
Events on the Way 

2-4 October:  Fishing Competition.  

Kariba Town 

26 October: Zambezi Kayak Festival.  

Livingstone 

26-31 October: World Adventure 

Travel Summit.  Windhoek 

9 November: Fireworks at Acacia 

School 

7 December: Car Boot Sale.  Protea 

Hotel 

 

Dear All 

 

My header is of some puku on the Kafue River opposite Mukambi Safari Lodge.   

 

 

Another Helicopter Ride 

 

United Air Charters (UAC) has a new helicopter.  It is big 

and takes about 10 passengers and two pilots.  And 

there are no doors, so passengers are open to the 

elements and the noise.  It is quite a different 

experience from the smaller helicopters.   

 

Being one of those people who does not like heights, I 

found it a bit scary and felt the need to hold onto 

something.  I don’t think I was the only one as another 

passenger was clinging on to side of the cabin.   

 

UAC has their helipad at Baobab Ridge.  It is a lovely 

spot overlooking the river and the National Park.  I 

arrived for my flight and signed the indemnity and 

joined the rest of the group for the safety talk.  And then we all walked 

to the helicopter and found our places and strapped ourselves in.   

 

We did a couple of spins over the Victoria Falls.  As the helicopter 

banked to turn, I found myself saying: oh my goodness me, or words to 

that effect.  I am a real 

wimp. 

 

 I admired the water over 

the Zimbabwe side and 

then looked at Zambia’s 

grim spectacle at this 

time of year.  There was 

only one stream of water 

coming over and soon, we 

know that this will be 

gone until the rains send 



us some more water.   

 

I noticed clearly the water intake for ZESCO taking our water to generate power.  And I know we need power, but 

isn’t there a compromise?  Could we have our cake and eat it too?   

 

Our trickle 

 

Where the water goes 

 

 

 

 

The gorges 

 

 

I know my photos are rather hazy, but it is that time 

of year.  Bushfires and extreme heat … 

 

There is also a campsite at Baobab Ridge which I 

need to investigate when I have time … 

 

Thanks UAC for the ride.  Lotsafun. 

 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
Mukambi Safari Lodge 

 

Josh and I had arrived at Mukambi Safari Lodge on our 

trip through Kafue National Park.  That day we had 

driven a horrid road from Itezhi-Tezhi and attempted 

the Kasempa Road … but failed.  I was fairly exhausted 

after that, so we decided to stay at Mukambi and relax 

for a day and enjoy the lodge and re-plan our trip.  That 

is one of the pleasures of being self-drive – plans can 

change.   

 

Mukambi Lodge has chalets and luxury safari tents.  

They all overlook the Kafue River with the National Park 

on the opposite bank.  They no longer have camping, so 

anyone looking for a campsite should head a little bit 

north to Muyukuyuku.  Mukambi is not in the National 

Park, but in Mumbwa Game Management Area (GMA).  



The GMA has its own wildlife so walking around at night alone is not allowed.  All the guests are either escorted to 

their chalets or advised to drive.   

 

There are always lots of noises at Mukambi from over 

the river – elephants during the day, hyena and lion at 

night.  Basil, the hippo, is a common visitor to the bar 

and has his own special spot to sleep on.  For the 

safety of the guests, the furniture is moved to cordon 

him off from the main area.  He is so used to having 

his photograph taken that he squeezes his eyes tight 

and puts up with the flashes.  Although he has never 

hurt anyone, he is a big hippo, and he is wild, not 

domestic.   

 

After a morning downloading emails and re-planning 

our trip we went on a river cruise for a couple of 

hours in the afternoon.  There is always lots to see 

along opposite bank.  We saw elephant, puku, crocs, 

hippos, kudu, tree monitors and plenty of waterbirds.  

The sunset, of course, was memorable.   

