
 

Dear All 

 

My header is Amayenge performing at the Livingstone Golf Club.  It was a great idea to hold a cultural 

festival prior to the UNWTO so that Livingstonians could have some fun too.  Sadly the event was not 

advertised very well and I only heard about it late in the day.  Here are some photos I took on the last day: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The cultural groups are now performing around the town.  I found them at Fallsway Lodge, Protea Hotel 

and Maramba Cultural Centre.  I was also told that they had been seen at the Post Office in town.  Here are 

some photos I took at Maramba Cultural Centre: 

 

The groups will be performing throughout the UNWTO 

and everyone should go and have a look.  Our Zambian 

talent is quite extraordinary.   

 

I did not pay to go into Maramba Cultural Centre so I 

can only assume that all venues are free.   

 

I have looked at the programme for the delegates at 

the UNWTO and there is nothing there for us to enjoy – 

security is tight.  I think, though, that I find it sad that all these ‘fringe’ activities like the cultural dancing 

were not advertised so that Livingstonians and our normal visitors could plan to see them.  … next time???? 

 

I will put more photos on the facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BeyondTheVictoriaFalls 

 

Livingstone Airport 

 

The airport is open … after a fashion … most of the shops aren’t occupied because of lack of time but our 

international visitors are now coming via this hall.   

 

 

 

I know that I am an old fuddy-duddy but I find that all these shiny new floors we are putting everywhere 

are very dangerous.  I walk around them so carefully because I am frightened of falling over.  They are 

being used in the airport, One-Stop Shop; they are also found in Finance Bank.  I know that shiny is nice but 

it is not safe for us oldies.   



KAMULANGA VISUAL ART EXHIBITION 

Clare Mateke 

 

The National Arts Council has mounted a national art exhibition at Livingstone Museum for the benefit of 

UNWTO Conference delegates.  However, it is not exclusively for the delegates and is well worth a visit by 

Livingstonians, not to mention art lovers from further afield.  

   

“Kamulanga” means “look” or “see” which is what the viewer cannot help doing, as the exhibition boasts 

beautiful pieces of art by legendary artists from around the country, as well as those by young and 

upcoming artists.  Works have been gathered from at least five provinces of Zambia, including Southern, 

Lusaka and Copperbelt Provinces and even from as far as Luapula and Northern Provinces.   

Approximately 60 artists are involved - Lawrence Yombwe, Poto Kabwe, Victor Makashi, William Miko, 

Chansa Chishimba, David Chibwe, Adam Mwansa, Eddie Mumba, Agnes Buya Yombwe, Elisha Zulu, Vincent 

Maonde, Nsofwa Bowa, Stary Mwaba, Suse Kasokota and Vincentio Phiri, to mention just a few.  Art works 

include paintings, pencil and charcoal drawings, as well as stone, wood and concrete sculptures.  They 

depict scenes from everyday life, wildlife and natural landscapes, while a variety of fascinating abstract 

pieces also capture the viewer’s attention. 

     
While Livingstone Museum is the main venue, the exhibition is spread over a number of venues, including 

the Royal Livingstone, Protea and Courtyard Hotels.  It was officially opened on 22nd August by wife of the 

Vice President, Dr Charlotte Scott, and runs until 31st August. 

   
The Museum venue is open every day from 08:30 to 19:00 hours during this period.  A programme of 

traditional Zambian dancing will also keep museum visitors entertained during the coming week.  Dance 

groups have been selected from around the country and will be performing at various venues in 

Livingstone, including the new Maramba Cultural Village next to the Show Grounds. 

Take some time to come and see the wonderful works of art that the Zambian art world has to offer. 



Reader’s Comment on Billboards: 

 

I had a visit to Victoria Falls on Zim side being in the national park as to Zambian side. I will recommend 

Zimbabwean for keeping the rain forest natural and no pictures in the falls, including the bridge too many 

poster even on the bridge for Zam tel. which I feel it’s has gone out of hand. 

The ZNTB and UNWTO posters look bad as they are too many. 

 

 

Reader’s comment on new Immigration Procedures 

 

You mentioned an issue at the border with a new system of snapshots and as a result taking hours to 

process the people at the border. I have just had more complaints at the Airport them taking finger prints 

and guests being delayed for up to 90 min. … Zambia makes it really hard to sell Zambia as a tourist friendly 

country. There is always something new that makes it really difficult for us to sell. …  

 

 

 

At the Royal Livingstone 

 

Some visitors came calling at the Royal last week.  They 

mooched about on the bank for a while then went off to 

visit the islands … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
Will this extravagant African folly survive the power of the Zambezi? 

