 

the herd's primary caretaker to step aside, left them vulnerable to hunting activities. 

 

Last week Sharon Pincott, who founded and ran the Presidential Elephant Conservation Project since 2001, announced she 

was stopping her work. This shock decision followed a worsening fight caused by the takeover of a piece of land in the 

Hwange National Park, which serves as the herd's home range. 

 

The land in the Kanondo area has been claimed by a woman who insists she has an inheritance claim to the land, despite a 

2013 directive by Zimbabwe's Cabinet that offer letters for the land be withdrawn. Instead, the Kanondo land claimant has 

forged ahead with the building of a safari lodge called the Gwango Elephant Lodge, which claims to be a conservancy 

opening for tourism business. 

 

The claimant, Elisabeth Pasalk/Freeman, is understood to be an American resident, but concern has been raised amid 

reports that she is the sister of a known Zimbabwean hunting safari operator named Rodger Madangure. 

 



Pincott was fighting for support and intervention from the government, because of the threat the land claim has to the 

Presidential elephant herd's future safety. But her efforts have been to no avail and she has now completely withdrawn 

from the Project. 

 

Rodriques said: "Once she's removed from there, the Presidential elephants will be gone. I hope they move on, but I believe 

the people claiming this land are interlinked with hunting operations so I don't see any future for these animals. They will all 

be shot and that will be the end of the Presidential herd." 

 

Meanwhile, a leading, international conservation group has warned in a new report that land grabs in Zimbabwe were a 

direct threat to elephant populations in Africa. The report commissioned by the Born Free group said that Zimbabwe could 

become a poaching hot spot as a result of the lawless and murky manner in which conservation land has been parceled out 

to ZANU PF members. 

 

 

Zimbabwe Needs $90 Million to Complete Dam for Bulawayo Water 

From BusinessWeek.com 

       

Zimbabwe needs about $90 million to complete the Gwayi-Shangani dam, which would ease water shortages in the western 

city of Bulawayo, the state-controlled Chronicle said on its website. 

 

Construction, stalled because of money, remains a “priority”, the newspaper said, citing water and environment minister 

Saviour Kasukuwere. 

 

The dam would form part of a long-term plan to pump water from the Zambezi River to the drought-prone city, Zimbabwe’s 

second-largest, the Chronicle reported. It would help the Bulawayo’s industry and provide water for irrigation farms in 

Matabeleland, according to the paper. 

 

 

MATUSADONA ANTI-POACHING PROJECT (MAPP) NEWSLETTER No 3 

 

MAPP celebrates one year of operations this month and herewith are some statistics for your perusal: 

• We have conducted in excess of 150 lake patrols 

• 43 Zambians have been arrested, 35 of whom received jail sentences ranging from 8 to 14 months 

• 62 Zimbabwean fish poachers have been arrested and an additional 70 warnings and fines have been issued. This 

includes Kapenta rigs operating out of their jurisdiction. 

• 126 boats have been impounded and / or destroyed 

• Approximately 80 km (80 000 meters) of illegal netting has been recovered. 

• 1 ivory poacher has been shot dead 

• 2 ivory poachers have been arrested; one receiving a jail term of 9 years and the other awaits sentencing.  

 

These results demonstrate that, given the capacity, The Department of Parks and Wildlife Management Services (DPWMS), 

together with the Police, Border control, the Judiciary and CID, will deal with transgressors of the law efficiently and 

effectively. As far as MAPP is concerned, we have and continue to achieve our objective which is to provide the authorities 

with the capacity and logistical support that they need to achieve these results, and of course those of you who have given 

to the cause one way or another are equally deserving of praise. 

 

Our water based activities are ongoing and despite our regular patrols, the Sanyati Gorge is still a hot spot. Those of you 

who follow our Facebook page will have seen commercial quantities of tiger fish recovered from a well-established fishing 

camp recently discovered at the southernmost extremity of the gorge. The occupants were arrested, and the camp 

destroyed. What is fascinating is the sheer volume of tiger fish that travel up this river to spawn, it is no wonder that the 

poachers have become ensconced this past 10 years or so, and even more of a wonder is the tenacity of the tiger fish 

following years of abuse. This all goes to show that gorge patrols are a necessity for the foreseeable future, hopefully on a 

waning scale.  
 



Zambian fish poachers have been conspicuously absent from Hydro bay and the lakeshore between Kings Camp and 

Fothergill, we believe that they are venturing further afield. Sadly we have received reports and evidence of a surge in fish 

poaching activities in and around the Ume River. Again this is a tiger 

fish spawning ground and a reputable bream fishing destination for 

sporting anglers. Ideally we need to deploy an additional operative in 

that area under the MAPP umbrella and we are looking at ways to 

fund this.  