 

Mukambi is the first lodge in Zambia to have an 

electric vehicle for driving around the park and GMA.  Jacques took us for a drive and it was a very odd 

experience.  It didn’t make any noise.  Instead of the usual throbbing engine there was a bank of batteries which, 



of course, were silent.  Jacques told us that even 

the wildlife is confused when the vehicle came 

into view – they are so used to hearing a vehicle 

approach and stop to watch, but because there 

was no noise from an engine, they were unsure 

of it.  The vehicle can do 80 km before needing to 

be recharged; the recharging done from the 

lodge’s generator.  I feel sure that a drive in the 

bush in this vehicle is going to offer quite a 

different experience … and one for the better 

too. 

 

 

 

Climate Investment Fund 

 

Zambia has been allocated US$38 million for a Pilot Programme for Climate Resilience.  The money is to be used 

to help farmers in the Kafue River basin.   

 

The farmers will be assisted in small-scale irrigation schemes, small dams, restocking of ponds, improved wells 

and boreholes, flood control and forest plantations.  It is expected that farmers will be trained on conservation 

agriculture, management of the soil and be provided with seeds for crops which are drought resistant.   

 

The other good news is that some of the money will be used to repair roads.  According to the report the Kalomo 

- Dundumwense Road and the Itezhi-Tezhi – Namwala Road will be upgraded so that they can withstand flooding 

(let’s hope that they are upgraded to withstand trucks too …)   

 

 

Chambishi Mine pollutes rivers 

From the Zambia Weekly 

 

An Environmental Social Impact Assessment has revealed that Chambishi Mines is polluting the Namumba, 

Kamatete and Musakashi Rivers beyond thresholds set by the World Health Organisation and the Zambia 

Environmental Management Agency. As a result crops are being damaged, river fauna is being poisoned and 

people are increasingly reporting diarrheal and dysentery cases, reported the Times of Zambia. 

Apparently the mine has continued to overburden its tailings dam resulting in excessive offloading of effluent into 

the Musakashi River. Deputy Minister of Lands, Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Mutaba Mwali 

said there was sufficient political will to address the problem – but did not specify how. Chambishi is owned by 

Nonferrous Corporation Africa Mining Plc, which is owned by China Nonferrous Mining Corporation Ltd (85%) and 

ZCCM-IH (15%). 

 

ZIMBABWE 
 

ZIMBABWE CONSERVATION TASK FORCE           

 27th September 2013  

 UPDATE ON ELEPHANT CYANIDE POISONING 

   

Further to our last report, the number of elephants poisoned by cyanide in Hwange National Park continues to 

rise daily. Around 100 carcasses have now been found. 3 of the 8 poachers have been sentenced. 

  

Robert Maphosa (42) has been sentenced to 15 years in prison with labour. 

Thabani Zondo (24) was also sentenced to 15 years and was also asked to pay USD600 000 to National Parks by 

December this year. 



Deanie Tsuma (25) was sentenced to 15 years and 

asked to pay USD200 000 to National Parks by 

December this year. 

  

National Parks and Wildlife Authority believe these 

sentences will be a deterent to would be poachers. 

  

The most frightening part of this is that although all 

the water holes have not yet been tested for 

cyanide, we do know that at least 2 are 

contaminated. This means that any animal that 

drinks from these water holes will die and any 

carnivors that feed on the carcasses will also die. We are expecting the 

death toll to keep rising and we will keep everyone informed as we 

receive the information. 

 

Photos from New Zimbabwe  

 

RABIES IN BUHERA 

  

We have received a report that a rabid hyena in Buhera has bitten 5 

people who are now being treated for rabies. The game fences have all 

been removed and the plains game are escaping. Thus, the carnivores 

are having trouble finding food and appear to now be attacking 

humans. Apparently, the local people have now laid poison down to try and kill the rabid animals. This is a big 

concern because children and domestic animals are also at risk of being poisoned. 

 

 

HWANGE   NATIONAL  PARK 

WATER  REPORT  FROM GAME COUNT – September 2013 

 

We should like to do a separate water report from the game count for those of you who are interested and 

involved in the water project in Hwange National Park.  

 

It would appear from 

the fly over before the 

count and what we 

managed to observe, 

that the northern end 

of the park seems to 

be holding its own and 

water is good up that 

end of the park, thanks 

to some good, late 

rains.  Unfortunately, 

we had had 

notification from 

Sinamatella before the 

count that there was 

no water in camp and 

we met up with 

Stephen Long, Mafa 

and the water team 

who had been working tirelessly for days trying to get the situation rectified before all the counters moved in.   