 Tony Weaver, Cape Times 

 

AFRICA is littered with the wreckage of bizarre follies: Mobutu Sese Seke’s “Versailles of the jungle” in his 

home village of Gbadolite with its two palaces (one built from Carrara marble), nuclear bunker and 

international airport capable of handling the Concorde springs immediately to mind. Today it lies in ruins. 

Another grand folly is being built as we speak, this time in Zambia. I wrote about the bizarre plans to build a 

causeway across the Zambezi Flood Plains in the remote Barotseland area of western Zambia on my return 

from the country in November last year. When we were there, crossing the flood plains between the 

regional capital of Mongu, and the tiny outpost of Kalabo, gateway to the Liuwa Plains National Park, 

Chinese road crews were frantically bulldozing and building before the rainy season hit. I later heard that 

three of the Chinese workers drowned when their truck was swept off the causeway by the rising 

floodwaters. 

 

The crazy thing about this road is that various contractors have been building this road for 11 years now. 

And every rainy season the same thing happens - the Zambezi floods (these are the Flood Plains, after all) 

and all the roadworks get swept away, and the whole process begins again. It’s the perfect example of 

Einstein’s definition of insanity - doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. 

But here’s the thing, they’re simply not giving up - and there seems to be a pathological need to make it 

sound as if everything is going incredibly well. Here’s the Times of Zambia of November 24 last year: 

“Work on the Mongu-Kalabo Road... has progressed with the contractor, AVIC International of China, 

covering a stretch of 18 out of 34 kilometres so far. AVIC International Zambia Limited site manager, Chen 

Yiju said in Mongu that the firm had done 18 kilometres of the road embankment, among other features. 



“Mr Chen was optimistic that the firm would complete the project on time as it had the necessary 

equipment, competent staff and experience. ‘We have the confidence to complete this project on time. We 

assure you a quality product,’ he said.” 

 

We crossed the flood plains just four weeks before that 

report was written, and the story makes it sound as though 

some real, high class engineering had taken place. It hadn’t. 

Granted, there were large, dyke-like embankments being 

thrown up, but the chances of them surviving the rains were 

slim. 

Here’s the rub: someone is making a huge packet of money 

out of this road. In a stretch of just 34km, the Chinese 

contractors are building no fewer than 59 bridges. And the 

budget for this folly? The equivalent of R2.5 billion.  

 

My math is shaky at the best of times, but my calculator 

doesn’t lie - that works out at around R73.5 million per 

kilometre. This has to be the most expensive road in the 

world. 

 

The road will eventually go through Kalabo, to Sikongo on 

the Angolan border, eventually linking all the way to the 

Angolan coast. That section of road, which is about 70km 

along, has a total budget of about R540million ($54 million), 

a relatively paltry R7.7 million per kilometre, about one 

tenth of the cost of the Flood Plains causeway. The mind 

boggles. 

 

So why this folly in the middle, literally, of nowhere. Another 

Times story, from May last year, starts to join all the dots together: “Finance and National Planning Minister 

Alexander Chikwanda said of the $54 million, $10 million would be financed by the Arab Bank for Economic 

Development in Africa (BADEA) while $14 million would come from the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic 

Development. “He said $10 million would be financed by the OPEC Fund for International Development 

(OFID) while $8 million would be met by the Zambian Government.” 

 

Oil. 

And dark hints of other minerals that the Chinese, in particular, are hungry to get their hands on, both in 

Zambia and across the border in Angola. 

There goes the neighbourhood. But I place my trust firmly in the hands of the Zambezi water gods - the 

BaTonga people believe that the river god, Nyaminyami, was separated from his wife when Kariba was 

built, and will one day shatter the wall and be reunited with her.  

It’s been 57 years and the wall still stands. I doubt the Mongu-Kalabo causeway will survive much more 

than a couple of rainy seasons - and another African folly will crumble into the mud. 

 

Rail Link to Caprivi (woops … Zambezi) in Namibia 

From the Times of Zambia 

 

ZAMBIA wants to link its railway line to that of Namibia to fully utilise the Walvis Bay-Ndola-Lubumbashi 

Development Corridor (WBNLC) and has asked that country to extend its line to Katima Mulilo border. 

And the authorities on the WBNLC will set up industrial clusters along the passage to transform it into the 

economic engine for the region. 

Officiating at a recent meeting, dubbed "the information session of the WBCG," organised by the WBCG in 

Lusaka, Commerce, Trade and Industry Permanent Secretary Stephen Mwansa said Zambia was committed 

to the connection of the two railway lines. 



