
Events on the Way 

12-22 August: Mzanzi Trophy. Etosha 

to Livingstone. 

20-24 August: Three Nations Golf 

Challenge.  Victoria Falls Town. 

21 August: Zambezi Classic Fishing 

Competition.  Katima Mulilo 

24-29 August: UNWTO 

26 August: Miss Tourism.  Chrismar, 

Livingstone 

13-15 September: Fishing Competition.  

Eagles Rest, Siavonga 

2-4 October:  Fishing Competition.  

Kariba Town 

26 October: Zambezi Kayak Festival.   

26-31 October: World Adventure 

Travel Summit.  Windhoek 

 

Dear All 

 

My header is from Batoka Sky.  I went for a helicopter ride and, while waiting, watched the microlights 

popping up and down with their passengers all wrapped up in their padded coveralls to keep warm.  I’ll tell 

you about my ride later … 

 

Returning to Zambia 

 

After spending 10 days in Zimbabwe I was feeling happy to get back to Zambia and a bit of normality.  Sadly 

my happiness rapidly disappeared when I arrived at the Victoria Falls Zambian border.  The queue was 

coming out of the door and people were standing in the sun, melting.  I thought, probably, that there was a 

queue because of a bus and decided to sit in the car and wait for it to die down.  20 minutes later with the 

queue hardly moving and more people joining, I went to have a look.   

 

I found that the Immigration officers had been given some new toys and were taking snapshots of everyone 

passing the counter.  It was taking at least 5 minutes to process each person as the officers fumbled with 

their new equipment.   

 

I joined the queue to wait … As I was standing patiently in the 

queue I noticed tour operators with their clients arriving and 

going in the side door and jumping the queue.  I saw it a couple 

of times and thought I would try the same trick.  I was told to go 

to the back of the queue and wait my turn.  I complained but was 

not listened to … 

 

After over an hour I finally arrived at the counter.  My passport 

was flicked through and I was asked where my permit was.  It is 

in the car, I said.  I want to see it, he said.  I knew he was just 

getting his own back for my previous misadventure when trying 

to push in the line.  I got my permit.  He flicked through that and 

conferred with some of his colleagues.  They didn’t take my 

snapshot, although everyone else before me had had their 

taken.  He stamped my passport and I was allowed to proceed.   

 

This is going to be fun during the UNWTO!  Can you imagine the 

people trying to pass from Zambia to Zimbabwe, rushing from 

one bit of the programme to the next??  They can expect a 

couple of hours standing in the sun while the Zambia 



Immigration officials snap each person and scan their passports.  Oh no, I hear you say – all the delegates 

will have special passes to get through the border … But what about those who are not delegates – the 

press, the onlookers, the family and friends who have just come to see the Victoria Falls during this time … 

will they have passes?  I doubt it.   

 

For myself I handed in my car papers and vowed never to go through the border again until the 

Immigration officers had broken their new cameras.  Either that or they learn to operate them efficiently 

and not inconvenience our much-needed tourists … 

 

 

A Helicopter Ride 

 

I hadn’t done the helicopter ride over the Falls for many years and I had forgotten how good it is.  I arrived 

on time just before 8 in the hazy morning and watched the microlights.  Then the helicopter was ready and 

I joined another couple to board.  Headphones on, strapped in a seatbelt, the pilot, Kevin, took us into the 

air speeding across 

the ground.  The 

first sight is the 

Zambezi River 

stretching across 

the length of the 

view.  Gosh, it is big.  

We forget …  

 

And then we were 

over the Falls.  

There was not much 

spray that morning; the river is rapidly going down with only 

a few streams of water coming over the Zambian side.  The 

water was gushing down Devil’s Cataract on the Zimbabwe 

side and I could see clearly the difference in height of the lip 

of the Falls which makes the water head over the Zimbabwe 

side.   

 

The water at Devil’s Cataract is slowly, oh so slowly, eroding 

the rock to make a new gorge … but it will be thousands of 

years before it happens, so nothing for us to be concerned 

about.  According to information the Falls have taken 

100,000 years to eat back the rock and make the gorges to 

where they are now … so, yes, we have a long 

time to wait before we see another gorge … 

what on earth will it be called?  We can’t call it 

first gorge because that already exists … 

 



I noticed all the trucks queuing up on the Zimbabwe side of the border waiting to be processed through 

Customs … I really think that we should have another border away from the Victoria Falls.  The border is so 

chaotic and is a blot on the landscape for our most famous treasure.  Can you imagine how beautiful we 

could make the Victoria Falls Park on both sides of the river if we did away with the formalities of the 

border crossing?  I don’t know how it could be done, but it is worth thinking about …  

 

Should we blame 

Cecil Rhodes for 

placing the bridge 

where it is?  No, of 

course not – it is 

as special as the 

Falls themselves.  