The ZINWA workers had to be collected and returned to Hwange town each day, adding an extra burden on time 

as well as the cost of fuel.  Water was restored to camp although it took a while before all the lodges could 

benefit.  



  

On our trip we visited as many pans as we could and were please to note that some of the natural pans that had 

been scooped were still holding a small amount of water.  You will see from our game count information that 

Mandavu and Masuma were looking good as was Baobab.  We called in to Camp Hwange which still has an 

incredibly large swampy area before getting to the lodge, obviously a favoured place for Spurwinged geese as well 

as Grey Crowned Cranes.  The pan in front of their lounge area was looking good too and they have been assisting 

with pumping at Shumba as well as getting the windmill there up and running again with assistance from Stephen 

Long.  Shumba pan was looking its best for some time so grateful thanks to Dave Carsens and his team. I was also 

told that they are helping Robins with diesel for Deteema dam. Danga held very little water as did Shapi and there 

was no water at White Hills.  Mabuya Mabena had a little water although the windmill there is not working.  

Garakamwe is definitely the vulture spa as we always come across vultures gathered there and this time was no 

exception with plenty of white backed vultures bathing, wings outstretched to dry.  Kaoshe had very good water, 

Tshabema nothing and Tshebe Tshebe just a little.  Balla Balla is still holding a little water after having been 

scooped earlier in the year. 

 

As some of you might know, we have had a borehole rig in the park for a few weeks now.  Work was done at 

Manga One which was cleaned out to around 80 metres and pumping was in progress.  However, large numbers 

of elephant were milling about with plenty more in the tree lines so it is a battle keeping up. Manga Two was 

looked at but unfortunately, too much had become jammed down the hole to be able to assist Parks with this 

site.  Manga Three is pumping well thanks to Somalisa, African Bush Camps.  The rig had moved on to Ngweshla 

where, once again, the same as at Manga Two, it was found that the six inch casing reduced to five inch casing at 

a depth of approximately 52 metres and items had become jammed over the years.  As Ngweshla is such a crucial 

hole, it was decided to leave things as they are for now but a new borehole will need to be considered at some 

stage.   There is still quite a lot of water in the main pan at Ngweshla and pumping continues sporadically into the 

pan nearer the picnic site.  The rig then moved on to Masuma.  At least three pumps had been burnt out due to 

the hole pumping sand.  Through investigation, it was discovered that there was a hole in the casing and sand was 

coming in with the main source of water.  This hole has been cleared to the bottom and a plan has been devised 

to stop sand coming in with the water so all is well there for now. 

 

There had been problems with the engine at Sinanga so that held very little water, Kennedy One and Kennedy 

Two had some water and the Makwa engine has been struggling to keep up so the water there was the lowest it 

has been for some time.   On visiting Guvelala, the engine was not in operation so this was reported to Owen 

Mangwana.     So, as you can see, water down the southern end continues to be a major headache and along with 

all the usual breakdowns and borehole problems, Parks are continually running out of diesel.  The water warden 

does not have a reliable vehicle and is very often without any form of transport, relying on Gary more and more 

to deploy the water teams, pull up pipes, fix pumps, deliver fuel, you name it. 

 

John and Jenny Brebner 

 

HWANGE  NATIONAL  PARK 

ANNUAL GAME COUNT 2013 – 18 and 19 September 

 

On our way to Masuma, we stopped off for lunch at Mandavu and were delighted to see that the dam still had 

plenty of water.  A large herd of buffalo were on the opposite bank, just moving off after having drunk, while 

another much larger herd were crossing the road to the left and coming down to drink.  All of a sudden, 

something spooked the herd and about half the animals thundered off a short distance.  We initially thought that 

they had been scared by approaching vehicles but it was, in fact, a lone lioness that had been trailing the herd.  