 

Pictured here is a crocodile found floating in the Ume river. 

Estimated at 15 foot, this crocodile drowned in a poachers net. 

We have been waiting on the necessary documentation and protocol 

before launching our land based activities, and we are pleased to 

announce that operations commenced 1st March 2014. Our focus of 

course is elephant poaching which has reached alarming levels in 

Africa, and The Matusadona has not been spared. We are still 

discovering elephant carcasses on a fairly regular basis and this 

includes cows and sub-adult animals. Every elephant with tusks is at 

risk. The Tashinga Initiative (TTI)has very kindly facilitated the donation of a land cruiser to this cause which will be used for 

the deployment of field personal. This operation is far more 

onerous than the water based activities, in fact it is more of a 

military style operation and therefore more difficult to report 

on. What we can tell you is that it can be credited with the 

last of our recorded successes above, and that came after 

only one week of operations.  

 

Funding all of this is of course our greatest challenge and an 

absolute necessity if we don’t want to lose one of Zimbabwe’s 

trademark images – an elephant bull on the shores of Lake 

Kariba.  

 

We are delighted to report that one Good Samaritan has very 

generously donated two fully equipped boats (Pelican’s) to 

MAPP. They will be ready for use in April and come with all the bells and whistles, including GPS tracking devices, and 

Lowrance navigational equipment. The Matusadona National Park has a very poor network of roads, a limiting factor when 

MAPP has been called upon to react to situations. We do have 50+ kilometers of shoreline though and these boats will give 

us the ability to deploy reaction groups swiftly and effectively when necessary. The boats are going on public show at the 

end of March and we plan to brand them with the names and logo of those who have contributed to the cause. 

 

We are in the process of printing raffle tickets to be sold at $20.00 each and they will stand you a chance of winning one of 

the following fantastic prizes: 

1st Prize                1 x 150 cc trail bike kindly donated by SKM motorcycles & 1 x 150 cc on-road / off-road motorcycle 

donated by Eaton and Young Insurance Brokers. 

2nd Prize               2 nights for 2 at Changa Safari camp (Full board) 

3rd Prize                2 nights for 2 at Spurwing Island resort (Full board) 

4th Prize                2 nights for 2 at Rhino Safari Camp (Full board) 

Tickets will go on sale at the end of this week so please contact me by e-mail if you would like to purchase some. 

In addition to this, we are holding a fund raising event in Kariba over the Easter Weekend. This promises to be fun for the 

whole family and we do hope that you will be able to attend if you are in that vicinity. We would like to thank all those good 

folk in the Kariba community who have so willingly committed their time and effort to organizing this event, and we hope 

that they are rewarded for their efforts with a successful day. 

 

 

 

 



BOTSWANA 
Government of Botswana 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

After reviewing the Wildlife Conservation and National Parks Act of 1982 last year, government has increased compensation 

for property destroyed by elephants and lions. 

 

The Act also came with conditions meant to deter killing of lions whose numbers were reportedly dwindling. When 

addressing a kgotla meeting in Salajwe on April 10, regional wildlife officer (south-central), Mr Dimakatso Ntshebe informed 

the residents that government had resolved that as of November last year, compensation for destruction of domestic 

animals killed by lions would be increased. 

 

"Compensation for a bull killed by a lion has been raised from the initial P1 900 to P5 500. Government has also increased 

compensation for a female cow from P850 to P3 000 and from P350 to P1 000 for a calf," he said. 

 

However, Mr Ntshebe further revealed that compensation will only be paid if farmers have not killed or injured the lions. He 

said this decision was reached in light of the fact that the population of lions in the country is decreasing at an alarming 

rate. 

 

He said the conditions are meant to discourage farmers from killing lions but to only scare them off. Mr Ntshebe further 

informed residents that compensation will only be paid for domestic animals that have been killed inside the kraal or while 

they were being herded. 

 

He explained that this is meant to encourage proper care of domestic animals by farmers after the realisation that most 

animals are killed while they are out roaming the forest. 

 

He added that the review also covers compensation for destruction by elephants through which government will 

compensate farmers for damaged fences and fencing poles. He advised residents to always conserve proof of destruction as 

it is vital during assessment. However, compensation for destruction by all the other animals remains unchanged. 