"We would like to take this opportunity to urge our Namibian counterparts to urgently consider bringing 

the railway line up to Katima Mulilo in the shortest possible time for our countries and their people to 

benefit," he said. … 

 

Gill Comment:  We are hoping to gain income from this Walvis Bay-Lubumbashi Highway of trains, and yet 

the road from Kazungula to Sesheke is full of potholes.  Surely if we can’t maintain a road then it is highly 

unlikely that we can develop a railway route … 

 

 

Chief Mwanachingwala of Mazabuka District Calls for Help from ZAWA 

 

Chief Mwanachingwala says that the animals of the 

Kafue Flats are disappearing fast because of poaching 

and has asked ZAWA to step up anti-poaching in the 

area. 

The Kafue Flats includes Lochinvar National Park; over 

the river is Blue Lagoon National Park.  The whole area 

surrounded by GMAs. 

Chief Mwanachingwala: I will be the happiest if ZAWA 

arrested and took to court any of my subjects for 

poaching because I have tried to advise them on the 

evils of this illegal business but it seems my advice is 

falling on deaf ears. 

We have to take into consideration the importance 

that tourism plays in the country's economy. These animals if well safeguarded could help bring about 

development like it is in other countries like Kenya and Tanzania where tourism is key to development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ZIMBABWE 
ZIMBABWE CONSERVATION TASK FORCE           

 22nd August 2013  

  

PARKS RELOCATES WILDLIFE TO VIC FALLS 

  

The government has started relocating hundreds of wild animals from Save Valley 

Conservancy in Masvingo to beef up the animal populations in Zambezi National Park in Victoria Falls ahead 

of the United Nations World Tourism Organisation General Assembly scheduled for this weekend. National 

Parks has been mandated to relocate 151 wildebeests, 25 eland, 60 zebras, 100 impalas and 10 giraffes.  

  

National Parks apparently haven't had enough funds to pay their employees' wages for the past 3 or 4 

months so we wonder how they can afford to move these animals. We also find it strange that Parks are 

always claiming that Zimbabwe has an abundance of animals so if this is true, why is it necessary to move 

all these animals to Victoria Falls where the delegates of the UNWTO will be able to see them?  

  

PAYMENT FOR HUNTING OF ANIMALS AND FISH 

  

According to National Parks Statutory Instrument 56 of 2012, a schedule of prices for hunting animals and 

fish has been issued. This schedule lists practically every animal in Zimbabwe, even bush baby and rhino. 

We wonder who would want to hunt a bush baby and how would they do it? Does one shoot a bush baby? 

We have a copy of the schedule if anyone would like to see it.  

  

ZIMBABWEAN ELEPHANT POPULATION??? 

  

Earlier on in the year, an article appeared in a Zimbabwean newspaper stating that the elephant population 

was around 45 000. Now, just a few days ago, another article appeared in the Zimbabwean Financial 

Gazette claiming that Zimbabwe has around 100 000 elephants. This is all part of their appeal to be allowed 

to sell ivory. We find it quite incredible that the population can have escalated from 45 000 to 100 000 in a 

few months!  

   

Johnny Rodrigues 

 

 

A Silver Lining 

 

We recently received a report that painted dogs had killed a goat in a nearby 

village. This was not the first time we had received such a report, but the 

immediate investigation by Jealous did confirm that, sadly, this was the first 

recorded case, in more than 20 years, of painted dogs actually killing livestock in 

our core operating area. The previous reports had all been false alarms. I was 

obviously quite concerned and quizzed Jealous on the reaction of the villager to the loss of his goat, and 

sought his advice on offering to pay the villager compensation. After meeting again with the owner of the 

goat, Jealous was pleased to report back that the villager was not at all concerned. Rather, he had spoken 

highly of Painted Dog Conservation, of 

how much PDC does for his village and the community at large. He knew that the dogs were the reason PDC 

was committed to his community, so the dogs were welcome in his eyes and one goat was nothing! 

 

A small step but a perfect example of why we do what we do. The village is a beneficiary of our HIV / Aids 

programme. Sure, the cost of replacing one goat is negligible compared to our annual budgets but the 

attitude towards the dogs, that acceptance and tolerance of their presence is priceless. 

This is also why our Education Outreach Programme engages children and parents in activities in their 

immediate surroundings. Our belief is that people will care about the dogs, the wildlife and wilderness 



areas if they act as stewards of their own school grounds or village environments. Time will tell if we are on 

the right path. But stories such as the one above and recent celebrations by local communities to 

commemorate World Environment Day and World Day, which were well-attended by enthusiastic children 

and adults alike, are, indeed, a promising sign. 