While setting up camp at Masuma, in the hot afternoon, there was a never ending stream of animals coming 

down to drink and we automatically assumed that the following day’s count would be a busy one for us.  Just 

before turning in, the resident lion pride were tuning up and we could eventually make out a large, dark maned 

lion sauntering across the vlei to the right of the hide, obviously off to join the others calling from behind the 

camp.   

 



 A bright pink sun was struggling up through the haze the following morning when, almost unnoticed, two lion 

were seen walking calmly down the dry stream 

on our left – a young male with a light ruffling 

beginning around his neck and a collared female.  

Some of the team drove out to watch them 

moving off but they were soon lost in the 

scrubby bush. So, with pens poised, the count 

kicked off but with hardly any animals anywhere 

near the pan, unlike the previous afternoon.  

There was some confusion over the number of 

hippopotami in the pan but the final consensus 

was that there were nineteen along with three 

rather large crocs.  Most of the first visitors came 

gingerly and skittishly down to the spring in the 

river over to the right of the dam to drink and 

their behaviour made us wonder if the lion were 

close at hand.   

 

At about half past two, one of our team calmly 

announced that he was looking at a collared 

lioness, lying in the shade of a bush some 

distance from camp which sent some of the team 

off to investigate further as she was lying close to 

the road.  They were rewarded with a languid 

yawn and a tawny glare before she plopped back 

down again, resuming her afternoon nap.  

Unfortunately, a little later, much vehicular 

traffic disturbed her and she could be seen 

moving into thicker bush.   

 

As the hot afternoon continued, a slender 

mongoose, with an incredible ginger coat, kept 

popping out of its hole just below the platform 

providing some entertainment and a couple of 

raucous mopane squirrels kept venturing into the 

platform along with several equally vocal red 

winged starlings to see what they could find to 

eat.  Two small herds of daggaboys came 

cautiously in to drink but they certainly didn’t linger.  As the afternoon started cooling off, three dwarf 

mongooses fled their hot home in an anthill close the platform and could be seen lying flat out on their tummies, 

legs splayed as they obviously tried to cool down.  Just before six our first elephant was spotted at quite a 

distance, kicking up dust and flapping his ears – in the direction of where we had seen the lioness earlier in the 

afternoon.  Off went several team members to investigate.  They were just returning to camp when four giraffe, 

which had taken most of the afternoon to approach the spring in the river for a drink, suddenly took off up the 

bank and were off, frightened by three half grow lion cubs playing on a high point.  These cubs were followed by 

six lioness, eleven other cubs of varying ages and a large, collared, dark maned male, all of whom drank at the 

spring while another large, collared, dark maned lion sat atop a mound surveying his kingdom.   By this time, it 

was pretty much late dusk and the cats were quite distant so photography was not good.  We could just make out 

some of the felines settling down near an anthill and we waited in anticipation for some action!   

 

Up until midnight, we had a continuous stream of elephant coming in.   At about ten the lion pride started roaring 

and a couple of black backed jackals lustily joined in.  We watched with bated breath as a lone elephant plodded 

towards the lions’ position but the charge fizzled out as the elephant just trumpeted, flapped his trunk and ears as 

we watched the ghostly figures of the lion changing position slightly.  Later on, three hippos that had ventured 

out for food also approached the lion and suddenly all three charged towards the pride, once again, sending the 

ghostly figures scattering and moving into thicker bush where we lost sight of them altogether.  Four spotted 

hyaena skittishly approached the pan shortly after midnight and positioned themselves in a semi circle around 

one of the baby hippos which had followed two of the adults out of the pan.  Suddenly the round, little comical 



figure seemed to drawn itself up to its fullest height and torpedoed towards the hyaena at speed, scattering the 

unsuspecting animals, sending them packing.   

 

There were several “islands” in the pan left over from when the pan had been dredged and it was interesting to 

note that on the night before the count and the night after the count, the three baby hippo in the pod were seen 

lying like blobs of molten chocolate on one of the islands just below the platform, seemingly fast asleep.  But on 

the night of the actual count, all three babies followed the adults out to feed.  Did this have anything to do with 

the lion being in close proximity, we wondered?  All was quiet from about one o’clock onwards apart from a few 

elephant, a lone waterbuck ram and a couple of scrub hare with the last elephant moving off the pan at about 

half past five.   

