
 

Dear All 

 

My header is the Luangwa River viewed from Zikomo Lodge in South Luangwa National Park.  The river is very low 

with just a trickle running through the riverbed.   

 

Road CleanUp 

 

Judi And I would like to thank the Simonga school teachers and pupils( +/- 40 pupils) Tongabezi staff and Zambezi 

Nkuku staff for helping us clean up litter along the Kazangula road from Zawa gate2, to Simonga Police station 

 

Thanks also needs to go to Sussi and Chuma, The Lion Encounter and their volunteers who I see regularly picking 

up trash in the Park. 

 

Thank you from Judi and Arthur 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
Zikomo Lodge 

 

My first stop in Luangwa was Zikomo Lodge.  It is 

further north of the main area and, because of that, 

was quieter in terms of vehicles.  My map still needs a 

lot of work, but you can see the main area clearly and 

Zikomo.  

 

It was the end of the season and some of the seasonal 

lodges were already getting ready to pack up for the 

rains.  When the rains come the Luangwa River fills 

and floods huge areas.  It is paradise for the wildlife 

but not so great for vehicles.  The black cotton soil 

becomes impassable.  Fortunately ZAWA has been 

working on many of the main roads and they are 

useable all year round.   

 



Zikomo Lodge is new.  It 

only opened this year.  It 

is within Lupande GMA 

with South Luangwa 

National Park just over 

the river.  It was really 

good for the soul just to 

sit and watch the wildlife 

as it came down to the 

river to drink.  The birds – 

geese, bee-eaters, storks 

and waders were 

constantly doing what 

birds do best; paddling 

through the shallow 

water looking for 

something to eat; the carmine 

bee-eaters sat on their perch diving down now and again for a drink or dive-

bombing some unfortunate insect, catching it and bringing it back to their 

perch.  They tapped it on the branch to kill it before gobbling it down.   

 

The lodge has a canopy of riverine trees, most notably the Sausage Trees 

which were in flower.  The birds were in and out fussing over pollen and the 

insects.   

 

As soon as I arrived at Zikomo I was entertained with a play by a group called 

SEKA – Sensitization and Education through Kunda Arts.  The play was one that they often perform to help 

educate children and adults around Luangwa on conservation.  The actors took on the roles of the animals in the 

park.  There was, of course, the bad guy in the 

form of a poacher.  It is extremely well done.   

 

The rest of my time at Zikomo was spent on 

drives in the park and GMA.  One evening we 

went for a long drive with Ephraim, the guide, 

intent on finding us some lions.  We did finally 

find them by spotlight, arriving back at the 

lodge at 9pm.  The staff then told us that a 

pride of 6 lions had walked through the camp! 

 



Zikomo has 3 chalets and 4 more on the cards for 

next year.  There is also a campsite.  The camp has 

some good reviews and I am sure will take its place 

on the Luangwa scene.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Is KAZA Working? 

 

KAZA, Kavango-Zambezi Conservation Area, covers an enormous area around Livingstone, into Zambia, 

Zimbabwe, Angola, Namibia and Botswana.  The plan is to include the villages inside the conservation area and 

allow the animals free passage from one National Park to another.  And the animals, notably, elephant are now 

moving into and around Sioma Ngwezi National Park.  They are moving outside the park and going in to the 

villages.  Although the planting season has not started properly the villagers are already complaining.  In a report 

in the Post: Manyandelo (UPND Chairperson) accused ZAWA of having failed to do their work, alleging that the 

elephants had been terrorising the area for over two months, but no proper measures had been put in place by the 

officers. 

 

The story tells us that about 50 elephants are walking around the area and that the people are afraid.   

 

The aim of the KAZA Conservation Area is not to put fear into the hearts of the people and have their crops 

destroyed, but to allow the wildlife to move.  With wildlife comes jobs, but the jobs are not there yet, so what 

happens now?   