 

As a follow up to the incident of the goat, I had a meeting with Forggie and Wilton to discuss what our next 

step should be and we unanimously agreed to invite the village school to become part of our Bush Camp 

programme in 2014. Stay tuned next month for the details of our formal invitation to them. 

 

Counting Pups: 

It’s bitterly cold at 4:00 AM in Hwange during the month of July. It’s also dark, the sun only rising at 6:00 

AM. I climbed into my Land Rover with a familiar cup of coffee in my gloved hand and drove the short 

distance to pick up Jealous, who was wrapped up in an array of jackets, gloves, hats and scarves. He 

warmed himself with a cup of tea in his hands. We exchanged the usual pleasantries and wise cracks as we 

drove deep into Hwange National Park (HNP). 

 

Following the trauma and eventual tragedy surrounding Ester (see June 2013 update) we were desperate 

for something positive, some good news concerning the dogs. Jealous was as buoyant and optimistic as 

ever and instructed me to drive towards Guvalala, a waterhole 50km inside HNP. He had been seeing the 

Nyamandhlovu pack in that area. The last time he saw them, the alpha female “Socks” was heavily 

pregnant. He was confident that they would den in 

the locality. 

All we had to do was find it! Tough enough with a 

collared pack, extremely tough with no collar to help 

us. 

The dogs helped us though. My headlights 

illuminated the ghostly shadows of four male dogs as 

they slipped past us.  We followed them along the 

road for three kilometres, enjoying the opportunity 

to observe them, careful not to disturb their hunt. 

They moved past a herd of buffalo and a small herd 

of Zebra into the thick forests where we could not 

follow. 

 

We sat drinking our respective cups of tea and 

coffee, waiting. Then the commotion of an 

interaction between a hyena and a dog reached our 

ears. We heard the familiar high pitched, almost 

bird-like twittering of the dogs and the deeper 

rolling cry of the hyena interspersed with the 

familiar hyena whoop. The dogs emerged from the 

scrub in front of us. Bloody muzzles and necks and 

distended stomachs told us all we needed to know. 

They had made a kill and despite the intervention 

from the hyenas they had eaten their fill and were 

now heading back to Socks, the pregnant female, who was presumably waiting at the den. We had to stay 

with them, restricted of course to the road, as they cut corners and went through the bush in an unerringly 

straight line, to the den. They came out onto the road again ahead of us and paused momentarily for a 

drink at a small waterhole before cutting of to the right along a well-worn game trail. 

Jealous and I scrambled out of my Land Rover onto the roof. We knew we would hear any interaction 

between the four males and Socks if the den was near. We waited and waited, but heard nothing. 

We checked the ground and tracks around us. Jealous found the outgoing spoor from the dogs where they 

had come onto the road in the morning just before we first saw them. The fresh spoor heading back, as we 

presumed, to the den soon crossed the outgoing spoor and thus we had our lead to the den! It took two 



hours for us to cover the two kilometres. Jealous led the way, signalled for me to stop and stood still when 

he lost the spoor, circling around until he picked it up again. I would like to think that I was of some help to 

him, as I occasionally located a print that set us on the track again. As we walked forward the dogs betrayed 

their presence, giving a loud warning “bark”. Jealous and Fran, our visitor from Australia, took a few quick 

photos, a GPS position and then we walked away smiling. 

 

A den and pups is a perfect antidote for the loss of Ester, lifting our spirits and bolstering our resolve. The 

real highlight came six weeks later when we returned and were able to count ten pups. 

 

The Kutanga pack was obviously in turmoil following the death of Ester. The two remaining females, MK 

and Shoulder Patch, stayed near our Rehabilitation Facility, while the two males, BT and Surf, searched far 

and wide for Ester. Their haunting hoo calls betraying their location almost daily. Thankfully they are 

reunited now and I saw BT mating with Shoulder Patch, so we may have a late litter of pups this year.  

This isn’t the end of the good news because we are beginning to see an increase in the painted dog 

population in Hwange NP. The map below shows you the approximate locations of the packs we know 

about in Hwange NP. Jealous is currently keeping a watchful eye on the Kutanga. and Nyamndhlovu packs 

as well as Vusile and her Sisele pack. We have been delighted by the emergence of a fourth pack of seven 

dogs in the locality, now named the Makwa pack and the recent sighting of five adults with four pups in 

tow, which we believe to be the ever resilient Kanondo pack. With sightings also coming in from the 

Wilderness Safaris Concession to the south of us, the painted dog 

picture has not looked this good in a long time. This includes the 

eight packs in the Western region of Hwange NP numbering at least 

84 dogs. 