 

From then on, there was a continuous stream of mainly kudu and impala, several warthog, Chacma baboon, some 

zebra, a plodding herd of daggaboys numbering twenty five and the resident waterbuck that were seen grazing 

the periphery of the pan area.   Helmeted guineafowl trilled down in single file by the hundred to drink while 

doves aplenty were drinking and a lone spoonbill spooned around in company with two sacred ibis.  Sandgrouse – 

both Namaqua and double banded – came down in astounding numbers, both late evening and early morning.  A 

Lanner falcon occasionally flew by, sending the flocks of doves scattering and several yellow billed kites also 

interrupted the drinking guineafowl .  We watched an immature Martial attempting some hunting, a male and 

female white headed vulture glided overhead occasionally and at least three different Bateleur eagle were seen.  

So birding was excellent and kept us occupied during dull moments.   Although the Park is dry, it wasn’t as lunar 

landscape-ish as it sometimes is at this time of the year and some of the trees were just glorious.  The eriolobas 

(Acacia erioloba) out in their full summer coats, were like green beacons amongst the drab grey and brown, the 

pod mahogany (Afzelia cuanzensis) up in the Sinamatella area were beautifully shaped and equally stunning.  In 

the Main Camp area the Kalahari apple-leaf 

(Lonchocarpus nelsii) were most noticeable out 

in full bloom adding a delightful, delicate pale 

lilacy/mauve to the mix and the wild gardenia 

bushes were topped with their lemon yellow 

and creamy blossoms.   

 

It was interesting to note that during the late 

afternoon after the count, several elephant 

were seen bathing in the pan.  None of the 

elephant had previously done this.  We also 

noted that several herds walked straight into 

the pan, seemingly cooling off their feet while 

drinking and overnight, there was plenty of 

sploshing and splashing which had not 

happened previously.  In the early hours of the 

Friday morning, lion roars around camp had to 

be heard to be believed!  Some of the team got 

up to try and see what was going on and one of 

the male lions was seen quite close to the 

platform, heading hurriedly in answer to 

roaring, once again, behind camp.  His roars 

quite literally vibrating the air, scaring the hell 

out of most of us campers!   Elephant and hippo 

added their voices to the cacophony of sound 

and there was much trumpeting, grunting, screeching, chortling and groaning around most of the night.   

 

We were lucky enough to have an extra few days, spending the weekend down at Main Camp.  Before leaving the 

area, we took a quick drive to see an enormous herd of buffalo grazing along part of the Lukosi River drive, 

numbering at least a thousand animals – and were very grateful that they hadn’t dropped by during the count!  

There were a couple of herds of elephant and several giraffe in the mix and two irascible warthogs were 

attempting to weave their way through a forest of legs, not at all concerned with the grunting and snorting from 

several of the large bovines.  On our way through to Main Camp, we popped into Camp Hwange which looks 

beautiful and were amazed to find an enormous natural pan just before getting to the lodge, still quite soggy, 

teaming with bird life and on the way out, saw four reed buck grazing along the far edge.  We took the White Hills 



road and at Garakamwe, we came across quite a crowd of white backed vultures bathing, wings hanging out to 

dry.  We often see vultures there so have come to the conclusion that it must be the vulture spa!   

 

The following day, we went on down to Ngweshla, stopping off there for a late brunch before going right through 

to the Mangas to check on the water situation down that end of the park.  Manga Three is holding good water, 

thanks to Somalisa of African Bush Camps and Manga One, just recently having been refurbished had only just 

started being pumped again so was battling to keep up with the huge numbers of elephant milling around.  

Having had a hot, dusty drive, we almost decided against an evening drive, but were very glad that we did go out.  

On our way to Balla Balla, we came across a lioness, sauntering down the road.  It looked like she had been 

feeding as there was blood around her neck and face.  She may also have been carrying a slight injury.  On our 

way back into Main Camp a while later, very close to the boom, we suddenly saw a collared male lion and 

following his progress, we found eight other animals – another collared lion, six lionesses and a half grown cub.  