 

For me, I would probably say that it is fantastic to have the elephants returning to their old stomping grounds, but 

I am not a subsistence farmer who needs to grow his crops.  Politicians and Chiefs are also praising Peace Parks 

Foundation for their innovative scheme of KAZA.  But they too are not subsistence farmers either.   

 

Throughout all my travels in Zambia I have found that communities around our parks and GMAs are poor; they 

gain little from the wildlife which often destroys their crops or kills their domestic animals.  We are trying to put 

up conservancies in the communities but they are not reaping the benefits yet.  For the short term, at least, if our 

wildlife tourism is to grow, the villagers need to have an income and if it is not through their farms, then it has to 

be through some form of compensation.   

 

 

 

 



ZIMBABWE 
A Quick Trip to Hwange 

 

I came back on Sunday after a quick dash into Hwange National Park with some friends.  We left on Thursday and 

went to Sinamatella – 2-3 hours’ drive.  At Sinamatella we enjoyed the wonderful view over the valley in front.  

The following day we drove through the park and stayed at Main Camp.  The next day was a touring day down to 

Ngweshla and back again.  For a bit of luxury we stayed at Hwange Safari Lodge on Saturday night.  It was a great 

trip because it was easy and affordable.  It made me think about Zambia’s parks and the government’s desire to 

promote domestic tourism.   

 

The Zambia government wants private companies to reduce their prices to make domestic tourism more 

affordable.  But Zimbabwe has it already.  They have their camps within the parks which are run by ZimParks.  The 

camps do not need licences or levies; they don’t pay tax.  Best of all, the money goes straight into government 

coffers.  We paid US$100 for a 4-bed lodge.  The lodge had kitchen, barbecue site outside the back door; it had 

bath, shower and toilet.  All bedding and towels were supplied.  A lady cleaner arrived to do the washing up and 

keep the place clean.  Zimbabwe can afford to give good prices because the camps belong to the government.  In 

Zambia, though, all our government camps have been taken over by ZAWA and used by ZAWA staff.  The only 

facilities we have in the parks now are private.  Because of all the taxes, levies, licences, etc, it is impossible for 

them to reduce their prices.   

 

I think we need to build our own government facilities within the parks – only then can we reduce prices to 

promote domestic tourism.  I don’t think that we should copy exactly the facilities provided in Zimbabwe (they 

are a bit dated now), but with a bit of thought, we could provide accommodation which will attract Zambians to 

visit their own parks and to enjoy their natural heritage.   

 

Before I ramble on too much, here are some pics from Hwange: 

 

 

We saw heaps of buffalo – a huge herd at Ngweshla 

and later on one at Hwange Safari Lodge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

We found a lion doing what lions do best … sleeping … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The view from Sinamatella 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hwange has three camps – Robins, Sinamatella 

and Main Camp.  Around the park there are 

also very small intimate ‘picnic sites’ where 

campers can put up their tents – the facilities 

are fairly basic but the experience is much more 

‘back to nature’.  These picnic sites are very 

popular in the main tourist season and need to 

be booked weeks or months in advance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Main Camp has a variety of chalets and 

cottages as well as a huge campsite.  There is a 

bar and restaurant; a shop too.  Even though 

November is not a popular time for tourists 

the camp was busy.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two Rhinos Poached in Matopos 

By Alex Bell, SW Radio Africa 

 

The poaching crisis in Zimbabwe continues to intensify, with the shooting and dehorning of two white rhinos in 

the protected Matopos National Park.  The carcasses were discovered on Thursday, according to the Zimbabwe 

Conservation Task Force.  The Zimbabwe Parks Authority (ZimParks) has not yet confirmed the shooting.  But 

according to the Task Force chairman, Johnny Rodrigues, the animals were found on Thursday morning, both with 

their horns removed. … 

 

 



Cyanide Handed in 

By Alex Bell, SW Radio Africa 

 

Villagers near the Hwange National Park, the site of the mass poisoning of elephants in recent weeks, have 

reportedly handed over unspecified amounts of the deadly cyanide chemical used by poachers in the park.   