What we need to 

do is to make 

another bridge 

over the river 

away from the 

Falls so that the 

trucks and non-tourist vehicles are diverted from the area.   

 

Having flipped over the Falls for a while we headed back to 

Batoka Land and took a quick spin over the river and the 

Mosi-oa-Tunya Game Park.  I noticed lots of elephant on 

Siloka Island; Kevin pointed out warthog, buffalo, impala in 

the park.  All the animals looked like ants on the ground.  

The bush was dry and we could see all the elephant 

damage to the trees. Now that the fence is going up 

around the park we are going to contain the elephants into 

a smaller area so, surely, we need to see how we can 

extend the park up into Dambwa Forest.  The elephants are 

increasing in numbers every year and we love them but 

they do need lots of space …   

 

We saw, too, the boma where the new animals are being held prior to be released into the park.   

 

This is going to be a real treat to have a wider species range within the park.  I don’t know what is there, 

but it can only be for the good.  Now we just need to remove some of the impala and giraffe and replace 

them with others to increase the gene pool.   



 

Parks like the Mosi-

oa-Tunya Park, 

because they are so 

small, need to be 

carefully managed 

– the environment 

and the wildlife.  

We are keeping the 

animals in a small 

area for the benefit 

of people so the 

environment needs 

to be kept healthy.  

The wildlife cannot 

migrate from the park and find new mates so they too have to be managed.   

 

Anyhow, I digress … Sadly we landed at the helipad and the ride was over.  It was far too short …  Thank you 

Batoka Sky. 

 

 

 



ZIM-ZAM 
UNWTO Preps 

 

Of course all the media have been full of the UNWTO preparations because it starts this coming Saturday.  I 

did attempt to get a programme of events, but failed.  All I know is that the first couple of days will be spent 

in Zimbabwe with the opening ceremony there and the last couple of days in Zambia.   

 

From the Times of Zambia we are told that Zambia and Zimbabwe will run joint operations of the Police 

Services to ensure safety.  According to the report there will be water patrols; the delegates will move 

freely between the two countries and the two police forces will be in constant radio contact.   

 

As the region around the Victoria Falls is probably one of the safest places in the world, I think their job will 

be minimal unless, of course, unruly elements are attracted to the congress.  We know that, on the 

Zambian side the sex workers have already been removed and someone told me the other day that people 

on buses coming to Livingstone were being checked by Immigration on the way in.   

 

Whether the UNWTO should be held at the Victoria Falls or not because of the problems in Zimbabwe, is 

past being discussed anymore.  It was a hot topic previously and some countries have pulled out because of 

the excesses of the government in Zimbabwe.  The decision-makers in the UNWTO did not seem concerned 

about Zimbabwe, so it is with surprise that I read an article that Edwin W. Leslie, President & CEO of Leslie 

Hospitality Consulting is to put forward a referendum for members of the UNWTO to boycott the Winter 

Olympic Games in Sochi, Russia, because of its stand on gay and lesbian people.  Although delegates at the 

UNWTO will be from all over the world, it seems unlikely that they will give this item on the agenda much 

time … Most of Africa, including Zambia and Zimbabwe are against gay and lesbian people …  It is still a hot 

topic and certainly not one which they want to discuss at the moment … 

 

Anyway, here are some nice pics: 

 

Vic Falls new road signs 

 

 

 

 

New VIP Guest lounge at VF Airport 

 

 

 

 

New conference facility at Elephant Hills … sorry about the 

chappie with the dust mask … I was on a bus … 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

And, in Zambia, 

our conference 

facilities at the 

Royal Livingstone.  

This will be 

removed 

afterwards unlike 

the one at 

Elephant Hills 

which is said to 

have a 30-year 

lifespan.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZAMBIA 
Kazungula Bridge 

 

According to a report by Africa Development Bank, the bank has been instrumental in the preparations for 

the construction of the bridge at Kazungula and is partially funding the construction: 

 

The total project cost is UA 162.06 million (approximately US$ 259.3 million), funded through a co-financing 

arrangement with JICA. The Bank covers UA 51 million from the ADF window. The balance is shared 

between JICA (57.5%), Governments (9.2%) and EU-ITF Grant (1.8%). 