A ration quota system was introduced into Hwange NP more than 

fifty years ago as a way of feeding the National Parks staff. Kudu, 

which are a key prey species for the dogs, have always been on that 

quota and I am delighted to report that thanks to our lobbying of 

National Parks kudu have now been removed from the ration quotas. 

This may not be directly responsible for the increase in dog numbers 

but it is believed to be related and certainly every little bit helps. 

 

 

 

Poachers Arrested:  

Our anti-poaching units have collected more than 650 snares during a 

busy July and August. The number of snares collected is not 

necessarily an indication of effort, however, in this case it was. A very 

intensive four-day patrol cleared the area for the time being. Three 

poachers were arrested in the period, all as a result of information 

received by informants, thus confirming the effectiveness of our drive 

to recruit them. With this in mind we are set to launch a campaign 

using posters with a theme of “Zero Tolerance to Wildlife Crime.” However, before we can launch the 

campaign, we have scheduled meetings with the Public Prosecutor, National Parks Investigations and the 

Police to discuss the level of sentences handed out to convicted poachers. Our collective feelings are that 

the sentencing is not enough of a deterrent.  

Typically poachers receive only a few hours of community service. 

PDC is working with the Parks and the Government to develop more pro-active and effective deterrents to 

wildlife poaching. 

 

Base Camp:  

Work is progressing slowly but surely on our ambitious staff housing construction programme. There is 

growing excitement amongst many at the prospects of moving into their new houses! 

 

 



KARIBA ANIMAL WELFARE FUND TRUST IN CONJUNCTION WITH ZIMPARKS 

 

In the early morning of 13th August a SMS was received from Dr. Lisa Marabini - AWARE Trust asking if 

KAWFT could assist with removing a wire snare form an ele in Kanyemba.  

After a few phone calls it was found that we might be able to help as Marnie Kloppers was flying back from 

Harare that day. Andries Scholtz was contacted and confirmed he could help.  

Everyone was put in the picture and agreed we should give it a go. We received a message from Andries to 

say he only had enough Drugs left to do one darting and a quick phone call to Dr. Keith Dutlow - AWARE 

Trust soon sorted that problem out.  

Name and cell contact were sent through to us and after a day and night of trying to contact each other 

due to the poor cell signal, all the details - organize and collect Parks officials so as to have Rangers present 

and for backup when looking for and darting the elephant, for the plane to be met at the airstrip, time of 

arrival for collection etc. were all finally made by sms’s and bad signal phone calls and the team were to 

head off the next day 14 August 

 

DONALD TRUNK FROM THE AIR             KANYEMBA AIR STRIP              PEP TALK FROM MARNIE AND ANDRIES 

 

From being collected at the airstrip they were then taken on boats down the river, by Jake Liebenburg at 

TIGER ODYSSEY, to the area the elephant was in.  

 

As soon as he was sighted and everyone was in place, the procedure of darting, removing the snare and 

tending to the wound, began. He has been named “DONALD TRUNK “ as besides this nasty snare that had 

cut into his leg, he is also missing about 9 inches worth of trunk !! 

The team ended up spending the night as it was too late to head home back to Kariba. They were well 

looked after at the camp and were so thankful for the hospitality given to them, as well as the Parks 

officials who were on hand to escort and backup ,who were concerned and very caring about  the Elephant 

and the exercise as well as extremely helpful and thankful that someone had made the effort to go all that 

way to sort out “Donald Trunk 

DONALD TRUNK GOES DOWN        THE CAUSE OF THE DAMAGE             THE DAMAGE DONE TO THE LEG 

WITH DART IN BOT!!             

          



 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                             

ANTIBIOTICS ADMINISTERED ALONG                       ANDRIES GIVES THE WAKE UP JAB 

 WITH THE WOUND POWDER ETC                                                                 

 

Yet again we thank everyone of like minds with concern for our wildlife.  

Everyone that deals with these kinds of emergencies give of their time and often at their own costs as well.  

Marnie Kloppers again gave of his time by taking time off work to pilot the plane and backup as did Andries 

Scholtz who went in to dart and treat the elephant. 

The Authority in charge, Zimparks for their quick reaction and making officials available. 