According to a report in the Chronicle newspaper, the villagers in Tsholotsho dumped the cyanide on the side of 

the road, almost a week after the end of a government set deadline to surrender the poison. 

 

Chief Siphoso from Pumula area in Tsholotsho was quoted by the Chronicle as saying that the cyanide was handed 

over to police. However Chief Siphoso said the people who gave up the chemical could not be identified as they 

dumped the substance near Pelandaba Primary School, under the cover of darkness. 

“I cannot tell who these people are because bafika bajikela endleleni eduze lesikolo (they just dumped it on a 

path near the school). All the cyanide we got was dumped by unknown individuals. Last time we also picked up 

some near Phelela Primary. In all these cases we have informed the police,” said Chief Siphoso. … 

 

 

BOTSWANA 
 

The Dark Side of the Kalahari 

From the UK Guardian 

 

Wildlife photographer captures Kalahari's dark side 

- in pictures 

Wildlife photographer Hannes Lochner spent 750 

days in the harsh surroundings of the Kalahari 

desert to chronicle the lives of wildlife at night. He 

covered around 100,000km during his time at 

Kgalagadi national park in South Africa, capturing 

stunning images of leopards, lions, cheetahs, 

spotted hyenas, brown hyenas and jackals. His 

images, collected in his new book, The Dark Side of 

the Kalahari, reveal the awe-inspiring beauty and 

breathtaking diversity of life in the region 

 

 

 

NAMIBIA 
 

Man Arrested Over Possession of Endangered African Tortoises 

 

The police at Katima Mulilo in the Zambezi Region have identified the suspect as Francis Sinvula, well known as 

'Mass'. According to the Regional Crime Investigations Coordinator of Nampol in the region, Albius Liyomba, 

Sinvula was arrested at Ikumwe, a village in the Kabbe constituency, from where he hails with the endangered 

tortoises in his vehicle. "When they went to harvest the tortoises, he was with a guy driving him, because he does 

not have a valid driver's licence. All the 11 African tortoises were found alive in the car. 

 

These tortoises are edible so he was going to eat them," Liyomba observed. Liyomba further said since the region 

received some showers recently, the tortoises must have emerged from the river in search of places to lay their 

eggs, adding that at the moment they are many in the valleys. Sinvula appeared in the Katima Mulilo Magistrate's 

Court on Monday and was granted bail of N$1000. The police said all the tortoises were confiscated and will be 

returned to the wilderness. 

 

 

 

 

 



OTHER STUFF 
Western Black Rhinoceros Is Officially Extinct 

From National Wildlife Humane Society   

Source: HNGN BY:Julia Lynn Rubin  

 

The last time it was seen, it was back in 2006, and now according to the latest review of plants and animals by 

International Union for Conservation of Nature, Africa's western black rhinoceros is officially extinct. The 

subspecies of black rhino was declared extinct in 2011, and recent surveys have failed to locate any individuals. It 

was critically endangered and on the Red List of Threatened Species, which monitors more than 60,000 animals 

(25 percent of mammals on the list are at risk) and according to the IUCN, the animals could have been saved if 

proper conservation efforts had been implemented.  

 

In addition to the western black, Africa's northern white rhino is "teetering on the brink of extinction," while 

Asia's Javan rhino is "making its last stand," according to the latest IUCN report. Poaching for the ivory in rhino 

tusks has caused populations of these magnificent animals to decline.  

 

"[Conservation] measures must be strengthened now, specifically managing habitats in order to improve 

performance, preventing other rhinos from fading into extinction," said Simon Stuart, chair of the IUCN species 

survival commission... 

 

 

Falling demand for ivory in Cambodia and Singapore? 