 

Since I have been in Livingstone (25 years) I have watched reports in the press about the construction of 

this bridge.  Had someone asked Mr Mulenga in the street in 1990 whether we needed a bridge at 

Kazungula, he would have said: Yes.  And yet we have spent so many years discussing it.  How much money 

have we spent on meetings over the years?    

 

Although I don’t agree with some of the decisions being made by our present government in Zambia (it is a 

democracy after all and we are allowed to have different opinions), I find that their capacity for making 

decisions is only to be congratulated.  If Africa spent more time on doing things instead of discussing ideas, 

we would develop so much quicker.   

 

Mining In Lower Zambezi National Park 

 

It seems that we have a definitive decision on whether or not mining should be allowed in the Lower 

Zambezi National Park or not.  The answer is NO.  Let’s hope that this is really a final NO. 

 

From the Zambia Weekly: 

 

The parliamentary Committee on Lands, Environment and Tourism has recommended the rejection of 

mining activities in the Lower Zambezi National Park, including the proposed Kangaluwi Copper Project by 

Mwembeshi Resources owned by Zambezi Resources of Australia. 



In 2012, the Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA) rejected the company’s Environmental 

Impact Study for the project. However, Mwembeshi stated that it was certain that its appeal would achieve 

“a successful outcome”: “Senior ministers in the Zambian government, including the Minister for Mines, 

Energy and Water Development, remain fully supportive of the project and have been surprised at the 

decision of ZEMA,” stated Frank Vanspeybroeck, CEO of Zambezi Resources. 

The parliamentary committee found that Mwembeshi’s mining licence had been issued fraudulently and 

should be revoked. Mwembeshi was apparently issued with a minimal (prospecting) mining licence prior to 

undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment. “There should be no mining in the Lower Zambezi 

National Park, which should be reserved and preserved as a conservation area and heritage for purposes of 

tourism development,” the committee stated according to the Post. 

... Meanwhile government is pursuing the construction of the Chiawa-Feira Road running through the Lower 

Zambezi National Park. The Road Development Agency has just called for consultants to undertake the 

road’s design. 

 

 

 

Machenje Fishing Lodge 

From Africa Wildlife Foundation 

 

KAZUNGULA DISTRICT, Zambia, August 13, 2013—

The African Wildlife Foundation (AWF), Taonga 

Safaris, and residents of the Sekute Chiefdom 

today celebrated the opening of Machenje Fishing 

Lodge, a community-owned conservation 

enterprise located about 60 km outside of 

Livingstone, Zambia. Zambia’s Minister of Tourism 

and Arts, Hon. Sylvia T. Masebo, MP, officially 

opened the lodge. … 

 

 

 

 

AT THIS POINT THE POWER WENT OFF …  It stayed off all day … Now, on Monday morning, I find that my 

internet is down … So whatever I have managed to ‘copy and paste’ yesterday will have to be the contents 

today … And, when I can send out the Weekly is anyone’s guess … 

 

 

ZIMBABWE 
 

Save Valley Conservancy to the Zambezi National Park 

 

According to the Herald newspaper hundreds of animals are being moved from Save to the Zambezi 

National Park.  The animals include wildebeest, eland, impala and giraffe.  Francis Nhema, outgoing 

Minister for Wildlife and Natural Resources was in the Zambezi National Park to see the release of some of 

the animals into the boma.  As we know the animals have to be kept in a boma for sometime before being 

released into the park.  This is so that they get used to the smells and sounds of their new environment 

before they see it.   

 

Francis Nhema:  We are translocating the animals from Save Valley conservancy to Zambezi National Park 

to beef up the population there. In the past we had translocated 101 wildebeests, 34 impala, 16 eland and 

18 zebras. Today we have seen the translocation of another consignment of 20 eland, 64 impala, and 17 

zebra. 



The animal population had decreased, in short, due to poaching and other factors and we are now 

correcting our past mistakes. 

There are several reasons why our protected areas require population supplementation. Some of these 

reasons include increasing visibility for wildlife tourism, strengthening the genetic pool, destocking, 

overpopulated areas, establishing the desired sex ratios and increasing prey base for large carnivores. 