Jake fromTiger Odyssey Camp and Bridget (who was part of a group staying at the camp) for their concern 

over the Elephant and taking action to contact someone for help. For putting everything in place their side 

as well as taking up the cost of getting the team there as well as the drugs used. 

 

 

KAWFT - ALERT - LOOK OUT FOR SMALL HERD/FAMILY OF  ELEPHANTS – QB, QB MOTHER AND QB 

SIBLING 

 

QB has had a very LARGE CLUB FOOT FOR a few years due to a snare he picked up when he was younger.  A 

test with a metal detector done a few years back showed that there was wire deep inside and it seemed 

that the bone was starting to grow over. 

 

KAWFT has kept an eye on him the last few years as despite his impediment he has a feisty, carefree 

attitude but he is now starting to lumber with this bad foot. 

 

It now seems the core of his “foot bone” is no longer attached inside and is loosely moving about inside the 

bottom of his leg. 

THIS IS QUARRY BABY AKA QB     APRIL 2012                                QB FOOT   AUGUST 2012 



     

 

 

 

    THIS IS QB’S MOTHER                                    THIS IS QB AT BACK AND QB’S MOTHER IN FRONT 

             APRIL 2012       JULY 2013        

 

 This proud little herd is in our vicinity and meet up with others and then move on again so we cannot say 

there are 3 or 8 elephant in this herd. They move between Nyanyana river, Mucharara and along the 

Powerline down from AMC on past Chawara 

 

Please be on the lookout for them.  

 

Whilst it is not always easy to notice QB if he is in the grass as you will not see his club foot but his Mothers 

Ear and only 1 tusk, which is the left tusk, 

approximately 40cm long is a sure give 

away as is her new youngster. 

 

We need to keep a tab on their 

whereabouts for the next 12 days or so as 

we will be liaising with AWARE Trust when 

to come up and have a look at QB’s foot 

with hopefully a chance to do an x-ray to 

see exactly what damage is done in there 

and if there is a chance to make it “all 

right” 

 

 

BOTSWANA 
Elephant population on the rise 

From The Monitor 

 

A countrywide aerial survey has shown that the elephant population has increased by 297 percent in the 

past 20 years while the number of cattle has gone up by 322 percent. 

 Deputy director at the Department of Wildlife and National Parks (DWNP), Dr Cyril Taolo, has said that they 

initiated the aerial surveys in response to a number of wildlife management challenges like severe drought 

in the 1980s, which resulted in high wildlife mortalities and rangeland degradation. The challenges required 

data on wildlife population, abundance and distribution before any informed decisions could be made. 

Taolo said the survey covered 26 animal species like buffalo, duiker, eland, elephant, gemsbok, steenbok, 

tessebe, warthog, waterbuck, wildebeest and zebra. The study also included cattle, donkeys, horses, sheep 



and goats.It estimated elephant population to be at 207,545 with a highly significant upward trend in 

Chobe National Park and Moremi Game Reserve. Numbers were also building up in Makgadikgadi and Nxai 

Pans national parks. Another species with a significant population increase was the hippo, which number 

3,633. However, hippos generally tend to be under counted by aerial surveys and their numbers may not 

yield reliable estimates. 

 

Taolo said that there were upward trends in the population of all other species except lechwe, sable, 

sitatunga, springbok, and tessebe. The reasons for the non-increment in the populations are not known. 

However, the department suspects that drought or human activities like poaching and burning the forest 

could be responsible. Taolo said that it was evident that concerns about the possible decline of some 

wildlife species may be valid, especially that all species except elephant and impala had a population 

decline in at least one protected area. "An appropriate management response is therefore warranted and 

this will include further research to understand the reasons behind the observed downward trends, 

improved monitoring of wildlife resources in community areas and concessions, improved law enforcement 

and strengthening of the gains of community based natural resources management," he said. 

Compared to wildlife, livestock numbers were high throughout the surveyed area and some observations 

were made inside wildlife management areas. The cattle population in Botswana has reached an estimated 

3,137,477, which is more than all wildlife numbers combined. The number of sheep and goats stand at 

about 1,652,748. 

 

NAMIBIA 
Caprivi – Zambezi 

From The Namibian 

 

A CONCERNED group in the Zambezi Region (formerly Caprivi) has rejected the name change and the 

outcome of the Fourth Delimitation Commission as members felt it did not reflect the opinion and vision of 

the 'masses of Caprivians'. 

 

The Governor of the Zambezi Region, Lawrence Sampofu, yesterday confirmed the existence of a group 

calling itself the 'Caprivi Concerned Group' that plans to demonstrate against the name change on 29 

August this year. The news of the planned demonstration coincides with similar plans by residents of the 

southern town of Luderitz which was renamed !Nami#nüs who want to protest on 27 August. 