What an amazing sighting, watching them just walk along the side of the road and then onto the road, padding 

unconcernedly towards a safari vehicle! 

 

Before leaving the following morning, we took a quick drive down to Guvelala as we wanted to check on the 

ablution renovations that are being done there.  The Parks staff are doing the refurbishing of the facilities there 

and its all looking good.  We just hope that it gets finished off properly.  Unfortunately, the engine was not 

working so there was very little water in the pan.   

 

Water supplies still remain an issue with the usual frustrations of limited or no fuel supplies and the water teams 

not having any transport, relying heavily on Gary in the Main Camp area particularly and Stephen Long at 

Sinamatella. Once again, we had a thoroughly enjoyable time, despite the heat and the whirlwinds billowing up 

great clouds of dust and as always, appreciated the privilege of being able to do the annual game count. 

 

BOTSWANA 
Drawing Water from the Chobe River 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Residents of Kasane have agreed to have water drawn from the Chobe River to meet water demands in other 

parts of Botswana. 

 

Speaking during a recent kgotla meeting with the Minister of Minerals, Energy and Water Resources, Mr Kitso 

Mokaila, the residents said sharing water from Chobe River with the rest of Botswana was a good idea provided 

this did not disturb the wildlife that depended on the river for survival. 

 

A Kasane resident, Mr Sangwana Sangwana, said the people of Chobe had not rejected the idea of extracting 

water from the river as the minister was made to believe but they wanted reassurance that this would not disturb 

the flow cycle and volume of the water. 

 

"The consultants sent here were in no position to answer that as they were clueless about everything we asked, 

hence we requested a one-on-one consultation with you," he said. Mr Sangwana warned against relying solely on 

consultants as they could give misleading information without thorough consultation and analysis. 

 

The chairperson of the Chobe District Council, Mr Mwanota Kachana, said he supported the idea of water sharing, 

saying that "if Botswana could share the water resource with other countries how difficult would it be to share it 

with their fellow Batswana?" 

 

Briefing the residents, Minister Mokaila explained that the report on the consultation that was carried out 

indicated that Kasane community refused to give the project a green light. Mr Mokaila explained that feasibility 

studies had been done to establish if water could be drawn from the river to feed the rest of Botswana without 

depleting it or negatively impacting on the environment. 

 

He said he was satisfied with the findings and with the blessings of the Chobe community, the project would start 

soon. He explained that the water would be drawn in line with its seasonal flow cycle and its volume in the river. 

 



"Allowing the country to draw water from the Chobe River would also go a long way in boosting and attracting 

foreign direct investments as investors need the assurance that there is sufficient water available in the country 

for investments in such areas as mining," he added. 

 

Residents however expressed concerns over shortage of water within water-rich Chobe District. Mr Setale 

Abraham complained about shortage of water in Mutjenje despite the village's proximity to the river. 

 

A Lesoma resident, Mr Lloyd Motakela, also complained about shortage of water at Lesoma. He demanded to 

know when the Kazungula-Lesoma water project would be complete. Answering residents' concerns, Mr Mokaila 

announced that the Lesoma-Kazungula water project would be complete by January 2014. 

 

 

 

A Chinese comedy of errors 

From the Ngami Times 

 

The builders of the new 

Thamalakane Bridge in Maun 

have done it again . . . this time 

their huge 40-tonne piledriver 

toppled over onto the old steel 

bridge, cracking it in one place. 

Fortunately there were no 

vehicles or pedestrians using the 

bridge at the time. The bridge has 

been closed to all traffic, and 

motorists are advised to use the 

Reilly's Bridge or go through 

Disaneng to the concrete bridge 

near the Shorobe circle. … 

 

 

 

 

Maun Educational Park 

 

There is a small ‘park’ in Maun.  It is very run down now and ‘full of snakes’ according to one Maun resident.  It 

lies on the Thamalakane River, hence the snake haven.  Recently the government has decided to come up with 

some proper plans for the future of its Educational Parks – Maun, Gaborone, Francistown and Ditlhopho Ranch.  