 

There have been so many intrigues in Save Conservancy over the years and I had wanted to see if I could 

find out more about where in Save Conservancy these animals have come from … but with no internet it is 

not possible … 

 

 

Lake Harvest 

 

Lake Harvest does fish farming on Lake Kariba.  The bream are kept in large netted enclosures in the lake 

and then harvested.  According to Africa Development Bank they have invested US$8million in this project 

so that Lake Harvest can bump up its output to 20,000 tons of fish annually.   

 

 

 

Open Topped Bus seen at Vic Falls Airport 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOTSWANA 
From Elephant Sands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NAMIBIA 
Caprivi to be renamed 

 

With some controversy, it would seem that the Caprivi Strip or the Caprivi Zipfel is to be renamed Zambezi.  

Also, the town of Schuckmannsburg is to become Luhonono.   

Personally, whenever we change names in Africa we lose much historical value to our towns and places.  

That colonial history happened cannot be changed and we should use it as much as we can for the 

development of tourism.  As for the name Zambezi it is so overused … surely we could have done better … 

Anyhow, the name has changed and all the maps will have to be altered.  Here is a bit of history from Dr 

Bennett Kangumu Kangumu: 

 

The name Caprivi: the history 

As part of the infamous, in the African context, Berlin Conference of 1884-1886, or what became commonly 

known as the ‘Scramble for Africa’ in which European countries dissected Africa and assumed its illegal and 

devastating ownership, Germany acquired Namibia, then known as German South West Africa (GSWA). As 

for the territory which became known as Caprivi, two important treaties account for its creation: the 

Portuguese–German Convention of 30 December 1886 and the Anglo–German Treaty of 1 July 1890. The 

Portuguese–German Convention stipulated that the boundary run from Andara to the Katima Mulilo Rapids 

(remember the argument of the ‘Concerned Academics’).  According to Hangula therefore the ‘straight line 

from Andara to the Katima Mulilo Rapids no longer simply formed an international boundary between 

South West Africa and Angola, but also between South West Africa and Northern Rhodesia from the 

Kwando to the Zambezi’.  The so-called Protectorate Act of 27 June 1890 placed King Lewanika under the 

protection of the British South Africa Company (BSAC) at the behest of Chief Khama of the Bangwato as a 

deterrent against internal feuds and attacks from the Matebele. Another treaty, the Anglo–Portuguese 

Treaty of 11 June 1891 placed Barotseland (today Zambia’s Western Province) within the British sphere of 

influence to the north of what would become the Caprivi. 

 

The Anglo–German Treaty of 1 July 1890 recognized an extension of the German sphere of influence and 

allowed it access to the Zambezi River, which was thought to be navigable all the way to the east so that 

Germany could connect with her colonial territories in East Africa. This sphere of influence, which Germany 

acquired comprised of the area, which would become Caprivi. At this stage the territory did not even have 

an official colonial name. Most German maps dating back to this period refer to the area as German 

Zambezi region, German Barotseland (after the Lozi or Barotse who enslaved, colonized and suppressed the 

people of the area), Deutsch Bechuanaland or simply as Sambezi Korridor. Exactly one hundred and twenty 

three (123) years after the German colonial authorities informally called this region Zambezi, history is 

repeating itself because the President of the Republic of Namibia has proclaimed, upon recommendation 

from the 4th Delimitation Commission, that this region be named Zambezi Region. Hence the argument in 

this article that it is not a new name. However, it is a local name. 

 

It was only in 1911, twenty-one (21) years after Germany had acquired the territory that the name Caprivi 

Zipfel first appeared in official documents. Zipfel literally means tip, point or land corner. It is generally 

believed and accepted that the territory was named Caprivi in honour of the German Chancellor (1890–

1894) of the time whose signature is affixed to the Heligoland–Zanzibar Treaty (also known as the Anglo–

German Treaty). His name is Georg Leo Graf von Caprivi de Caprera de Montecuccoli (English: Count 

George Leo of Caprivi, Caprera, and Montecuccoli, born Georg Leo von Caprivi). He was born on 24 

February 1831 and died on 6 February 1899. He was a German general and statesman, who succeeded Otto 

von Bismarck as Chancellor of Germany. Caprivi’s first major achievement as German Chancellor was the 

conclusion in July 1890 of the Anglo–German Treaty with Great Britain regarding the spheres of influence of 

the two nations in Africa. … 

 