 

Sampofu said that despite the planned demonstration against the new name, there is no going back on it. 

"It is their constitutional right to demonstrate. What we are telling them is that they should conform and 

abide by other people's decisions too," he said. … 

"Those who are are complaining are people who do not attend meetings. Most of them are from 

opposition parties," he said. … 

 

 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Women's Day Hippo roller Race 

 

The Hippo Water Roller Project launched its new pink Hippo roller at the Pretoria 

Botanical Gardens. We had a fun day of races using traditional buckets to fill pink 

rollers in support of Women's day 2013. We also got the bikers racing with water 

buckets, not something they are used to doing! At the end of the day, we 

donated 5 x pink Hippo Water Rollers to beneficiaries chosen by SAVF - a national 

women's organisation in SA.  

 

 

 



A heartfelt plea from the Amadiba community re Xolobeni mining 

 

This article is rather long but it shows how communities are affected by mining in their localities.  When 

mines are first proposed we tend to look at jobs and the economy first.  Once started the local people find 

out what it really means to be close to one.  I reprint it all because it is definitely food for thought … 

 

Community members and organisations explain why 

they don't want titanium mining in Xolobeni: 

Proposed Xolobeni titanium mining  

Different groups of people in our community went to 

Richards Bay where this kind of mining [open cast 

titanium mining] is being done already. The following 

is what they witnessed: 

 

1. Cracking and falling of residential houses without 

any compensation offered by the mining company or 

the government. 

2. Abnormal diseases brought on human beings, some of them killing many people. Most common are 

chest diseases caused by dirty and dusty air. 

3. Grazing fields devastated and finished off for good. 

4. The contamination of water resources and air by poisonous pollution and dust coming from the mine. 

5. Fruit trees that have stopped bearing fruits. Too much dust comes from the mine. The mine probably 

interferes with the pollination through dust pollution and through other chemical effects. 

6. All in all, there is unbearable dust pollution coming from the mine. The amount of dust falling onto the 

human settlement is unbearable. All houses are covered in dust and the households cannot hang laundry 

outside. 

7. Promises were never fulfilled once the mining licence was issued. 

8. These people in Richards Bay would like the mine to be closed, but it is difficult now. No one listens to 

them. 

9. When people complain to the government about the problems caused by the mine, nothing happens. If 

they protest or go to the mine to voice their grievances, the government sends police and the plaintiffs are 

locked into jail. 

 

And here are the problems that we in the Umgungundlovu communities have experienced since the mining 

talks started here. The problems have been brought to us by those trying to bring mining to Xolobeni. 

These people no longer respect the Komkhulu ['Great Place' where the community meetings of all the five 

Amadiba villages are held].  

They do not attend the Komkhulu meetings.  

They hold their secret meetings over night. 

Some people are being bribed to support the mining application. 

Attempts to get people who are against mining arrested is a common occurrence. 

This debate divides communities and families. There are no more cohesion and no stability in the 

community. It has become abundantly clear to all that this proposed mining is causing infighting in this 

community. 

There is an organisation called XOLCO (Xolobeni Empowerment Company), which claims to represent the 

people. No one knows how this organisation was formed and when. It was not formed at Komkhulu or in 

consultation with the tribal authority of this area. Locals did not participate. 

The mining company says [in the previous application, defeated in 2010] that they will not move anybody. 

This means that people will move away themselves and at their own cost when they can no longer stand 

the dust. 

On the issue of graves, the mining company says [in the present prospecting application for the Kwanyana 

block - one of the five mining prospect areas along the 21 km long strip] that they had discovered three 

graves. We know that there are hundreds of graves in this area [Kwanyana], some of which are more than 



sixty years old. This qualifies them for being protected by law (The Heritage Act). We do not want our 

forefathers graves exhumed. 

It is clear that once we agree for mining to occur, we will experience similar problems as are the 

communities in Richards Bay. We grow food, we breed and have animals and our water comes from rivers 

and streams. 

They talk of rehabilitation after mining, but scientific studies suggest this would be almost impossible to do 

here. We will have problems for ever. 

If you look at the [previous] application, there is no real financial benefit for the community affected. A 

licence is given to an outsider company at a price of R2000 [the application fee]. We will live with the 

problems caused and the dust for the rest of our lives. Why is our government selling us so cheaply? 