 

Mr Ntshebe also pleaded with residents to bear with wildlife officers as shortage of transport hampers them from attending 

their reports timely. In response, residents expressed dissatisfaction with the conditions as they said lions mostly kill at 

night when nobody is herding the animals. (BOPA) 

 

NAMIBIA 
Chinese merchant gateways for ivory and rhino horns (Namibia) 

From the Zambezi River to Joburg and Maputo 

Hongxiang Huang and Oxpeckers, Pambazuka, Issue 673 

 

Namibia has enjoyed a good reputation for its nature conservation, but there is evidence the illegal trade in wildlife 

products is taking off. 

 

In the remote Zambezi region of Southern Africa, where Namibia shares international borders with Angola, Zambia, 

Botswana and Zimbabwe, geography and opportunity create ideal circumstances for ivory poachers. 

 

With more than 9,100 residential elephants and 30,000 migrating elephants, according to 2013 data, elephant poaching was 

not a serious issue in the transborder area until recently. In 2010 and 2011, the numbers of elephant poached in isolated 

cases were four and six respectively. However, in 2012 the situation changed, with at least 78 elephants poached by 

international smugglers in one year. By November 2013, official records showed that at least 20 elephants had been 

poached since the start of the year, and 35 smuggling suspects had been arrested. 

 

Namibia was the first African country to incorporate protection of the environment into its constitution and today more 

than 40 per cent of the country’s surface area is under conservation management. Community-based conservancies are 



well integrated into the tourism industry. In the Zambezi region, formerly known as Caprivi, officials noticed a growth in 

wildlife trafficking from around 2010. ‘That Chinese [man] you mentioned appears to be the most important middle player 

in it, although some other nationals have their channels as well,’ said Shadrick Siloka, chief warden in the Ministry of 

Environment and Tourism (MET) office of Katima, the capital of Zambezi region. 

 

During my first visit to the MET office two days previously, officials had been reluctant to release any information, However, 

but once I shared some results from my own undercover investigation in the Chinese community of Katima, they were 

prepared to admit they were investigating the same person. 

 

According to Siloka, the change in the status quo was associated with hearing the name of Guo Yunhui, a Chinese 

businessman in Katima. In 2010, the MET heard from informers that Guo was collecting pythons and pangolins. In 2011, 

Guo was arrested for buying two ivory tusks from MET staff, fined 20,000 Namibian dollars and released. But informers and 

the MET allege that he is again at the centre of the Namibian ivory trade, and is using the same transportation and trading 

routes as his formal business. My undercover investigation supported this theory. 

 

In his everyday persona, Guo Yunhui is the owner of Sweet Guest House, the only Chinese hostel in Katima. Most of its 

clientele are Africans, many from Zambia. Like many other Chinese, he has his main business and then informal business, 

and consequently rarely shows up at his guesthouse, which is managed on a daily basis by two local women. 

 

As a Chinese journalist I was able to meet and socialise with many Chinese shop owners in Katima, and to ask about Guo 

Yunhui and the trade in animal products. Zheng, a Chinese worker in a Chinese construction company near Katima, is a 

friend of Guo’s family and he visits them frequently. According to Zheng, Guo is still engaged in his wildlife smuggling 

business. 

 

Chen, a Chinese businessman in Rundu, also confirmed that Guo is active in the business, although he didn’t characterise it 

as smuggling, but rather as helping Chinese in far-flung cities to acquire ivory souvenirs. Ou, a Chinese shop owner, claimed 

he lent Guo money when Guo was buying ivory in the past, and that Guo was conducting a lot of informal ‘side business’ of 

a dubious nature. However, Ou had not seen Guo for a long time. 

 

Guo may not be the largest player in the Zambezi ivory market, according to Li, a leader in the Chinese-Fujian business 

communities of Namibia. Li referred to another Chinese man in Katima whom he said was found by police in early 2013 with 

more than 100kg of ivory, but MET said it did not know about the case. The low risk of getting caught, added to monetary 

incentives and the Chinese community’s lack of support for the Namibian conservation effort, are all factors encouraging 

and enabling wildlife smuggling. 

 

Katima is a central hub of trading between trans-border African smugglers and Chinese shop keepers and traders. Chinese 

shops dominate the main road in town, and unlike employees from Chinese state-owned companies who are driven by 

state policy, these Chinese shop owners are usually self-driven immigrants simply looking for business space and an 

opportunity to make money. … 

 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
KENYA TOURISM ARRIVALS DOWN BY 12 PERCENT IN 2013 

 

It was a bitter pill to swallow for the Kenyan government and in particular for a Cabinet Secretary under siege, when, as 

data for the year 2013 were finally released, it was instantly obvious that the targets set for the past year were missed big 

time. Campaign and inaugural speech promises made had given a clear indication at the time that tourism was to be a 

priority sector, one which was to create additional jobs by the thousands, attract foreign investments and contribute to 

economic growth and to increased foreign exchange earnings. Nothing of the sort however happened and to the contrary, 

few sectors of the economy feel so betrayed by the new government after their first year in office as tourism did, which 

found itself underfunded and overtaxed while having to listen to speeches which clearly lacked any resemblance of the 

reality on the ground. … 



 