The name Schuckmannsburg: The history 

At the behest of the British in Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) and the Bechuanaland Protectorate (Botswana) 

who complained that the Caprivi Zipfel had become a haven for criminals and poachers, the Germans finally 



decided to set up an administration in the territory. They dispatched Captain Kurt Streitwolf and his team 

who departed from Gobabis on the 15th of November 1908, passing through Bechuanaland and crossing 

the Chobe River into the Caprivi Zipfel at Ngoma, passing Lusese village and arriving at Luhonono on the 

Zambezi River in February 1909. He was accompanied by fourteen Herero and Nama and three whites and 

equipped with one wagon, one cart, three horses, six mules and thirty oxen. The remains of those wagons 

are still to found at Luhonono up to today. This marks the arrival of the Germans or Die Deutschen in this 

part of the country. The locals called them Ma-Dostela, which is the local moniker for German-speakers or 

the best pronunciation of the word Deutsche by the locals. Captain Kurt Streitwolf, whom the Masubiya 

nicknamed Kambungu and the Mafwe as Kataramatunga (meaning one who surveys the land) set about to 

establish a town on a slight elevation known locally as Luhonono. 

 

Luhonono is a name of a local tree, with a scientific name Terminalia Sericea, which is very prevalent in the 

flood-prone areas. The German official re-named Luhonono, and called it Schuckmannsburg to honour 

Bruno von Schuckmann, the imperial governor of German South West Africa at the time. Bruno von 

Schuckmann was governor of South West Africa from 1907 to 1910. He was a Prussian Lutheran and owned 

the estate of Rohrbeck in the Neumark. He served in various consular appointments before coming to the 

colonies. He reportedly administered South West Africa like a white farmer and acquired considerable 

popularity among the European population in South West Africa, who nicknamed him Väterchen (little 

father).  

 

Bruno von Schuckmann 

Luhonono (Schuckmannsburg) was the first modern town in the Zambezi Region. It was ideally located for 

the Germans, because it was directly adjacent across the Zambezi River from Sesheke (Mwandi), which was 

the administrative centre of the British in Northern Rhodesia. This way the Germans could have access to a 

post office and a hospital on the other side of the river. Even after the defeat of the Germans in World War 

One, Schuckmannsburg continued to serve as the administrative centre in eastern Caprivi until 1935 when 

the town shifted to the present site of Katima Mulilo. … 

 

 

Developments in Bwabwata National Park 

 

The wildlife in Bwabwata National Park was decimated during the Angolan Civil War.  The park was home to 

the Defence Force and it was pretty much a no-go area for most.  Since then the wildlife has regenerated 

and the Namibian government has brought in more in order to re-stock the area for tourism.   

 

But … there are also lots more people living in and around the park which has led to Wildlife-Human 

Conflict.  In order to address the problem the Ministry of Environment and Tourism through NamParks is 

setting up Human Wildlife Conflict Self-Reliance Scheme in areas most affected: (from New Era) 

 

Human Wildlife Conflict incidents have continued to rise and a total of 7738 cases of livestock losses, crop 

damage and attacks on humans were reported in 2010 alone. 

Communities in affected conservancies have thus established innovative ways to combat Human Wildlife 

Conflict and have joined forces with the private sector and other NGOs. Nineteen conservancies have 

registered to form part of the scheme and received N$60,000 each as part of the startup capital. 

The Kyaramacan Association formed in Bwabwata National Park, a unique park with over 5000 inhabitants, 

is one such example of a partnership between the communities and government. Activities performed by the 

association include combating game poaching and conducting game counts through the Event Book 

monitoring system. 

 

NamParks is also in the process of establishing the Bwabwata Ecological Institution, which according to Dr. 

Ortwin Aschenborn, a veterinarian based in the park, will conduct research and management as well as 

disease control. Dr Aschenborn added that the institute will also record the trans-boundary movement of 

wildlife between Namibia and neighbouring countries. … 



Meanwhile, concessions in the Bwabwata area will soon be awarded. According to Colgar Sikopo, Director 

for Parks and Wildlife Management in the Ministry of Environment and Tourism, two hunting concessions 

can generate N$4.2 million a year. "Both government and the community each receive a 50/50 share from 

these concessions," he said. … 

 

 

Foot and Mouth in Caprivi (Zambezi) 

 

There is an outbreak of foot and mouth in Kabbe, Caprivi (Zambezi).  No cattle are allowed to be moved in 

and out of the area.  I am sure that this will mean road blocks by the veterinary department to check 

contents of fridges and food for travellers.  Travellers are asked to be patient and cooperate.   