This kind of development is not good for us. We did not ask for it. It is just imposed and forced upon us. All 

these years we voted for the ANC. But when we complain about all these problems, it is as if we are a 

people without a party. 

We raised these concerns with Minister Buyelwa Sonjica. She said that she understood. She promised to 

come back to us to discuss solutions that will help us. To this day she has never come back. 

The Mbizana municipality does not want to come and listen closely to our problems. The only time we see 

them is when they accompany ministers, as is the case today. We voted them into office during all these 

years, but we are being abused and they don't care about us. 

We don't know how we are supposed to show once and for all that mining is not required here. 

Our tribal authority and The Kings Council are aware of our problems. They do support that we stand up for 

our rights. We even appealed to Human Rights Commission to intervene in the situation. They conducted 

their investigation.  

They found that we do not agree with this project and that it is not wanted here. We hoped for a break, but 

these people [the mining applicants] did not stop provoking us. It looks like they want us to fight each other 

and to have all the divisions perpetuated. 

Human rights belong to the people, not to the government. The government doesn't seem to understand 

that. If we do not want something, we must be listened to. The government has a responsibility to unite us 

instead of trying to use their influence to cause more divisions.  ... 

By Xolani Ntuli 

Secretary of the Mgungundlovu Tribal Authority (Section 24 [coastal] of the Amadiba area) at iKomkhulu 

laseMgungundlovu (Xolobeni) - The Great Place of Mgungundlovu. 

Amadiba Coastal Community Development Association Trust (The ACCODA Trust). 

Amadiba Crisis Committee (ACC). 

Abasuswa baseLurholweni - The land claimants of Lurholweni. 

 

OTHER STUFF 
Dam Removal 

 

While in Africa the World Bank is proposing new big dams to solve Africa’s problems, in the US they are 

removing them because of the damage old dams have done to the environment … Article from 

Environmental NewsWire: 

 

WASHINGTON, DC, August 22, 2013 (ENS) – A dam that has blocked Maryland’s Patapsco River for nearly 

100 years will be removed shortly, utilizing a $3.57 million grant awarded by the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration’s Restoration Center to the nonprofit organization American Rivers. 

 

The grant supports the Patapsco River Restoration Project. It will fund removal of the Bloede Dam, the 

lowermost dam on the river, opening up more than 44 miles of spawning habitat for blueback herring, 

alewife and American shad, and more than 180 miles of habitat for American eel. 

 

Herring and shad are critical to the web of life in the Patapsco River and the Chesapeake Bay, and are an 

important food source for other recreational and commercial fish species like striped bass, says the river 

advocacy group. 



 “Removing one dam can make a major difference in the health of a river and its fisheries. But removing 

multiple dams, as we’re doing on the Patapsco, is really a game-changer when it comes to improving the 

overall health of the river and boosting the long-term recovery of migratory fish,” said Serena McClain, 

director of river restoration at American Rivers. 

 

“We are seeing great success on rivers like the Kennebec in Maine and Town Brook in Massachusetts where 

multiple dams were removed, and we are excited to watch the progress on the Patapsco,” said McClain. … 

 

More than 1,100 dams have been removed across the country over the past 100 years. … 

 

THE SMILE 
Chinese zoo under fire for disguising hairy dog as lion 

From the Ngami Times 

 

A Chinese zoo's supposed ‘African lion' was exposed as a fraud when the dog used as a substitute started 

barking. The zoo in the People's Park of Luohe, in the central province of Henan, replaced exotic exhibits 

with common species, according to the state-run Beijing Youth Daily. 

It quoted a customer surnamed Liu who wanted to show her son the different sounds animals made – but 

he pointed out that the animal in the cage labelled ‘African lion' was barking. 

The beast was in fact a Tibetan mastiff – a large and long-haired breed of dog. “The zoo is absolutely 

cheating us,” the paper quoted Liu, who was charged 15 yuan ($2.45) for the ticket, as saying. “They are 

trying to disguise the dogs as lions.” 

Three other species housed incorrectly included two coypu rodents in a snake's cage, a white fox in a 

leopard's den, and another dog in a wolf pen. The chief of the park's animal department, Liu Suya, told the 

paper that while it does have a lion, it had been taken to a breeding facility and the dog, which belonged to 

an employee, had been temporarily housed in the zoo over safety concerns. 

Users of China's Twitter-like Sina Weibo service mocked the zoo. “This is not funny at all. It's sad for both 

the zoo and the animals,” said one. “They should at least use a husky to pretend to be a wolf,” said another. 

 

 

Have a good week … and don’t forget the ads … 

 

Gill 

 