 

OTHER STUFF 
Speedy Satellite Beams Pictures Of Massive Floods Only Weeks After Reaching Orbit 

From University Today 

 

… The picture above gives a taste of what the European satellite will 

do when it’s fully commissioned. The picture of flooding in Namibia 

was downloaded only two hours after acquisition and then made 

available generally less than an hour after that, the European Space 

Agency said. Not only that, believe it or not — the view was socked in 

by cloud when the image was taken. 

 

“Sentinel-1A’s ability to ‘see’ through cloud and rain and in pitch 

darkness make it particularly useful for monitoring floods and for 

offering images for emergency response,” the European Space 

Agency stated. “In fact, this area of the Caprivi plain was shrouded in 

thick cloud when the satellite acquired the image on 13 April.” 

 

Read more: http://www.universetoday.com/111273/speedy-

satellite-beams-pictures-of-massive-floods-only-weeks-after-

reaching-orbit/#ixzz2zD01TY00 

 

 

More about dams … 

 

OXFORD, UK, April 21, 2104 --/WORLD-WIRE/-- Researchers at Oxford University have found that planners and policymakers 

systematically underestimate the costs and time required to implement large dam projects: the actual costs of large dams 

were 96 per cent higher than the estimate, on average, and implementation took 44 per cent longer than scheduled. 

 

The new report thus explicitly states that large dams are not economical: “We find that even before accounting for negative 

impacts on human society and environment, the actual construction costs of large dams are too high to yield a positive 



return.” The study is based on the most comprehensive economic analysis of large dams ever undertaken. “Large dams” 

refers to dams with a wall height in excess of 15m. 

 

The study, which is based on a representative sample of 245 large hydropower dams built in 65 different countries between 

1934 and 2007, concludes that cost and time overruns have not improved over time. The cost and time forecasts are still as 

wrong as they were 70 years ago.  The study cites two reasons for these immense cost and time overruns: firstly, both 

experts and laypersons are systematically “too optimistic about the time, costs, and benefits of a decision”. Secondly, 

project promoters deceive the decision-makers and the public with strategic misrepresentations. 

 

The new study was released in late 

March, just in time for the ASEAN 

Renewable Energy Week 2014, which 

started yesterday. Southeast Asia’s 

Energy Ministers are meeting in Kuala 

Lumpur to discuss their government’s 

future energy policies. Malaysia is also 

presenting and promoting its dams. 

 

A closer look at the most recently 

completed hydropower dam in Malaysia, 

the Bakun Dam, however, shows that 

this dam scores worse than the average 

large dam. The Bakun Dam was meant to 

cost RM2.5 billion. While the official 

expenditure figures have risen to RM7.4 

billion, the two scientists, Sovacool and 

Bulan, put the total cost of the Bakun 

Dam at RM15.325 billion. When 

construction work commenced in 1994, 

the dam was meant to be operational in 

2003. It was actually completed in 2011, 

but even today, not all eight turbines are operational.  

 

Calculations by the Bruno Manser Fund show that the time overrun at the Bakun Dam was almost 90 per cent and the cost 

overrun was even 200 to 500 per cent. As the Bakun Dam was financed by the federal government – mainly through the 

Employees Provident Fund and the Pensions Fund – Malaysia's citizens are having to pay the price for the over-optimistic 

forecasts of the Bakun Dam promoters. 

 

With the Sarawak Corridor of Renewable Energy (SCORE), Sarawak is implementing a whole series of uneconomical large 

dams of this type. The projected costs of US$105 billion for SCORE are therefore likely to rise. The proposed Baram Dam is 

likely to cost more than RM5 billion rather than the budgeted RM3 billion. Sarawak is playing for high stakes, while the 

population bears the risks. 

 

To minimize these risks associated with large dams, the Oxford study advises countries at a lower level of economic 

development to implement energy alternatives that have a shorter implementation span and a smaller budget than large 

dams. The ASEAN Ministers meeting in Kuala Lumpur ought to take these findings seriously. The time is ripe for turning the 

focus away from mega-projects that involve great financial risks and moving towards small-scale energy sources that incur 

lower environmental and social costs. 

 

 

 

 



 

THE SMILE 
 

Found on Chapungu Safaris 

(Gache Gache) Facebook 

page: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a good two weeks 

 

Gill 

 