 

 

More animals to Cuba 

 

10 rhinos and 5 elephants have been shipped to Cuba from Namibia for Cuba’s zoo.  !!! 

Namibia has already shipped rhinos, cheetahs, leopards and lions for this zoo … 

 

 

 MOZAMBIQUE 
 

Notes from travellers to Mozambique 

 

We heard Last night that there was a incident where Renamo is claiming to have shot 36 military personnel 

near Muxungwe on Saturday. Confirmed this morning on News 24. 

We had clients arrive from Zim on Saturday and on Sunday, and my parents left yesterday, all travelled with 

the convoy and all experienced no problems. 

 

 

We have just returned from Vilanculas. We drove down to Vilanculas on Friday 9th August and returned to 

Harare Wednesday 14th August.  All is well on the main road and we felt incredibly safe and secure. There 

are soldiers in every village and alongside parts of the road too. 

 

The convoy leaves from Muxungwe at roughly 7.30am and 1.00pm 

The convoy leaves Muxungwe just  after the BP garage. 

 The traffic in the convoy drives on BOTH sides of the road and therefore you cannot drive  on your own 

from Muxungwe  to Save after the convoy has left Save Bridge and is returning to Muxungwe. You will face 

hundreds of cars coming towards you on both sides of the road! 

 

The convoy leaves Save Bridge at roughly 9.15 am and  3.00 pm. 

 

The time of the journey depends on how much traffic there is in the convoy and can range from one and a 

half hours to two and a half hours. 

 

 

WOLFGANG’S COLUMN 
 

MARASA AFRICA AT THE CENTRE OF ROTHSCHILD GIRAFFE RESEARCH 

 

A new research project is being launched in Uganda’s Murchison Falls National Park to research, document 

and perform genetic analysis on the Rothschild’s giraffe, the tallest creature on earth, dapper in white knee 

socks (no spotting on the lower leg), and notable for its grace, winsomeness and beautiful patterning. Of 



the nine recognized giraffe sub-species, the Rothschild’s is one of the most imperiled, with fewer than 1100 

individuals remaining in the wild. It has been declared an endangered species by the International Union for 

the Conservation of Nature (IUCN), and as being of high conservation priority. Murchison Falls National 

Park is home to the last endemic population of this once abundant animal, all other surviving populations 

have been reintroduced, and often in areas where they never were originally.  

 

The project is spearheaded by the Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) and will be led by their 

conservation scientist Dr. Julian Fennessy, a Namibia-based Australian who is also Co-Chair of the IUCN SSC 

Giraffe and Okapi Specialist Group (GOSG), and fellow GCF trustees and researchers Andy Tutchings, a 

Germany-based British national and 

Fellow of the Royal Geographic 

Society, and Stephanie Fennessy, a 

Namibia-based German, both also 

members of the GOSG. Working 

closely with the Ugandan Wildlife 

Authority, the team’s local-based 

researcher will be Henry Opio from the 

Ugandan Wildlife Education Centre. 

 

Despite low population figures and its 

endangered status, little is known about the Rothschild’s giraffe in the wild, an issue that must be 

addressed to develop and implement effective conservation strategies. To this end, the Project seeks to 

provide the first scientific review of the Rothschild’s ecology, behavior and habitat requirements in Uganda; 

essential information for the development and implementation of meaningful conservation initiatives. 

These include the provision of technical support and funding, data sharing and results for a comprehensive 

approach to giraffe conservation. … 

 

OTHER STUFF 
 

From Environmental Newswire 

 

WASHINGTON, DC, August 13, 2013 (ENS) – The World Bank has approved US$340 million for the long-

planned Regional Rusumo Falls Hydroelectric Project, which will generate power for residents of Burundi, 

Rwanda and Tanzania. While local officials eagerly anticipate the power scheduled to start flowing in 2017, 

river advocates say ecosystem impacts of the project have not even been evaluated. 

 

The 80 megawatt hydroelectric power station in Rwanda will dam the Kagera River. It will be located at 

Rusumo Falls on the border with Tanzania, near the town of Rusumo, 117 kilometres (73 miles) southeast 

of Kigali, the capital and largest city in Rwanda. 