TRAFFIC 

November 7, 2013 

 

Cambridge, UK, 7 November 2013 —Despite unprecedented levels of illegal ivory trade globally, there are positive 

signs that ivory markets in Cambodia and Singapore may be showing signs of decline. Two separate surveys 

published in the latest issue of the TRAFFIC Bulletin suggest that there has been a significant reduction in ivory 

items for sale in markets in Cambodia and Singapore over the past decade. Where large amounts of ivory were on 

sale in retail outlets in Phnom Penh during surveys carried out in 1994 and 2000, most of the approximately 900 

ivory items observed for sale in March 2013 were estimated to comprise less than 30 kg of ivory. Similarly, a 

TRAFFIC survey undertaken in Singapore in 2012 found a reduction in ivory products for sale and the number of 

outlets selling ivory, compared with a similar study a decade earlier. However, Singapore remains an important 

transit route for high volume consignments of illicit ivory between Africa and Asia, and within Asia. … 

 

 

US, China team up for wildlife 

By DENG XIANLAI, China Daily 

 

The US and China, the world's two largest markets for wildlife products, are joining efforts to combat wildlife 

trafficking — one of the most lucrative forms of transnational organized crime — which generates an estimated 

$7 billion to 10 billion annually. 

 

While the US portrays itself as a leader in stopping the killing of endangered species worldwide, it also recognizes 

that this is a global issue that calls for international partnerships, according to US officials. 

 

"I think we have good discussions going on with China and we are looking forward to continuing them," Kerri-Ann 

Jones, assistant secretary of state for oceans and international environmental and scientific affairs, said during a 

news briefing in Washington on Tuesday. "We are also looking forward to really thinking about the steps we can 

take that will make a difference." … 

 

 

Chinese are growing more protective of African wildlife 

Li Lianxing, China Daily  

 

China Daily publishes the e-mail addresses of its reporters along with their articles, which means I receive plenty 

of feedback, criticism and suggestions on the various issues I write about.  In most cases, I receive just a few 



comments, but one cover story I wrote last year on African conservation and China has prompted a continuous 

supply of e-mails, demonstrating the interest readers have in this topic. 

 

Many of them are from outside China, saying that I should tell the Chinese people what is happening in Africa and 

raise their awareness, so as to prevent poaching here.  But if one can read Chinese and examine Chinese social 

media, one will see that public awareness and education on wildlife conservation has greatly improved, largely 

thanks to online social media. 

 

Last week, the Tanzanian government detained three Chinese suspects for illegally possessing a huge haul of 706 

elephant tusks in their residence in Dar es Salaam. Tourism Minister Khamis Kagasheki said, "It means 353 

elephants were killed to get all those tusks." 

 

That was the front page and headline news for all major media in Tanzania, and African people again became 

angry about the poaching and smuggling. But this time, Chinese people are getting even angrier, especially with 

their compatriots living and working in Africa. 

 

"I really have no idea what they are thinking about, and the image of the Chinese community is being ruined by 

such people," wrote one Tanzania-based Chinese businessman on Sina Weibo, China’s version of Twitter. 

 

Since the microblog became popular in China in 2009, it has turned into a significant platform for public 

discussion on many social issues, as well as a means of disseminating information. By the end of 2012, more than 

500 million users had registered with Sina Weibo. 

 

As soon as the news of the ivory haul had been released in Tanzania, it was translated into Chinese and posted on 

the Internet. The story was read by more than 10,000 users in just one day, … 

 

 

UK gives support to Kenya in fight against wildlife poaching 

Gov.uk 

 

British Secretary of State for the Environment, Owen Paterson, is visiting Kenya this week where he will announce 

that the British Army will join forces with Kenyan anti-poaching groups later this month in an effort to crack down 

on illegal wildlife crime. 

 

To help in the fight against poaching, British Army paratroopers will provide patrolling and field training to 

members of the Kenyan Wildlife Service (KWS), Kenyan Forestry Service (KFS), and Mount Kenya Trust (MKT) over 

the next few weeks. … 

 

THE SMILE 
 

An English man, a Scottish man and an Irish man all entered a 26 mile long swimming race. After 12 miles the 

Scottish man gets tired and drops out. Then after 16 miles the English man gets tired and drops out. After 25 

miles the Irish man decides he can`t finish the race, so he turns around and swims back to the start. 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 

 