They went to Maun to discuss the plans for the Maun Park. 

 

In Botswana, nothing is done without extensive consultation with the people.  Local residents meet at the Kgotla 

and listen to plans, discuss ideas and comment. The Minister of Tourism, Tshekedi Khama, had given the 

community a deadline of six weeks to consider the plans for commercialisation of the park.  Many meetings had 

been held and finally there was a full meeting in Maun with the Minister and the Botswana Tourism Organisation 

(BTO). 

 

From the Ngami Times: 

On Thursday, after a brief introduction of the proposed project by the chief executive officer, Myra Sekgororoane 

and a detailed presentation by a consultant from GISPlan extolling the niceties entailed by the project, the 

Batawana response was short and to the point. 

 

The magosi had designated Kgosi Oleyo Ledimo to respond to the BTO.  Ledimo stated categorically that it should 

be on record that the tribe is not in any way against the development of the educational park. In fact, the tribe 

would whole-heartedly welcome such an initiative. He also made it clear that the community views the BTO as a 

partner in a development that can at any given time be approached by the community for assistance in its 

development efforts. 

 



Ledimo explained to Sekgororoane that the community neither accept nor reject the plan but “we should first clear 

the issue of the ownership of the land in question.” Once the ownership of the park has been cleared up then “we 

can move on into other issues regarding the proposed management plan of the park,” he said. 

 

It appears that the Maun Educational Park came in to being in 1969 after the establishment of Moremi Game 

Reserve in 1963.  Both the Moremi Game Reserve and the Maun Educational Park belonged to a Trust – the Fauna 

Conservation Society.  This society had been set up by the widow of Chief Moremi III in consultation with the 

community.   In 1979 the government took over Moremi Game Reserve.  But did they also take over Maun 

Educational Park?  There is also the added complication that the Fauna Conservation Society no longer exists.  The 

community state that it is only ‘temporarily suspended’. 

 

Whatever the outcome of these discussions, there are interesting times ahead. 

 

NAMIBIA 
 

New Environmental Taxes 

 

According to a report in Informanté, government is about to introduce new environmental taxes.  There will be 

carbon tax on vehicles, tax on non-energy-saving light bulbs and vehicle tyres.  It is estimated that the 

government will earn N$500 million per year.   

 

Throughout Southern Africa governments have introduced taxes to offset carbon emissions, etc.  I have, though, 

never seen an account of how this money is spent.  Surely this money should be spent on environmental 

protection and that we should be told how much was generated and where it was allocated.  Sometimes I wonder 

if it is just a way of getting money for governments so that they can buy more carbon-emitting vehicles.   

 

As far as energy saving bulbs are concerned, I find that these break as often as the old ones.  I have, in fact, gone 

back to the old ones because I know that when I throw the energy-saving ones into the rubbish, I am putting 

mercury into the environment.  Does anyone know of data on the use of these bulbs?   

 

Land Tax Unconstitutional 

 

In another report in Informanté, there is also a challenge to a Land Tax law which was introduced in 2004.  The tax 

was applied to commercial farmers.  The government plan was to use these funds to buy farms which could be 

redistributed to black farmers and thereby redress history which has seen most farms in the hands of white 

farmers.  During the intervening years some farms have been divided up and given to black farmers but, because 

of outdated farming methods, the new farms were too small and the fact that Namibia has a very arid climate, 

opinions state that the black farmers were set up to fail.   

 

Now, a group of white farmers have contested the law, stating that the imposition of the Land Tax was 

unconstitutional.  The courts will now take up the challenge and decide one way or the other.  If they do find that 

the Land Tax is unconstitutional government will be required to repay all the tax it has received.  Interesting times 

ahead … 

 

THE SMILE 
 

Three men die in a car accident.  When they get to heaven they are asked: When you are in your casket and 

friends and family are talking about you, what would you like them to say? 

The first man says: I would like to hear them say that I was a great doctor and a good family man.  

The second man says: I would like to hear that I was a wonderful husband and school teacher. 

The third man says: I would like to hear them say … Look, he’s moving … 

 

 Have a good week 

 

Gill 