 

Rusumo Falls will be sacrificed for the new hydropower project. … 

 

“The big, bad dams of past decades are back in style,” writes Peter Bosshard on the International Rivers 

blog. 

 

“In the 1950s and ’60s, huge hydropower projects such as the Kariba, Akosombo and Inga dams were 

supposed to modernise poor African countries almost overnight. It didn’t work out this way. As the 

independent World Commission on Dams found, such big, complex schemes cost far more but produce less 

energy than expected,” writes Bosshard. “Their primary beneficiaries are mining companies and aluminium 

smelters, while Africa’s poor have been left high and dry.” 

 

 

 



Africa’s Wildlife 

 

If you think that it is only rhinos and elephants that poachers kill in order to illegally send them to Asia, 

think again.  Here are some shocking statistics of pangolins, but, hold on a minute, let me tell you about 

pangolins, first. 

 

From www.pangolins.org 

There are a total of eight species of pangolin on our planet. Four live in Asia: 

Thick-tailed Pangolin (also called Indian Pangolin), Manis crassicaudata — ‘Near Threatened’ 

Phillipine Pangolin, Manis culionensis — ‘Near Threatened’ 

Sunda Pangolin (also called Malayan Pangolin), Manis javanica — ‘Endangered’ 

Chinese Pangolin, Manis pentadactyla — ‘Endangered’ 

 

Four others live in Africa: 

Three-Cusped Pangolin (also called African White-Bellied Pangolin and Tree Pangolin), Phataginus tricuspis 

— ‘Near Threatened’ 

Giant Ground Pangolin, Smutsia gigantea — ‘Near Threatened’ 

Cape Pangolin (also called Temminck’s Pangolin), Smutsia temminckii — ‘Least Concern’ 

Long-Tailed Pangolin (also called Black-Bellied Pangolin), Uromanis tetradactyla — ‘Least Concern’ 

  

Pangolins, also known as scaly anteaters, are unique creatures that are 

covered in hard, plate-like scales. They are insectivorous (feeding on 

insects) and are mainly nocturnal. Their name, “pangolin”, is derived 

from the Malay word “pengguling”, which loosely translates to 

“something that rolls up”. Together, the eight species comprise their 

very own Order: Pholidota. …  

 

According to the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN), virtually no information is available on population levels of any 

species of pangolin. These species are rarely observed due to their 

secretive, solitary, and nocturnal habits, and there has been little 

research on their population densities. However, all species are thought 

to be in decline, with some more rapidly so than others — particularly 

the Asian species.  

 

Pangolins have large, curved claws that they use for excavating ant and 

termite nests, as well as for pulling bark off trees and logs to find their 

insect prey.  

 

Pangolins’ scales are made of keratin, the same protein that makes up 

our own hair and nails, rhino horns, the “teeth” of baleen whales, and 

the claws of bears (and other clawed animals). Their scales cover the 

entire body from head to tip of tail — except for their undersides, which 

are covered with a few sparse hairs. 

  

Scaly anteaters are said to reach sexual maturity after two years, and 

typically only give birth to a single young per pregnancy. Their gestation 

period is thought to last between 69-150 days, varying by species. When 

born, the babies weigh around 8-450 grams (about 3-16 ounces), 

depending on the species, and have soft scales that harden fairly rapidly. 

Young are usually weaned at around three months of age. … 

 When pangolins feel threatened, they curl up into a tight, almost 

impenetrable ball to protect their tender undersides. If caught, they will 

thrash about using their tail muscles. Because their scales have very sharp edges, they can slice the skin of a 



human or predator when they do this. They may also release the stinky fluid from their glands as a defense 

mechanism.  

 

They do not have teeth and are unable to chew. Instead, they have long sticky tongues that they use to 

catch the insects they feed on. …  

 

Pangolins have poor vision and hearing, but their sense of smell is quite strong. 

  

The illicit pangolin trade has become extremely lucrative. According to Environmental News Network, 

pangolins were worth around US $10 per kilo in the early 1990s and had soared to US $175 per kg by 2009. 

Wildlife Alliance’s Suwanna Gauntlett explained in an interview with Mongabay guest writer, Laurel Neme, 

that the going rate had reached a whopping US $200 per kilogram in 2011. 

 

 It’s believed that a single pangolin consumes more than 70 million insects per year. They mainly eat ants 

and termites. 

Baby pangolins travel around with their mothers by riding on the base of her tail. 

  

While some poachers kill the animal when they catch it, other times they may be kept alive by request from 

restaurants where they are destined for the dining table. A 2007 article in The Guardian quotes a 

Guangdong chef explaining the disturbing way in which the pangolins are prepared for the diners. 

“We keep them alive in cages until the customer makes an order. Then we hammer them unconscious, cut 

their throats and drain the blood. It is a slow death. We then boil them to remove the scales. We cut the 

meat into small pieces and use it to make a number of dishes, including braised meat and soup. Usually the 

customers take the blood home with them afterwards.” 

 

The capture of pangolins is centred in the late 70’s to late 80’s. At this period of time, in Zhen Lian hill 

village Shigu lake Yingde city of Guangdong province, hunters can captured at least 5,000 - 6,000 pangolins 

in 100km² radius of each village. The old experienced hunter can capture hundreds of pangolins, the least 

also has 10-30 heads, and generally about 50 heads, but now there are no more traces of pangolins. … 

 

Updated figures for global pangolin trafficking suggest that between 91,390 and 182,780 pangolins were 

victims of the illegal trade during the period of 2011 through August 1, 2013. 

 

Between 1,740 and 3,480 pangolins are likely to have met their demise at the hands of traffickers since our 

April 2013 pangolin trafficking estimate. Our figures are conservative and based on seizures reported by the 

media. It’s important to note that most illegal wildlife trade is undetected; confiscations generally 

represent just 10 to 20 percent of the actual illegal trade volume. While a very few of these pangolins are 

released into the wild, it is unfortunately not a large enough figure to impact the overall numbers. 

 

TRAFFIC Southeast Asia reported on July 29 that a tip-off from the public alerted Malaysian Marine Police 

to smugglers who were attempting to bring 15 pangolins ashore. The pangolins were still alive, but 

unfortunately, the suspects escaped. 

 

On July 18, authorities in Quang Ninh province (northern Vietnam) intercepted a vehicle carrying 75 

pangolins, just one day after the discovery of 62 pangolins in another vehicle…. 

Meanwhile, in Guwahati (Assam, India), customs officials recovered over 85 kg of pangolin scales …. 

Just nine days earlier, police in the Thai-Malay border town of Bukit Kayu Hitam (Kedah, Malaysia) 

intercepted a vehicle which was carrying 26 live pangolins in the trunk … 

In Sumatra, Indonesia, the Bengkulu Natural Resouce Conservation Agency (BKSDA) and the Kepahiang 

District Police (Polres) seized 26 pangolins and ten pythons in the Bermani Ilir sub-district on May 14th ...  

Education for Nature-Vietnam reported that on May 17, 23 dead pangolins were discovered hidden in a 

car… 

On May 7, a total of five people were arrested when police intercepted a bus headed to Tatopani from 

Kathmandu, Nepal. Border police seized nine kilograms of pangolin scales … 



The Philippine Coast Guard seized 23 pangolins from a cargo ship at the port of Coron on April 20… 

Also on April 20th, a suspect identified as “Shakeel” was arrested and 11 kg of pangolin scales were seized 

in Uttar Pradesh, India …  

On April 29, the Cameroon-based wildlife law 

enforcement NGO LAGA reported that 80 kg of 

pangolin scales were confiscated in Limbe… 

Another 50 kg of pangolin scales originating from 

Cameroon (and apparently headed to Vietnam) 

were intercepted by customs authorities at the 

Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris on April 30. 

 

Gill Comment:  The point of this story is to show 

us how the trade in wildlife products is escalating 

as Asian people become more wealthy.  They 

have old-fashioned beliefs in the medicinal values 

of animal products and they also like to eat the 

oddest things … 

That pangolins are disappearing fast from the 

Asian continent through poaching means that the 

attention of the traffickers will be more concentrated on the African continent.   

 

As people living on the African continent we have to decide whether we are going to allow the onslaught of 

our wildlife heritage to continue.  Rhinos, elephants, pangolins … what next?  Will anything be left in 20 

years time??? 

 

This is a job for the African Union.  A team of African conservationists should be brought together from all 

over the continent to go to countries in Asia to tell them to keep their hands off our wildlife heritage.  Can 

you imagine if Africans were found trafficking China’s pandas?   

 

 

THE SMILE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a good week 

 

Gill 


